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STATUTE LAW REVISION BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by The Hon.
A. F. Griffith (Minister for Justice), and
read a first time,

Second Reading

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Justice) 15.49
p.m.3: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Prior to the preparation of this Bill, my
officers in the Statute Law Revision sec-
tion of the Crown Law Department,' em-
barked on a prolonged programme of re-
search into our Statutes in an endeavour
to establish, finally, a complete list of
those that are still in force. This was
done by making an index comprising every
repeal effected since the establishment of
the colony and applying it in an examina-
tion of every Act and Ordinance since
enacted. As a result, we now have an
index which is capable of being reproduced
and which will be more authentic than
any of its predecessrs-an index that
will show every Statute of any kind that
is still law.

During the course of this work, a num-
ber of enactments were found that few
would have imagined existed, and others
of dubious. existence. Many of these are
now dealt with in this Bill. Members will
see, on perusing the memorandum which
accompanies this measure, that this is the
ninth Bill in a Programme of bringing the
Statutes of Western Australia into form
for their inclusion in the minimum num-
ber of volumes that will make them readily
available for reference and use. The
memorandum accompanying the Bill sets
out, with some particularity, the intentions
as to Statute law revision and the presen-
tation of our Statutes in workable form.

This Bill disposes of many Supply, Ap-
propriation, and Loan Acts, the provisions
of which are of no further consequence.
These are contained in parts I and IH of
the first schedule. Part III lists9 five
Railways Acts which now serve no useful
purpose. Part IV contains many Acts,
some of which have previously been par-
tially repealed and all of which are now
found to be spent. Part V contains several
enactments which are -superseded and are
no longer within the legislative compet-
ence of the State.

Part VI contains many enactments,
eight of which apparently never received
Royal Assent, and strictly speaking, never
operated as Acts. The purpose of in-
cluding these measures in the Bill is to
render their ineffectiveness certain.

Part VII comprises the general part,
containing a group of enactments which
are no longer effective and which accord-
ingly should be repealed.

The second schedule confers short titles
on enactments that do not at present have
short titles, and this action is being taken
even though some or other of these Acts
may later be repealed;- this is in order to
put them into the index form.

The third schedule amends eight Acts,
of which the short title begins with the
word "The"; the removal of which is being
done to facilitate their reprinting and
indexing.

Before concluding my remarks, I would
state that the Bill does not have the effect
of makting any alteration to the substance
of existing law. I commend to members
an examination of the memorandum,
which explains in full the reasons for the
many deletions from our Statute book
proposed to be effected by the passing of
this Bill.

I do not intend to proceed further with
this measure during this sitting but to let
it lie for examination by members and any
other interested parties.

As with the other two B3ils that I have
just introduced, I suggest that this one
be adjourned until the 17th March, 1970.
1 would like to add further that the work
of the Statute Law Revision Committee is
proceeding very well. It is a difficult and
arduous task being undertaken by a num-
her of people. However, I am pleased
with the progress being made and I think
we are getting closer to the point of re-
producing our Statutes in better form.

Debate adjourned until the 17th March,
1970. on motion by The Hon. J. Dolan.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE 11ON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) [5.54
p.m.1: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 11 a.m. tomorrow (Wednesday).

Question put and passed.
Hlouse adjourned at 5.55 p.m.

i[tgwtlatie Aoormblg
Tuesday. the 11th November, 1969

The SPEAKER (Mr. Quthrie) took the

Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (10): ASSENT

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

1. Metropolitan Market Act Amendment
Bill.

2. Prisons Act Amendment Bill.
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3. Alumina Refinery (Pinjarra) Agree-
ment Hill.

4. Architects Act Amendment Bill.

5. Associations Incorporation Act
Amendment Bill.

6. Iron Ore (Dampier Mining Company
Limited) Agreement Bill.

7. Iron Ore (Cleveland-Cliffs) Agree-
ment Act Amendment Bill.

8. Fremantle Port Authority Act Amend-
ment Bill.

9. Firearms and Guns Act Amendment
Bill.

10. City of Perth Parking Facilities Act
Amendment Bill.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Suspension of Standing Order 211

SIR DAVID BRAND (Oreenough-Fre-
mier) 12.18 p.m.]: I move without notice
under Standing Order No. 410-

That Standing Order No. 211 be
suspended to allow the introduction
and Passing of a Motion granting
leave of absence to every Member of
the Legislative Assembly from the
determination of this sitting of the
House to the date of its next sitting.

I should like to explain the reason for this
motion. Members will recall that the
House passed an amendment to the Con-
stitution which was brought down in the
same Bill which increased the Governor's
salary. It had been overlooked that any
increase in the Governor's salary has to
receive the approval of Her Majesty the
Queen herself and, because the Bill has
not been returned, it is believed necessary
to pass this motion as a safeguard. The
appropriate motion will be moved before
Parliament rises either this evening or to-
morrow.

Question put.
The SPEAKER: I remind the House that

this is a motion without notice to suspend
a Standing Order and it requires an
absolute majority. I have counted the
House, and there being no dissentient voice.
I declare that the motion has been carried
with an absolute majority.

Question thus passed.

Point of Order
Mr. TONKINi: The Standing Order refer-

red to requires that the motion so moved
shall be duly seconded. Was that require-
ment complied with?

Speaker's Ruling
The SPEAKER: I was unaware of the

fact that it requires a seconder. Surely
the fact that it has been supported
unanimously by the House is sufficient. The
only purpose of calling for a seconder is
to make sure a motion is not debated when
it has only one supporter.

QUESTIONS (15): ON NOTICE

1. HOUSING
Allocations fromt Priority List

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister
for Housing:

What is the present date of appli-
cations lodged for which alloca-
tions are being made from the
priority list in the Perth, FRe-
mantle, and Midland metropolitan
areas respectively, under the fl-
lowing headings--
(a) purchase;
(b) four sleeping Unit

houses;
(e) three sleeping unit

houses;
(d) two sleeping unit

houses:

rental

rental

rental

(e) two bedroom flats;
(f) one bedroom flats;
(g) pensioner cottage fiats?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
Since the State Housing Commis-
sion is now also erecting other
than individual houses for rental,
priority dates are being kept in
two categories, viz:-

U) individual houses and dup-
lex houses; and

(ii) other accommodation, being
single storey and two storey
terrace housing, flats, etc.

The answers given are in accord-
ance with the new method of
keeping this statistical informa-
tion.

Type or Accolmmodation
Perth Frernante

4.bedroom .. October, 1966 July, 1966
3-bedroom , .. December, 1065 December, 1965
4-bedroomn house October, 1965 May, 1965
3.bedrooun house May, 1965 December, 1965
.1.bedroomn flat .__ March, 1066 February. 1966
?.beelroomn house January, 1966 July, 1966
2-bedrooin flat.... October, 1966 D~ecember, 1966
1-bedroom flat. .. July, 1067 April, 1986
Pensioner Cot. December, 1065 November, 1966

tage Flat
Note :N A. indicates accommodation specified

Area
Midland

Nocemober, 1065
October, 1065
January, 1965
Nov~ember. 1065
June, 1067
March, 10a6
October, 109
N.A.
October, 1965

Arniasile
Decener, 1965
December, 1005
N. A.
Septeni er. '963
June, I 963
February, 1966
September, 1960
N.A.
May, 1069

is not available in that area

Purchase
Purchase
Rental
Rental
Rental
Rental
Rental
Rental
RentCal

Mfed in
April, 1966
Jsily. 1966
April, 196
October, 1966
-Noewlber. 1966
April, 1068
April, 1968
N.A.
December. 1066



2424 ASSEMBLY.]

2. MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT
United Kingdom Emploees

Mr. HARMAN asked the Premier:
(1) Are arrangements -In hand for

engineers, surveyors and draughts-
men from the United Kingdom to
come to Western Australia and be
employed under contract by the
Main Roads Department?

(2) If so, what is the period of the
contract?

(3) What will be the remuneration as
compared with State Public Ser-
vice rates?

(4) What assistance wvill be given by
way of f ares both to and from
the United Kingdom?

(5) What assistance is proposed in re-
spect of accommodation?

(6) What other departments are to be
involved In such contract employ-
ment?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:
(1) Yes.
<2) Three years.
(3) The rates will be identical to

those applying within the Main
Roads Department and are de-
pendent on the qualifications and
experience of the applicant.

(4) Fares to Australia and return
fares to the United Kingdom at
the conclusion of the contract will
be met by the Main Roads De-
partment.

(5) initial furnished accommodation
will be obtained for appointees in
the metropolitan area and depart-
mental accommodation will be
provided in country centres.

(6) No other departments are in-
volved at present, but, where
necessary, variations to existing
recruitment procedures would be
considered.

3. HOUSING
Rental Homes

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister
for Housing:

How many State rental homes are
to be built in-
(a) Carnarvon;,
(b) Exinouth;,
(c) Shark Bay,
this financial year?

Mr. ONEIL replied:
(a) 15 two-storey terrace units.
(b) 16 two-storey terrace units

and one house. In addition
26 houses are to be built from
special funds under the Ex-
mouth agreement.

(c) Nil.

4. WATER SUPPLIES
Manjimup

Mr. H. D. EVANS asked the Minister
for Water Supplies:
(1) Is there an intention of his de-

partment to upgrade the water
supply of the township of Man-
jimup?

(2) If so, would he give details of the
programme to be undertaken?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(I.) Yes.
(2) $20,000 has been provided for re-

ticulation improvements, details of
which are now being planned.

5. POLICE LAUNCH "CYGNET II"
Disposal

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) What was the date of purchase

and the price paid for the police
launch Cygnet 11?

(2) What is the reason for its pro-
posed disposal?

(3) If it has been replaced, what are
the particulars, including cost, of
the replacement craft?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) (a) The 29th March, 1956.

(b) $5,000.
(2) Obsolescence and limitation of

operation.
(3) The craft to replace Cygnet 11

will be of fibre glass construction
-length 31 feet; beam 12 feet,
draught 2 ft. 10 in.; designed
maximum speed 25 knots; con-
tract price $22,630.

6. RAILWAY LAND
Government Policy

Mr. BURKE asked the Premier:
Is the Government contemplating
a departure from Policy Previously
stated that any interest in, or use
of, the railway land by private
persons should be on a leasehold
basis only?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:
I refer to my reply to the honour-
able member's question No. 20 on
Thursday, the 6th November,
1969.

7. LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Thorulie Flats: DepUtation

Mr. BATEMAN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Local
Goverrnment:
(IL) Did be receive a deputation from

Fernihough Estates Pty. Ltd.,
builders and developers of the
Thornie fiats in Lester Drive,
Thornie?
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(2) If "Yes", will he advise why 'he
would not receive a deputation
from a committee of Thorrilie
residents?

Mr. NALDER replied:
No.

8. FISHING
Regulations

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Fish-
eries and Fauna:
(1) Is It intended that further new

regulations w1il be proclaimed
with respect to freshwater fish
including crustaceans in the near
future?

(2) Are any new regulations regarding
the various fishing In estuarlan
and ocean waters to be proclaim-
ed?

(3) If so, what are the details?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Ytes.
(2) Yes.
(3) Inland fishing license-

(a) A person who catches or at-
tempts to catch niarron, trout,
redfln perch, freshwater cob-
bler, barraraundi, and chera-
bin shall hold an iland fish-

* erman's license.
(b) No person shall take trout,

redfln perch, freshwater cob-
bler or barramundi by any
means other than by a, single
rod, reel, and line, or by a
single line, held in the hand.

(c) No person shall take Marron
or cherabin by any means
other than by not more than

* six drop nets, or by one pole
snare, or by one hand scoop
net.

(d) No fish taken under this
license shall be sold.

(e) No person shall take more
than 10 trout or more than
30 marron in any one day.

Rock lobster--
(a) A person who takes or at-

tempts to take rock lobster in
* the waters surrounding Rott-

nest Island shall hold an
amateur fisherman's license.

(b) No person shall use for the
taking of rock lobster more
than two rock lobster pots.

(c) Every amateur fisherman who
takes rock lobster by any
means whatsoever shall hold
an amateur fisherman's
license.

(d) No amateur fisherman shall
take more than eight rock
lobsters in any one day.

9.

Crabs-
No person shall use or per-
mit to be carried in any boat,
whatever the number of per-
sons in that boat, more than
ten drop nets in any one day.

CAUSEWAY
Split Level Trapic Control

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Works:

Has any recent consideration been
given to split level traffic control
replacing the rotaries at each end
of the causeway?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
Yes, but such a facility would be
extremely costly and it is consid-
ered that greater value would be
obtained by the construction of
a bridge over the Swan River at
Eurswood Island.

BRIDGE
Bursuwood Island

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Works:

What further progress has been
made with the designing and
aligning of the proposed Surswood
Island bridge over the Swan
River?

Mr. ROBS HUTCHINSON replied:
Preliminary investigations are be-
ing carried out into a new bridge
over the Swan River at Burswood
Island with a view to aL possible
commencement of construction
in the latter half of 1972.

LAND
Toumsite Lots

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Lands:

Has the Lands Department fur-
ther contemplated sales of town-
site lots, similar to that of For-
restdale?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
Crown townsltes in the metropoli-
tan region are being constantly
Investigated to determine when
further residential subdivisions
may be offered. Release of lots
in Crown townsites outside the
metropolitan region is dependent
upon demand.

EDUCATION
Kewdele Primary School

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) Is it contemplated that the Kew-

dale Primary School will be able
to accommodate the expected in-
crease in students in the 1970
school year?
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(2) If not, what arrangements are
being made to provide additional
accommodation?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Demountable rooms will be -pro-

vided as required.

HOUSING
Belmont Electorate

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Housing:
(1) Is it contemplated that the State

Housing Commission will build
further houses in the Belmont
electorate?

(2) If so, where, and how many?
Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) and (2) Land held in the Carlisle,

Cloverdale, Redcliffe, Rivervale,
Kewdale, and Queens Park locali-
ties has a potential of about 100
individual homes. Most of these
holdings are the subject of local
authority town planning schemes
which are not yet finalised, as
well as the provision of drainage
and sewer services. At this stage
the form of their ultimate utilisa-
tion is not sufficiently clear for
building operations to be planned
and commenced.

POLICE FORCE
Personnel

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Police:
(1) How many personnel are now in

the service of the Western Aus-
tralian Police Force?

(2) How does the number in Western
Australia compare per capita with
the Eastern States?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1)

(2)

15.

special or extra action has been
taken by the department to meet.
and combat such a situation?

Mr. NALDER replied:
Publicity has been given through
various mass media to the need
for early control measures to be
applied against fruit fly by owners
or occupiers of orchards.
At a meeting held with the
Metropolitan Fruit Fly Baiting
Schemes at the end of winter, a
recommendation was made for
Prompt commencement of baiting.
Assistance was given to the com-
mittees in the early training of
the baiters to give an effective
start.

QUESTIONS (6): WITHOUT NOTICE
1.

1,499, of whom 47 are recruits in
training at the Police Academy.
The ratio of authorised strength
to estimated Population as at the
30th June, 1969 was 1 : 647. The
authorised strength has been in-
creased by 50 to 1,510 for 1969-70.
Inquiries are being made for com-
parable Eastern States figures and
I will make these available to the
honourable member when they
are received.

FRUIT FLY
Departmental Action

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Agriculture:

In view of the dry mild winter
being compatible with an increase
of fruit fly infestation. what

RAILWAYS
Employees: Margin Increases

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Is it a fact that margin increases.

in Federal awards were granted.
to The West Australian Locomo-
tive Engine Drivers, Firemens and
Cleaners' Union of Workers to-
wards the end of 1968?

(2) Is it a fact that the increases
were paid retrospective to April,
1968 outside Western Australia?

(3) Is it a fact that as the State
Government failed to pay the
W.A. branch members of the
L.E.D.F. & C. Union retrospective
payments a compulsory conference
was called?

(4) Was Commissioner Kelly's finding
that the union had a just claim
to retrospective payment?

(5) In view of Commissioner Kelly's
findings at the compulsory con-
ference, will he recommend ta
Cabinet the retrospective pay-
ments to the State branch mem-
bers of the L.E.D.F.. & C. Union
from the first pay period in May,
1908?

Mr.
(1)
(2)
(3)

O'CONNOR replied:
Yes.
Yes.
Yes.

(4) In his recommendation Commis-
sioner Kelly said that the union
had a just claim to retrospective
payment of the wage increases in
question from the beginning of the
first pay period in May, 1968. and
in making the recommendation
pointed out that the Industrial
Commission is not empowered
under the Act to make retrospec-
tive orders, and in agreeing to his
examining the matter, neither
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party to the dispute committed
itself to an acceptance of any
recommendation he might make.

(5) Commissioner Kelly's recommen-
dation and the question of retro-
spective payments was fully con-
sidered by Cabinet and a decision
made that no retrospectivity be
granted. Since then representa-
tions have been made by the
Trades & Labour Council for
retrospective payments in this
case but the decision was not
changed. No new factors have
been introduced which were not
subject to the previous considera-
tion, and therefore there is noth-
ing to gain by again referring the
matter to Cabinet.

EDUCATION
Classrooms

Mr. RUSHITON asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) When will work commence on the

site of Bungaree School for six
new classrooms?

(2) When are the classrooms expected
to be ready for occupation by
students?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(2)

Work will commence within 14
days.
it is anticipated that sufficient
classrooms will be available to
house students at the opening of
the school year. The remaining
rooms will be available progres-
sively for growth in numbers dur-
ing the year.

RAILWAYS
Transfer of Gangs

Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister
for Railways:
(1) Is it correct that railway gangs

have been transferred from
centres on the Kalgoorlie-Leonora
line? If so, from what centres?

(2)
(3)

is the decision irrevocable?
At what centres will gangs be
retained to service this line?

(4) Is he satisfied that the gang, or
gangs, referred to in (3) above
will be adequate to maintain the
line in safe working condition?

Mr. O'CONNOR. replied:
(1) Yes. Gangs have been transferred

from Broad Arrow, Kookynie, and
Leonora.

(2) Yes.
(3) Kalgoorlie and Menzies.
(4) Yes.

4. RAILWAYS
Employjment of Mr. P. Brown

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister far
Railways:
(1) Did the advertising consultant,

Mr. Peter Brown, ever apply for a
position for employment with the
W.A.G.R.?

(2) If so, what were the reasons for
not employing him?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No formal application was made

for employment with the W.A.G.R.
However, the possibility of en-
gagement as a consultant, but
not on an immediate basis, was
discussed. Subsequently he was
appointed by the Government for
a Period of 12 months to under-
take a survey of outdoor adver-

-tising in Western Australia.
(2) Answered by (1).

5. LAND
Sale at Forrestdale

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Lands:

Was all the land which was
auctioned by the department in
the Forrestdale subdivision on
Saturday morning last taken up?

Mr. BOVE9LL replied:
I do not know what the honour-
able member means by "taken up."

Mr. Jamieson: Was it all sold?
Mr. BOVELL: 1 have no definite

knowledge of the number of lots
sold, but I do know it Was a
very satisfactory sale and that
the price range for the land was
maintained at the lowest possible
level for housing purposes.

6. RAILWAYS DEPARTMENT
Salaried Sftaff

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Railways:

WVhat was the total number of
salaried staff employed by the
W.A.G.R.-
(a) at the 30th September. 1049;
(b) at the 30th September, 1969?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(a) 1,702-for the pay period

ended the 23rd September.
1949.

(b) 2,132-for the pay period
ended the 23rd September.
1969.

WHEAT DELIVERY QUOTAS BILL
Third Reading

MR. NALDER (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) [2.33 p.mijl: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.
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MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) (2.34
p..: The other day the Minister for
Agriculture assured the House that those
farmers who were aggrieved as a conse-
quence of their Quota allocation could
write to the Wheat Quotas Committee and
their quotas would be reviewed.

This was an unequivocal statement by
the Minister. I queried the fact and said
I believed the Wheat Quotas Committee
would not have any wheat to allocate or
that if it did it would be a very small
amount. But the Minister gave an assur-
ance that there was every possibility of
the quotas being changed on application.
He also said that all quotas would' be re-
viewed.

I was rather surprised, therefore, when
Immediately after the debate concluded I
walked downstairs and, on picking uip a
copy of The Countryman, found the fol-
lowing:-

Agriculture Minister Nalder said
last week that quotas could not be
issued at Present to 300 growers whose
applications involved deliveries of
wheat also claimed in part or in whole
by other growers.

most of these were currently the
subject of correspondence or other
action by the committee.

The Minister went on to say-
No provision had been made for

appeals against quota allocations.
However, growers had the right to

write to the quota committee indicat-
ing circumstances that would appear to
require reconsideration.

In essence the Minister is saying that
while no provision is made for the purpose,
every grower has the right to write to
the Wheat Quotas Committee. Of course
the growers have this right; nobody can
deny them this right. But what is the
point of writing unless there is some
chance of their being granted a realloca-
tion? The article continues-

Mr. Nalder said that basic quotas
issued might be increased by supple-
mentary quotas if, as was now
expected, the total wheat yield was
less than the quota allocated to the
State.

But the amount of such supple-
mentary quotas would be deducted
from the growers' quotas for next
season.

Farmers unable to fill their basic
quota this year could expect next year
a quota in excess of that to which they
could have been entitled if they had
delivered their Quota in full In 1969-70.

The significant point is that while the
Minister is assuring the House that one
set of conditions obtains, according to the
issue of The Countryman-if the report
is correct-something quite different
actually exists.

I support the third reading of the Bill
on the understanding firstly, that all
Quotas will be reviewed, because this was
the assurance given by the Minister; and,
secondly, that all the growers will have
the right to write to the Wheat Quotas
Committee and have their quotas reviewed
if circumstances justify this being done.
That is my understanding of the position,
and I want to make It quite clear on this
the third reading that I support the Bill
on this basis.

MR. NALDER (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) [2.37 p.m.]*. All I can say is
that I stand by what I said in the House
during the previous debate on this Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)i

Second Reading: Budget Debate
Debate resumed from the 7th November.

MR. WILLIAMS (Bunbury) [2.39 p.m.]:&
I would like to mention a couple of matters
pertaining to the running of this Chamber
and I1 hope, Sir, that you will convey these
remarks at some later stage to - the
Speaker.

As the House knows, from time to time,
we occasionally have distinguished guests
visiting us from overseas who, because of
their position in other Parliaments, are
given a seat on the floor of the Chamber
behind the Speaker's Chair.

Quite often members of this House do not
realie when such people are present, as
was the case the other day when we had
the Speaker from the House of Assembly
in Fiji (Mr. Kermode) and his wife visiting
us. I suggest that it might be a good idea
if the Speaker welcomed such guests with a
few short remarks indicating their presence
on the floor of the House so that members
might know of any distinguished guests
who might be visiting this Parliament.

I do not think this would take away any-
thing from the dignity of the running of
this Chamber, but it would be a gesture to
both the guests who might be present, and
to members to know they are present.

Another point I wish to raise concerns the
heat. As we all know the weather today
is quite hot though it is reasonably cool in
this Chamber. I do feel, however, that
later this evening the heat will penetrate
the building and the Chamber.

Mr. Bovell: Only climatically, I hope.
Mr. WILLI AMS: As we all know, there

are no facilities for circulating the air,
though some members at the present time
are adding something to the heat by the
inaudible remarks they are making from
their places in the House.
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I believe consideration is being given to
the installation of fans of some description
in this Chamber. When we start sitting in
March of next year, and if the summer is
long and hot, we could experience very
warm weather. It has often been said that
if an inch is given someone will take a
mile. However, I believe that if a rule
were made for behaviour in this Chamber,
members would respect it. Therefore, if
coats could be removed at the Speaker's
discretion, members would respect this
rule. Members would no doubt have to wear
ties and long-sleeve shirts, otherwise some
members would come in wearing open-neck
shirts, shorts, and even, possibly, shortee
pyjamas. The rule would have to be ad-
hered to and I believe-as do other mem-
bers-that during the summer months.
particularly on hot days, members, for
their own comfort, should be able to remove
their coats.

Mr. Nalder: This was suggested by the
member for Icatanning 15 years ago.

Mr. WILLIAMS: The member for Bun-
bury is suggesting it 15 years later, so we
will see what transpires.

Mr. Jamieson: The member for Katan-
ning, the present Minister, came in without
his coat 15 years ago.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I hope you, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, will pass my comments on to the
Speaker, and he may feel disposed to pass
some remarks upon the two suggestions I
have made.

Mr. Graham: Is there a Standing Order
which states we may not appear without
our coats?

Mr. WILLIAMS: I do not know, but per-
haps we should study them and make sure
that there is a Standing Order which
allows us to remove our coats at the dis-
cretion of the Speaker.

Mr. Graham: Why don't you come in
without your coat and see what happens?

Mr. WILLIAMS: Perhaps the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition would like to do
SO.

Mr. Graham: You are the one making
the suggestion.

Several members interjected.
Mr. WILLIAMS: We are not allowed to

fight in this Chamber.
Mr. Graham: How do You know?
Mr. WILLIAMS: It may have been tried

from time to time.
Mr. Graham: It has.
Mr. WILLIAMS: That is getting a little

away from the subject. Returning to the
debate on the Estimates, I would like to
congratulate the Treasurer on the Budget
he has brought down in this very
difficult year. The situation has been
made even more difficult by the drought
and a consequent reduction in rail freights.
In addition at the present time there is

uncertainty concerning the receipt duty
being a valid tax for a State to impose;
and, as has been reported in the Press in
the last few days, the Tr~easurer has stated
that a test ease or two concerning the
present receipt duties will be taken to
court.

Let us face it: no-one likes paying taxes;
no-one at all. However I believe the present
receipt duty is the only tax a State can
impose which is relative to the growth of
the State's prosperity. We all realise that
the equitable tax, of course, is the income
tax, but this the States are not allowed
to impose. The receipt duty has been
imposed and it is now uncertain whether
this is valid. However, it is another type
of tax which each person would pay upon
the growth of his or her income.

I firmly believe that the Premiers when
they meet with the representatives of the
Federal Government will try to devise some
scheme which will enable the States to
impose a tax according to the growth of
the State; and maybe the Federal Govern-
ment will agree to such a plan. If so. this
would enable the States to tax as they
felt it desirable according to the amount
of revenue they required. If such a uniform
tax were imposed to affect everyone, I
believe that over a Period of time some
of the small taxes which most of us feel
inequitable and fiddly, would be removed
from the Statutes, because we would gain
the necessary revenue from the general
uniform tax.

There is one field I believe the Treasury
officials could investigate; that is. probate.

Mr. Davies: Up or down?
Mr. WILLIAMS: f the honourable

member will wait a moment, he will find
out. At the present time both State and
Commonwealth probate duties are imposed.
This means that an estate has to be as-
sessed on two occasions, once by the State
and once by the Commonwealth; and this
leads to a duplication of work. The amount
the Commonwealth Government obtains
from probate duty is really a very snxall
proportion of its actual income. The
Year Book Australia 1968 reveals that the
estate duty gathered by the Commonwealth
in 1966-67-the latest figure available-
was $41,534.000, which would represent less
than 1 per cent. of the total revenue col-
lections of the Commonwealth Government.

The Probate duties of this State
amounted to something like $6,000,000 in
the last financial year-1968-69-which
represents, on a percentage basis, about
2.2 per cent. of our total income which
was $275,000.000. If the Commonwealth
Government could make this available to
the States it would, I believe, at the same
time enable the States to revise their
probate duty because of the cost factor.
They could revise it so the minimum
amount, which an estate must be before
Probate duty is imposed, could be raised.
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For instance, the dependants of a person
who, at the time of his death, owned a
modern home valued at $16,000 or more,
but with no other assets, is liable for State
death duties. Until some time ago the
normal home of a person which would
now be valued at $16,000 or more would
have been worth much less, and therefore
no probate duty would have been
Paid on the estate when the person
died. However, now, because of the in-
crease in values of properties and land, the
same average home is worth a lot more
and, consequently, the dependants of the
person who has only the home as an asset
are liable for probate.

Mr. O'Connor: How much would they
pay?

Mr. WILI AMS: I am not sure, but all
the amounts are set out in scales. The
same does not apply of course when a
home is in joint names, as was pointed out
by the member for Mirrabooka. This is
something for the individual to decide, and
many workers do not have their homes in
joint names. The home is in the name of
either one or the other.

Should the Commonwealth Government
give the sole right of imposing estate duty
to the States-and I suggest that the
States should hold out for this, on the
basis that there be no strings attached to
it-the States could revise the rates and
raise the minimum amount for exemption
in this tax. In all probability the States
would gain extra revenue because they
would be able to impose a proportion, or
all If they wished, of the amount the Com-
monwealth at present is imposing as a
probate duty.

Over the last few years much has been
said, and not a great deal done, about
retail trading hours of shops. Our Fac-
tories and Shcps Act was introduced In
1904. I ask members to keep In mind
that I am dealing only with the trading
hours of shops, and the particular section
dealing with this aspect was originally
included to protect the employees from
the employers, because the majority of
People in those days were not covered by
industrial awards or agreements. Today I
believe that this particular section is no
longer necessary. The section provides the
employer, the employee, and the public
with certain hours of trading and certain
hours of leisure. -

AS I have said, at the present time
throughout Australia not very many people
would not be covered by industrial awards
or agreements. I took out some figures
concerning all the workers not affected by
Industrial awards or agreements and in
New South Wales the figure was 11.7 per
cent.; South Australia. 12.8 per cent.; Vic-
toria, 15 per cent.; Tasmania, 13.3 per
cent.; Queensland, 10.8 per cent.; and in
Western Australia the figure was 11.3 Per
cent.

Mr. Davies: Where were those figures
taken from?

Mr. WILLIAMS: I rang the Common-
wealth Bureau of Census and Statistics to
obtain them. They are figures which were
taken on a survey conducted by that de-
partment. They do not represent a com-
plete census but are sample figures only
and were taken in May. 1968. If the
honourable member looks In the Com-
monwealth Year Book he will see tbat the
last figures published in this respect were
for May or September. 1963. The figures
I have just given are the latest which the
department has available.

As I have said, the majority of workers
are covered by industrial awards and
agreements with the exception of the per-
centage of people I have just mentioned.
Of course, industrial legislation fully pro-
tects the economic and personal rights of
workers against exploitation, and the
unions do their job and are constantly
vigilant in respect of the rights of work-
ers, hours, conditions, and the implemen-
tation of the various awards.

I would like to request the Minister for
Labour, who handles the Factories and
Shops Act in this State, to re-examine our
legislation with regard to trading hours.
and at the same time, to take particular
notice of the Queensland system for retail
trading hours.

In 1963 when our legislation was up-
dated the Minister for Labour stated that
the appointment Retail Trade Advisory
and Control Committee was the most for-
ward legislative move in Australia so far
as the control of trading hours was con-
cerned. This was Probably true at that
time, but since 1963 other States have
made moves in this direction which have
been far more forward thinking than any
moves we have made.

I state at the outset that I believe the
Retail Trade Advisory and Control Com-
mittee in this State has done its Job in a
functional and efficient way. In the re-
marks whiAch I am making I do not reflect
upon the Committee's ability or upon the
job which It carries out; the commnittee
has done Its best.

The Retail Trade Advisory and Control
Committee in this State comprises three
people, namely-

(a) one shall be the person who for
the time being holds the office of
Secretary for Labour who shall be
the Chairman;

(b) one shall be a person willing to
act as member appointed upon
the joint written nomination of
the bodies known as The Retail
Traders' Association of Western
Australia (Inc.), The Retail Groc-
ers' and Storekeepers' Association
of Western Australia (Incorpor-
ated), and Perth Chamber of
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Commerce (Incorporated) to rep-
resent the occupiers of shops; and

(c) one shall be a person willing to
act as a member appointed upon
the written nomination of the
Minister to represent the purchas-
ers of goods from shops.

This means, of course, that the third per-
son is a member of the public. The pub-
lic has been represented by Mr. R. T. Ash-
worth since the formation of the legisla-
tion In 1963 and Mr. Ashworth Is still the
Public's representative. I believe he does
a fine job on the committee, but no-one
can convince me that one man Is able to
represent the views of the whole of the
buying Public, because I simply cannot see
that this is possible. In this regard, I be-
lieve the Minister could well look at the
system which operates In Queensland.

In Queensland the hours for trading
are set down by an independent commis-
sion; namely, the Industrial Conciliation
and Arbitration Commission. The com-
mission sits as a full bench, which con-
stitutes no fewer than three of the com-
missioners, and hears any case put before
it by employers, employees, or the public.
All these various sections of the com-
munity are entitled to be heard at the
hearing of these cases.

It is interesting to look at the powers
In the Queensland Act and the way In
which It operates. I refer particularly to
section 96B of part VIIA of the Queens-
land Industrial Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion Act. The section is headed, "Trading
hours In shops." The jurisdiction of the
full bench of the commission Is set out in
five parts. I will deal only with a few,
which I consider are the main ones. These
are-

(I) to fix the hour at which shops
may open and the hour at which
shops shall close on any day of
the week;

(it) to fix such hours differently In
respect of trading by wholesale
and by retail respectively;

Subparagraphs Oili), Qiv) and (v) then fix
the hours which are defined for certain
areas, as is the case in Western Australia.
Certain areas have extended hours and
some areas have slightly lesser hours than
the general hours which apply throughout
the State. Under paragraph (v) it is
possible-

(v) to revoke, amend, vary or other-
wise modify any order by another
order.

I move on now to section 96D which is
concerned with the powers and procedure
in relation to orders under part ' fIA of
the Queensland Act, which is the part I
have just quoted. It says-

The Full Bench of the Commission
shall fix a time and place when and
where it will Proceed to make an order

under this Part, whether upon its own
motion or upon the application of an
interested Industrial union, other
organisation or person.

A notice of such proceeding and of
the time and place thereof shall be
published In the Queensland Govern-
ment Industrial Gazette.

The said Full Bench may give such
directions with respect to the giving
of notice of such proceeding and of
the time and place thereof by notice
served upon specified Industrial unions,
other organisations and persons and
by advertisement in specified news-
papers or periodicals as the said Full
Bench deems necessary to ensure that
all industrial unions, other organisa-
tions and Persons which or who are
interested in the matter are notified
of the proceeding and of the time and
place so fixed.

This gives everyone who is interested the
opportunity of knowing that a case is
coming before the commission, and it
enables people to make an application to
the registrar to be heard. The registrar is
able to receive applications and, should he
reject one, the applicant then has the
power of appeal to the full bench of the
commission to review the situation. The
decision given by the commission as to
whether an applicant can be heard or not
is final.

Next I shall refer to the items of which
the commission takes note when making a
deliberation of this kind. These are con-
tained in subsection (4) of section 96D on
page '73 of the Act. It says--

In respect of the making of any
order under section 96B of this Act
the Full Bench of the Commission
may have regard to-
(a) the locality concerned or part

thereof and the needs of the
tourist industry and any other
industry in that locality or any
Part thereof;

(b) the consumer and public interest;
(c) the needs of an expanding popu-

lation;
(d) the needs of an expanding tourist

industry generally including an
expanding tourist industry from
interstate and overseas;

The next Paragraph is very interesting;
namely-

(e) the alleviation of traffic con-
gestion,

Those five headings are the general head-
ings under which the commission meets or
which members of the commission have in
mind when deciding or hearing a case for
extending trading hours. Paragraph (b)-
namely, "the consumer and public interest"
-of which the commission takes note
seems to be given a great deal of promi-
nence in any decision.
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One decision was recently reported in
full in the journal, Australian Retailing.
dated July, 1969. The decision concerned
an application made by a union to do
away with Saturday morning trading. The
court ruled against the applicant. I am
not greatly interested as to how the court
rifled, but I am interested in the procedure
which it took. I have just read to mem-
bers some of the conditions which the
commission takes into account and also
the Prominence which is given to certain
aspects of those conditions. The senior
commissioner, who was one of the three
handling this ease, made a statement
which appears on page 9 of Australian
Retailing, July, 1969. He said-

It follows that in determining
trading hours, the Commission must
take local needs and circumstances
into account. One of the factors to
which we must give our attention is
"the consumer and public interest."

This is their prime Purpose. The number
of organisations in support of the appli-
cation, who were able to be heard at this
hearing, numbered nine, and there were
23 organilsations opposed to it.

It is interesting to look through the list
to see some of the types of organisations
which were for the application and those
which were opposed to It. Those mainly
in favour of the application were unions.
They included the Wynnum Central
Traders' Association; The Mitre 10
(Queensland) Pty. Ltd.; the Australasian
Meat Industry Union of Employees
(Queensland Branch); The Australian
Workers' Union of Employees, Queensland;
The Federated Miscellaneous Workers'
Union, etc.

Those who opposed the application were
organisations representing quite a, large
number of the public and included the
Taxi Council of Queensland; the Queens-
land Women's Electoral League-what the
Electoral League had to do with it I do
not know-the Brisbane Consumers' Asso-
ciation, the National Council of Women of
Queensland, and the Queensland Country
Women's Association. Also, a number of
retail associations and associations of
employers were opposed to the proposition.

As I said earlier, it is not a question of
whether the case was won or lost; the
point I wanted to make was in regard to
the number of members of the public
who could Participate, and the organisa-
tions representing the Public who could
participate and put their case before an
independent commission. In this case
there were three commissioners sitting as
an independent body-inidependent of
trading interests, union interests, and pub-
lie interests. That body was able to
hear evidence from all sides and come to
a decision as to whether the trading hours
should be extended, left as they were, or
reduced.

No doubt the Minister's officers are well
aware of the Position which obtains in
the various States of Australia, and they
know how the Acts of those States operate.
However, as good as our Act was in 1983,
1 think it could be bettered at this stage.
Perhaps by adopting what could be classed
as a composite Act-one incorporating the
best sections of the various Acts through-
out the Commonwealth. So I ask the
Minister to have his officers look at the
Position in the other States, and Parti-
cularly Queensland-whose Act I have
discussed to some extent this afternoon-
because I believe it would be in the public
interest; and, after all, it is the public
we have to serve and we must have re-
gard to public requirements.

Still dealing with trading hours, Queens-
land has a system which is rather unique
in Australia in regard to the trading hours
of chemists. in that State when the
chemists wish to have a revision of their
trading hours they are called together by
the Secretary for Labour or the Chief
Inspector of the Factories and Shops De-
partment, who chairs the meeting. At
the meeting the chemists discuss closing
hours, and the hours are fixed by a vote
taken at a secret ballot, or by a show of
hands. The vote must be carried by a
majority of at least two-thirds of the num-
ber of chemists operating in Queensland.

For after-hours service a system of co-
operatives is used. An area is defined and
all chemists within that area are given
the opportunity to participate in the co-
operative. Apparently they roster them-
selves and take it in turn to operate these
co-operative shops which are set up for
after hours' trading. These establish-
ments are not open during the normal
trading hours. All new chemists who
start businesses within a zone must be
given the opportunity to participate in
the co-operative for that zone. This is
written into the agreement and must be
done.

I think such a system could possibly
overcome some of the problems which we
have in this State as regards chemists'
trading hours. Similarly, we have troubles
from time to time with rostered service
stations in this State. I was in Queens-
land in April or May of last year and I
spent a good deal of time with the Chief
Inspector of the Factories and Shops.
He informed me that there are some 587
service stations which participate in a
roster system for Brisbane. and about 24
or 25 are rostered for after hours' service
each weekend and evening. At the same
time, a number of coin-operated pumps
are also in use. When!I was there, some 214
coin-operated pumps were in operation in
the Brisbane area.

One of the rules laid down is that a
coin-operated pump cannot be used when
a person is in attendance at the service
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station. Even if a customer only wants
change from an attendant at the garage,
the coin-operated pump cannot be worked:
it can be used only when no-one is In at-
tendance. I questioned whether the coin-
operated pumps had any effect on the
rostered service stations during the week-
end, or after hours, but I was informed
that they had no effect at all. Apparently
people who want to get fuel prefer to go
to a rostered service station where a per-
son is in attendance and can wipe the
windscreen, pump up the tyres, check the
oil, and so on, to getting petrol from a
coin-operated pump.

Apparently the coin-operated pumps are
used mainly by those who come into the
city from the country and want to get a
little more petrol, or by those who are
leaving the city and merely want petrol
to take them to the country when the
roster stations are closed.

If the Minister did not want to go as
far as this, or the department did not
think it was a good idea to have coin-
operated Pumps throughout Western Aus-
tralia, or the metropolitan area and the
zoned towns such as Sunbury and Gerald-
ton, I suggest the departmental officers
look at the position in Adelaide where a
limited number of coin-operated pumps are
in use. Prom what I can gather the oil
companies take it in turn to service these
Pumps and to fill the tanks-in other
words, to service the pumps generally.

Mr. O'Neil: The oil companies don't
service the mechanism of the pumps in
Adelaide.

Mr. WILIZAMS: I might have given
members the wrong impression. I did not
mean to imply that the oil companies
service the Pumps, but they keep the tanks
filled with fuel, and this system might be
worth a try; because I believe that in the
city a great deal of use would be made of
coin-operated Petrol pumps.

No doubt the Minister will say that he
has offered to allow this scheme to operate
in Albany, because it is not a zoned area,
but so far this has not been done. How-
ever. as far as I know, in that town the
pumps cannot operate for the full 24 hours
but only for the normal trading hours
that are laid down in our Act at present.

Mr. O'Neil: There is no limit on petrol
trading hours in Albany.

Mr. WILLIAMS: The pumps could
operate for the full 24 hours? I believe
that if one company put In a coin-operated
pump at Sunbury, Albany, or Cieraldton,
other companies would soon follow suit;
they would have to do so. If the com-
panies felt that the setting up of these
pumps might have some effect on their
costs, and therefore on the cost of fuel
to the public, perhaps we could try to put
into operation one of these co-operative
systems that operate in South Australia. In

this way coin-operated pumps could be
installed and the companies could operate
them on a co-operative basis by taking It
In turns to fill the tanks. I believe it
would be worth a try and I sincerely hope
the Minister will give consideration to the
proposition.

Mr. O'Neil: You must remember that in
Adelaide there are no rostered service
stations.

Mr. WTTLIAMS: I realise that; but, as I
pointed out, in Queensland there are coin-
operated pumps and rostered service sta-
tions, and apparently those pumps do not
have any effect on the rostered stations.
As a new service station is opened the
proprietor is given the opportunity to go
on roster and very few, if any at all, have
not taken advantage of the opportunity.
Apparently in Queensland it is not com-
pulsory for service stations to go on roster.

Mr. O'Neil: It is not here.
Mr. WILLIAMS: Apparently the posi-

tion here is the same as Queensland; but in
that State by far the greatest majority
of new service station operators offer
themselves for roster duties. This gives me
the impression that the coin-operated
pumps do not have any great effect on
the rostered service stations.

I would now like to refer to the commit-
tee which has been appointed by the
Minister for Education to investigate the
matter of education needs as agreed to
by the Australian Education Council.
Some time ago I asked the Minister if he
could advise me the names of the people
who had been appointed to the committee
in this State, and he replied that the
committee comprised the Director-General
of Education (Mr. Dettman); the Director
of Special Services (Mr. Woods); and the
Superintendent of Research and Planning
(Mr. Briggs). Those three men are de-
partmnental representatives and, in addi-
tion, there are two representatives from
the W.A. State School Teachers Union and
two from the W.A. Federation of Parents
& Citizens' Association who will be called
in on a consultative basis.

The Minister then outlined the terms
of reference of the committee and the first
Item reads as follows:-

(1) to examine the needs of the State
in repect of-

(a) the administrative struc-
ture, organization and es-
tablishment required to
achieve informed, progrps-
sive and efficient adminis-
tration, effective two-way
communication and desir-
able human and public re-
lations.

Since asking that question I have had a
good deal of correspondence from parents
and citizens' associations. They are most
concerned that a committee has been

formed consisting of only departmental
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representatives and I agree with them to
a large degree. I do not agree with some
of the conunents they make that this
should be a body that does not have any
representatives of the Education Depart-
ment on it, because I am of the opinion
that any committee inquiring into the
needs of education would need to have
some representation from the Education
Department, and representatives who arc
educationists.

Nevertheless I also consider that a great
deal of benefit could be derived by hav-
ing on this committee people of outside
interests, such as a representative from
the University of W.A., the Teachers
Union and the Parents and Citizens'
Federation. The Minister was also good
enough to get for me information from
other States on the composition of
equivalent committees in those States. I
find it is a fairly mixed sort of bag. In
South Australia the committee is puroly
a departmental one. In Queensland, de-
partmental officers act on the committee,'together with the President of the Queens-
land Teachers' Union and a senior lec-
turer of the University of Queensland
specialising in education administration.

in Victoria the committee is very
mixed. There are a number of officers of
the Education Department who are mem-
bers, and then, from time to time, repre-
sentatives of various bodies are asked to
participate in the deliberations of the
committee to hear reports of progress as
well as being invited to make written sub-
missions. Those bodies include-

Victorian Teachers' Union.
Victorian Secondary Teswhers' Asso-

ciation.
Victorian High School Principals'

Association.
Victorian Council of School Organisa-

tions.
Association of Principals of Victorian

Technical Institutions
Victorian Institute of Inspectors of

Schools.
In Tasmania the committee comprises
three departmental representatives and
two representatives from outside; name]:.
the President of the Tasmanian Teachers'
Federation, and a member of the Tas-
manian Council of State School Parents
and Friends' Association, which I gather
would be the equivalent of our Parents
and Citizens' Federation.

In New South Wales the committee~
comprises five departmental representatives
and five representatives from outside the
department who are full voting members
of that committee. Therefore, in view of
the composition of the committees of the
other States, I would like to see the Minis-
ter for Education place on the comnmittee
set up in Western Australia to inquire
into the needs of education two or three
people from outside the department,

whether they be from the University of
W.A.. the Teachers Union, or the Parents
and Citizens' Federation. I firmly believe
that the appointment of members from
outside could do nothing else but good.

I1 have a great deal of time for the three
departmental representatives on the com-
mittee, but I fall to see how they could
critically analyse themselves on the work
performed in their own department. This
principle applies not only to those men
but also to members of Parliament if they
were asked to critically analyse them-
selves on work perforned in their own
electorates, For most human beings, this
is physically impossible.

Mr. Davies: We let the electors do it
for us.

Mr. WILLIAMS: That is right. I consider
we should have some outside representa-
tation on this committee, and if the Min-
ister so desired he could appoint such
representatives in conjunction with the
departmental representatives to inquire
into the administration of the Education
Department, and I believe this policy would
be most beneficial to the workings of the
department, the officers themselves, and
the whole of the system.

There is nothing new in appointing
people from outside to act on these com-
mittees, because the members of the
secondary education committee in Western
Australia were many and varied, as can
be seen from the report. There were five
departmental representatives, and six
members drawn from outside the depart-
ment. I think the report submitted by that
committee is a very good one. The com-
mittee that was appointed to inquire into
tertiary education in Western Australia
had a number of members drawn from out-
side the Education Department, many of
whom were not even educationists. Those
members were Sir Laurance Jackson, who
was the Chairman; C. C. Adams, W. C. K.
Pearse, S. L. Prescott, T. L. Robertson, and
K. J. Townsing, the Under-Treasurer.

That is another precedent of people from
outside the department being appointed to
a committee of inquiry, if we wish to look
for a precedent to support this argument.

Mr. Lewis: That committee was ap-
pointed for a different purpose, of course.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Yes, but it was ap-
pointed to inquire into education. I believe
that certain members of the public in
other spheres of life apart from educa-
tion can give a good deal of assistance
in this field.

There are two other matters I want to
mention, if I have the time.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: You have six
minutes.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Thank you. One
relates to the provision of science facilities
for students in Bunbury, particularly those
attending the Bunbury Senior High School.
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in view of the location on which this high
school is built there is, at present, virtually
no room to expand, It is a very difficult
site, and if the number of students are
allowed to increase any further, the posi-
tion will be aggravated. I understand that
the department, however, at present states
that no further enrolments will be made
at this school, because students will be sent
to the Newton Moore High School which
has very good science and library facilities,
but unfortunately it is only a three-year
high school.

I believe that the department will, at
some stage, have to review the position
relating to the Bunbury High School.
There are two schools at present: one
serving the people on one side of the boun-
dary line defined by the Education Depart-
ment, and the other serving the people on
the opposite side of that line. In my
opinion there is an urgent need to turn the
Newton Moore High School into a fourth-
year and fifth-year high school to relieve
the overcrowded position at the Bunbury
High School. If the boundaries were altered
in some way and the number of enrolments
at the Bunbury High School dropped, this
might make available a few rooms in which
science and library facilities could be pro-
vided, whether by Commonwealth grants
or from our own State funds. in addition,
if the Newton Moore High School could be
upgraded such moves would go a long way
towards overcoming the problems which
exist at present.

The last matter I wish to raise comes
within the jurisdiction of the Minister for
Works. Some little time ago I asked
whether there would be any consideration
given to dredging that portion of the
estuary from west of the site of the new
harbour proposal down to what is locally
called "The Plug." In reply, the Minister
said to do this would require a great deal
of sounding and investigational work.
Later I asked the Minister whether this
work would be done at this stage and he
replied "No."

Mr. Tonkin: You should have asked him
for an island.

Mr. WILLIAMS: We already have the
Anglesea Island and we may have to es-
tablish another one. I would like to see
the necessary soundings and survey work
performed as a preliminary to conducting
dredging in the area, especially as a
dredge is already stationed there and looks
as though it will complete Its present con-
tract very shortly. If the dredge could
be taken into the estuary area and the
present waterway cleaned out by folding
back some of the low-lying land a beauti-
ful foreshore would be created on the south
side of Koomnbana Bay.

When the new harbour is completed and
the channel cut through, this area will
make an ideal small boat harbour for
boating enthusiasts and suchlike. Not a

great deal of fishing Is done in this section
of the estuary, and this has been the cuse
f or some few years.

I ask the Minister to give serious con-
sideration to this, because by using the
machine already there-that Is, D~redging
Industries' unit-I would say at a rough
guess that the whole project could be
carried out In a period of probably three
or four weeks, and no longer. As far as
cost Is concerned, I would not like to
hazard a guess. It would be up to the
officers to work that out. I hope the Mint-
lster will give this matter serious consid-
eration.

Sir David Brand: Have you any idea of
the cost?

Mr. WILLIAMS; No. I do not know
how many cubic yards of spoil it would
be required to move, but it would be only
a fraction of the amount that is being
removed at the moment which is about
600,000-odd cubic yards. I say, at a rough
guess, that only a sixth of this, or maybe
less, would be required.

Mr. Jamieson: The Minister has gone
down to Investigate It this afternoon.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I sincerely hope he has,
and I would be very pleased to bear from
him when he returns. I do hope he will
look at this matter in the light of the fact
that it would save money to have this Job
completed while the dredge Is there, be-
cause It is the most suitable machine. It
has other places to go but it is running
ahead of schedule, and therefore if it were
used for the project I have suggested, its
programme of work In other parts would
not be affected.

With those remarks I support the Bill.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [3.22 p.m.]:
One of the disadvantages of speaking late
in a debate of this nature is that many of
the issues which were important a month
ago have been dealt with either by other
speakers or by the Government. More often
than not they have also been dealt with by
the newpapers. I think the newpapers have
launched a crusade lately and it has been
good to see them taking up the cudgels ont
behalf of the section of the community
which has not been getting what we might
term a f air go. I am delighted they have
been dealing lately with the question of
consumers and I join with the member for
Bunbury in suggesting that this is some-
thing the Governent could well look at,
because it is now more than ever, and as
time goes on it will become even more,
necessary to do something about protecting
the consumers from the avalanche of ad-
vertisements and so forth to which they are
subjected, but which mean so little.

I could not help but feel that when the
Treasurer introduced his Budget he was
not quite so spirited as he has been on
other occasions. This is no doubt due
to the difficulties he has encountered with
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the drought and also with the problem of
stamp tax duty, which is one which could
continue un~til things settled down a little
in Canberra. I do not know whether the
Premier has any comment to make on the
appointment of the Federal Treasurer. I
hardly see there will be any mending of
friendships In Canberra under the present
set-up.

Sir David Brand: We must wait until
it is a fact, and not just a "perhaps."

Mr. DAVIES: I agree, although on
matters such as this the newspapers are
fairly accurate; but they had buried Gorton
last week. For my part ray money was on
him, and for once I was proved to be right.

I found little to be enthusiastic about in
the Budget. There were certain suggestions
concerning land tax, but by the same
token there were -increased rail and bus
fares. Once again the -section of the comn-
munity which can least afford to suffer
further, has been hit. We have, under
recent legislation, provided for those own-
ing homes valued at $8,000 or less to be
exempt from land tax and metropolitan
region improvement tax. However, we must
realise that many people in this com-
munity are not in a position to own their
own home, and they will continue to be not
in that position for many years to come
and, perhaps, forever. They will always
pay rent and they will therefore not benefit
from the waiving of the land tax and
metropolitan region improvement tax.
These are probably the same people-those
in the lower income bracket-who must use
public transport, whether they like it or
not to get to and from work.

Therefore they will not enjoy the exemp-
tion from land tax, and they will pay the
extra fares for rail and bus transport; so,
although they form the section of the com-
munity which can least afford to give any-
thing further, they are the ones who will be
worst Uit.

Looking through the Budget I cannot
see any great social reforms forecast or
any benefit at all to be enjoyed by members
of the community. However, I suppose the
community itself is becoming aware of
where its true representation lies. Indeed
I have had evidence of that here today.
Whilst the Government has not been able
to introduce very much to benefit the
ordinary taxpayer, I am pleased to say
that by the persistent efforts of one of
the members of the Opposition-and I refer
to the member for Belmont-there has
been a move in the Taxation Department
which will result in at least some slight
refund to every taxpayer in Western AUs-
tralia. I say this because at present every
taxpayer has to pay 1C stamp duty for
every $10 he earns. Up until the present
time this has not been allowed as a taxation
deduction.

The member for Belmont. together with
many others, thought this was totally un-
fair. I believe the ordinary run-of-the-
mil member of Parliament pays some-

thing just short of $8 a year in stamp
tax, and every other wage-earner would
also pay stamp tax.

The member for Belmont claimed it as
a deduction in 1968, which was, I think,
the first year it became operative; and it
was disallowed. He appealed to the Taxa-
tion Department and his appeal was dis-
allowed; so he took the matter to the
Commonwealth Taxation Board of Review
No. 2. The board heard Us case some
months ago, when he appeared on his own
behalf, and a representative of the Deputy
Commissioner of Taxation in this State
appeared on behalf of the Taxation De-
partment.

In my hand I have the board's judg-
ment dated the 7th November, 1969, under
the Income Tax Assessment Act 1938-1968.
The case was between Colin John Jamie-
son and the Commissioner of Taxation. The
three-man board unanimously agreed that
State stamp duty is a permissible deduc-
tion for income tax purposes. This means
that if a person is paying $5, $6, $7, or
more Per year in State stamp duty and
he is on a taxation rate of 40c In the
dollar, or perhaps a bit less, he will save.
$2 or $3 by way of refund.

Mr. Jamieson: The worst feature is that
the Premier will get the most back after
I have done all the work.

Sir David Brand: You took the words
right out of my mouth.

Mr. Jamieson., You were thinking about
that?

Sir David Brand: Yes. Mine is about $9.

Mr. DAVIES: The Premier, being the
highest paid member in this Chamber, is
the person who will, because of the per-
sistence of the member for Belmont, bene-
fit most of all members of Parliament.
I think this is an important decision be-
cause, in fact. we were paying tax on the
stamp duty paid.

Sir David Brand: It shows we can work
together for good.

Mr. DAVIES: This is a bad principle and
I congratulate the member for Belmont on
his persistence in continuing to fight the
Taxation Department on this matter when
all appeared lost and when some of his
own fellow members had suggested he
should not bother to take the matter any
further.

The decision was dated, as I have said.
In Melbourne on the 7th November this
year, and was signed by Mr. Donovan,
chairman, Mr. J. Davies, a member, and
Mr. 0. Thompson, also a member, Taxa-
tion Board of Review No. 2. As I have
said, their decision Is unanimous and, from
now on, State stamp duty will be a per-
mnissible deduction for taxation purposes.
Every taxpayer in the State will enjoy some
benefit from It.
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Some mention has been made recently-
in fact, In the debate this afternoon-of
the average wage of Western Australians
and how this has taken a. great leap for-
ward. Averages are always difficult to
assess accurately, but I have endeavoured
to find out the Position from the Taxation
Department. Consequently, I have dis-
covered that to talk of an average wage
of something of the order of $70 per week
sounds very attractive but, in point of fact,
very few People are receiving that average
wage. The latest figures I could obtain
were for the financial year, 1967-68. There
were 350,000 taxpayers in Western Aus-
tralia during that year. Of that number
128,668 earned less than $2,000 a Year.
Altogether 92.920 people earned between
$2,000 and $2,999 per year and 66,425
between $3,000 and $3,999 per year. There
were 28,449 people earning between $4,000
and $4,999 per Year and, consequently,
earning less than $5,000 a year. The
greater preponderance earned below $3,000
per year and the subtotal of people earn-
ing less than $5,000 per year amounted to
316,462. Altogether 29,090 people earned
between $5,000 and $10,000 and 5,104 people
earned between $10,000 to $100,000 and
over.

All in all 350,656 taxpayers Paid
$1,009,487,341 in income tax. I have
already stated that it is difficult to truly
assess the position through averages, but
if one averages out the figures I have given
it comes to something like $2,879 per
annumn which, in turn, is something like
$55.36 per week.

I do not know how the average wage,
which is given out from time to time, is
assessed. The fact remains that when
one takes the taxation figures, which I
consider are more truly indicative of money
earned by taxpayers in Western Austra-
lia, one finds that things are not nearly
so rosy as they appear. Also I recall two
reports in The West Australian in recent
weeks to the effect that women are now
working in greatly increased numbers.
The figures I have looked at in this re-
spect are quite outstanding and beyond
anything I had anticipated.

I do not think the community is nearly
-as prosperous as one might imagine even
if one kids oneself. I am sorry to say that,
because I would like to see everybody
enjoy the greatest amount of prosperity.
However, I find there is an increasing
need for families to have a second income
and, if the wife does not go out to work.
then the husband has to obtain a second
job. In my district alone, I imagine the
incidence of double-income families has
increased over the past several years far
more than it bad over the previous 10
Years. I have nothing to back that up,

except my knowledge of the difficulties
which are brought before me. I know of
the difficulties with housing-

Sir David Brand: The availability of Jobs
has had something to do with it.

Mr. DAVIES: I agree that we want
people to have as much affluence as is
Possible and I am pleased there are jobs
available for them. The fact remains
that many of them do not go out to work
by choice but to keep up with the Joneses
-and the Joneses themselves are experi-
encing an increasingly decreasing stand-
ard.

Sir David Brand: The same Percentage
of people does this In other States as in
Western Australia. In fact, the trend
all over the world is exactly the same.

Mr. DAVIES: I agree and I am not
criticising. I am saying that this is being
done to enable people to maintain stand-
ards.

Sir David Brand: Of course.
Mr. DAVIES: I also say that in many

cases women would prefer to stay borne
and be ordinary housewives. On the other
hand. I understand some housewives are
only too pleased to go out to work. How-
ever, I am totally inexperienced in this
direction and I cannot speak with any
authority.

Sir David Brand: That is right.

Mr. DAVIES: The Position of land is
something which continues to worry the
Opposition. I will not say very much
on this subject, because the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition spoke on it the other
evening. I am Pleased-as I am sure
other members are-to see what is hoped
to be some levelling out in the Price of
land. The Opposition does not like the
price at which land has levelled out, but
the fact remains that the legislation which
has been passed appears to be having
some effect.

I do not believe the boom is over by
any manner of means. Indeed, I think
this morning's paper refers to the interests
of developing companies being transferred
to rural Interests, and I think this is where
the true test of the Government will
come. I believe that with the Santa
Maria group alone we will see a test of
strength before very long. I am inclined
at this stage to have a few cents on the
development company. I notice that
Alan Bond will form Australian Land
Holdings, which Is referred to in a Press
report dated the 22nd October, 1969. He
certainly goes to pains to point out that
It is concerned with rural land. I can
hardly believe that he will form a land
holding company without holding some
real hope that there will be development
in the area.

At this stage I wish to go on record
as saying that I am inclined to have a
few cents on the developers as I see things
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now, despite what the Premier and the Gov-
erment say about development of rural
land so far as the Santa Maria area is
concerned.

Sir David Brand-, Does the honourable
member think that Mr. Bond ought to win
out on this argument, if there is an argu-
ment?

Mr. DAVIES: From what I have read,
I cannot help but feel, as I have already
Indicated, that he has more than some
hope that he will be allowed to develop It.
I cannot Imagine why Australian Land
Holdings will be formed as a company If
this Is not so, despite what has been said.
As I have indicated, I would be prepared to
wager a few cents. Indeed, If I were able,
I would be prepared even to invest a few
dollars In the company, but I am not able
to at the present time.

Mr. Burke: The underwriters for the
issue of shares must agree with you and
share your confidence.

Mr. DAVIES: I want to go on record as
having said this. I hope I will not be
able to say in 12 months' time, "I told
you so! The Government has not shown
enough strength on this." I hope this will
not' be the case, but I think it will. I
invite the Premier to try to prove me wrong
if he can.

One matter has distressed me more than
a little. Fortunately, this matter has been
taken up by the Press and I think It has
been laid suitably to rest. The Minister
for Industrial Development-or the minis-
ter for economic development, as I heard
him referred to on the news one morning
-seems to have been quite overwhelmed
by the heady atmosphere of American
finance circles.

Mr. Bertram: Pollution!
Mr. DAVIES: The Minister for Indus-

trial Development seems to be willing to
prostrate himself and his State before
American finance. I wonder whether his
reaction was triggered by a question asked
by the Leader of the opposition In this
very place on Thursday, the 16th October.
The Leader of the Opposition drew atten-
tion to the fact that the Minister for In-
dustrial Development was going to Cali-
fornia and asked whether he would avail
himself of the opportunity to see some-
thing of what was being done In California
with regard to smog. The Minister for
Industrial Development gave a rather
lengthy answer, for which he Is well
known. He said-

My main purpose is to follow a line
of prevention rather than a line of
cure. I think the Leader of the Oppo-
sition has foreshadowed that preven-
tion Is better than cure.

Indeed, Sir, I think we could all agree with
that.

Mr. Rushton: Have you read a copy of
the minister's address?

Mr. DAVIES: Wait a minute! I have
not read a copy of the Minister's address;
I was about to say that all I can go on is
what I have read In the Ness, the com-
ment that the Minister made, and the fact
that The West Australian apparently tried
to get a copy from the Minister for In-
dustrial Development, but by that time
he was headed for the highlands of Brazil.
I should Imagine he will want to know
what price that country gets for Its iron
ore, and I hope he will be able to do a
better deal for us when he gets back.

However, I think the Minister for In-
dustrial Development has done a dis-
courtesy to the State and to the Parlia-
ment by the manner in which he handled
this Question, and by prostrating himself
before the wealth of America In the hope
that he will be able to get the people there
to invest a little more money in this State.
I do not know whether he feels that the
Leader of the opposition is in the camp
of the conservationists and protectionists;
but If this has triggered off his outburst,
then we can only apologise. The reaction
from the community at large has been one
of overwhelming abhorrence. I only hope
that the Premier will not have to ask the
Minister to resign when he comes back,
as against asking him to stay as he had to
on a previous occasion.

However, the fact remains that I want
to register my protest and, even though
I have not read the full statement, there
has been insufficient evidence to show that
the minister did not say It to convince me
that this was not in fact the point of the
statement he made. I am quoting some
Australia-wide newspapers as well as our
own local newspapers. I was shocked and
sickened that anyone could go overseas
and sell out this State In that manner. It
did not leave a nice taste in my mouth.

I would like to say a few words on the
Brown report on advertising, and I am
sorry the Minister for Railways is not
here at the moment. This is the greatest
confidence trick which has been put over
the Government since the famous-or
should I say infamous-Key West project
back in about 1961. Here we have a man
who is totally unqualified and who came
out here as an assisted migrant. He could
not get a job so he hawked himself around
to advertising agencies, including the
Railways Department. He had a letter
from the Agent-General and he conned the
Minister for Industrial Development and
the Minister for Railways-who, I am
pleased to see has now got the word and
returned to his seat--into giving him a
job. He has since brought down a report
which is an insult to the State and an
insult to the intelligence of any person who
has the interests of the State at heart.

Firstly, I want to refer to the reply of
the Minister for Railways to a question
I asked without notice today regarding
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this unqualified man who was paid $7,000-
plus to write a report on Western Auis-
tralian advertising. The Minister said that
Mr. Brown made no formal application for
employment with the W.A.G.R. The fact
remains that this man applied to the
publicity section of the railways for a. job
and was interviewed. I do not know
whether the Minister wants to see form
308, or whatever form is completed when
an applicant applies for a job. However,it is a fact that this man applied to the
department and was interviewed, and the
Minister should have known that. If he
got his information from the commercial
or publicity section of the department,
they have given him the wrong answer.

I have many friends in the Railways
Department and they did not come tittle-
tattling to me; since the report was tabled
I have found out the facts from my own
investigations. Mr. Brown was interviewed
and found to be lacking in many respects;
he was proved to be a man who went
around saying, "That would be a good site
for an advertisement; let us sell it to
somebody."

Mr. O'Connor: If he was interviewed,
I will see the chap who interviewed him.

Mr. DAVIES: He was interviewed, and
his qualifications were found to be
lacking.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.2 p.m.

Mr. DAVIES: As I said previously, I
consider that the Brown report on adver-
tising is the greatest confidence trick that
has been put over the Government since
the Key West debacle about 1961. I believe
this man was unqualified and that he came
out here as an assisted migrant, which of
course cannot be held against him. He had
letters of introduction. He hawked himself
around to various advertising firms and the
Railways Department. None of these firms,
or the Railways Department, felt his quali-
fications were sufficient to warrant
emnploying him. Yet he was able to suggest
to the Government it was time we had a
complete review of advertising signs In
Western Australia. The Railways Depart-
ment bore half the cost and the Minister
for Industrial Development bore the other
hal.

How a man such as this could put a
proposition up to the Government like he
did and in such a way that the Govern-
ment fell for it is completely beyond me,
because it suggests that no-one in this
State has ever worried about advertising
hoardings previously. This is completely
wrong. One has only to refer to the
newspapers to learn that this question
is raised constantly. I am sure the Rail-
ways Department itself has made sub-
missions to the Government for the
appointment of additional staff to carry
out the maintenance required on adver-
tising- hoardings, but nothing has been

done. On every occasion the reply the
department has received is that the matter
is being investigated.

In ray opinion there is ample evidence
of what is required in regard to adver-
Uising in Australia already. I have already
referred to the daily Press, but there is
also another work which has been pub-
lished entitled, Australian Outrage. This
is a study of ugliness by the Australian
Institute of Architects. The subject has
also been dealt with by Mr. Robin Boyd.

His book, entitled Australian Ugliness
contains much greater detail of the sub-
ject than the report submitted by Mr.
Brown.

I might point out that Robin Boyd and
others say that whilst we operate under
the free enterprise system, and whilst
the profit incentive remains, very little
real advancement will be made in the
field of advertising ugliness.

Mr. O'Connor: I take it you do not
agree with Mr. Brqwn's report?

Mr. DAVIES: I certainly do not, be-
cause Mr. Brown has reported on a score
or more examples. Probably the worst
examples ar6 In the metropolitan area.

Mr. O'Connor: There are many of them,
are there not?

Mr. DAVIES: Of course there are not!
Advertising alone does not necessarily
create ugliness. One has only to trav-
along Cambridge Street, and several other
streets in the metropolitan area, to see
what the State Electricity Commission is
doing to create ugliness by erecting poles
and stringing wires between them. One
does not have to travel very far from
here to see dozens of poles erected along
our streets on which lights are twinkling
in red, green, and amber colours, which
almost reminds one of the Crystal Palace
on opening night. No wonder there arc
so many accidents at several intersections
along Hay Street. Apart from that, one
has only to walk down Hay Street to s'~e
dozens of signs indicating "no parking":
"restrictions on parking"; "restricted
zone"; and so on. In my opinion these
signs constitute ugliness.

I find nothing offensive in the adver-
tising signs that appear on the water
tower at the foot of the Horseshoe Bridge
in William Street. I find nothing really
offensive in the advertising hoardings that
are erected on railway property in various
parts of the city. All they require in
some cases is a little maintenance and
they would be improved. I agree that
there are places where some advertising
signs should be cleaned up and others
taken down, but the local authorities
already have the power to order this to
be done. The position at present shows
a lack of interest on the part of local
government bodies. local councillors, and
members of Parliament.
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There Is no great Australian ugliness
in the sense portrayed by Mr. Peter Brown.
What he has said is nothing new to any-
one who has taken any notice of oners
environment. Irn any case, In his report
he shows a photograph of an establish-
ment which he states is situated in St.
George's Terrace, but, in fact, it is situated
in Wellington Street. This leads me to
believe that half of the Photographs were
taken after he arrived back in London.

Mrt. O'Connor:, That is not right. They
were taken before he left here and, in
fact, he showed them to me.

Mr. DAVIES: I1 have never seen Mr.
Brown, but after his attack on such a
reputable officer as Mr. Horrigan and
other officers in the Railways Department,
I have not much faith in his report. Here
again the Government was not too smart
in coming forward to defend those rail-
way officers. If any member on this side
of the House attacks a civil servant we
are very quickly told, "They are good and
loyal men," but on this occasion the Gov-
ernment did not attempt to defend these
railway officers.

Mr. O'Connor: I defended them when
I appeared on each television channel.

Mr. DAVIES: I apologise to the Minis-
ter, but I never watch television except
on Sunday night, because I am too busy.
Sunday night is my one television night
of the week. If the Minister did defend
those officers on television, I apologise.
Nevertheless, I do not think Mr. Brown
had the right to use the language he did
when referring to Mr. Horrigan and
others. He was only a "two-minute man'
in this State and he tried to tell us some-
thing which any sensible person already
knows, and for that he was paid $7,000!
It is the greatest confidence trick I have
ever seen perpetrated.

one item in the Treasurer'6 Budget
speech which apparently has not had much
mention, refers to 400 ex-patients who are
now living in hostels in the metropolitan
area and who no longer require active
psychiatric care or treatment as in-
patients. To care for these people the
Treasurer stated that an amount of
$120,000 had been provided to permit the
paympnt of a subsidy of $1 a day to ap-
proved hostels. This seems to be an ex-
cellent scheme. The Premier went on to
say-

Their placement in hostels provides
an excellent transition in their
progress back to normal life in the
community and at the same time
relieves the burden on the hospitals,
permitting those patients who most
need it to obtain more intensive treat-
ment.

They are very high sounding principles
and ones which I think all of us could
support. In The West Australian of the
l0th November, 1969. the Minister for

Health, when Presenting certificates to 18
psychiatric nurses and rehabilitation as-
sistants who had just completed part of
their training, was reported as saying-

The days of utter hopelessness in
mental health and of locking people
up and forgetting them were nearly
over, Health Minister MacKinnon said
yesterday.

Before I mention anything further about
these persons who are to be subsidised, I
want to say that today, in another place,
an announcement was made that rio
inquiry will be held into the allegations
that were contained in statements made
by the two male nurses employed at the
Claremont Hospital. I could agree with
practically 99 per cent. of the sentiments
which motivate the Government in this
regard. I do not believe that any inquiry
motivated by malice-and I feel that these
statements have been brought about by
mnalice-could be successful,

Is only hope that if an inquiry is to be
held within the department itself, any
relative of a person who has been named
in a report or who has been the subject of
any complaint will be allowed to give
evidence. Several persons -have been
named and the father of one of the boys
pointed out to me that he had not been
very happy with the way his official com-
plaint had been received and he would
like the matter investigated further if this
were possible. So I appeal to the Govern-
ment to invite any relative of any one
of the persons named in the report to give
evidence to the authorities conducting the
inquiry.

I do not think such a request is un-
reasonable. In fact, I think it is a sug-
gestion the Government could well im-
plement for the peace of mind of the
relatives of the persons concerned. As I
have already stated, I have noticed that
the Government intends to grant a sub-
sidy of $1 a day to hostels which accom-
modate those persons who have been
patients, I endeavoured to conduct some
research into this matter and I asked the
Minister representing the Minister for
Health where the 1968 and 1969 Mental
Health Services reports were available.
This was following a question of the 4th
November when I was told that the reports
had been delayed pending the receipt of
statistical information.

Further, when I asked if I could see the
reports, such as they were, In draft form,
I was told that they were at the head
office of the Mental Health Services, were
not yet in proper -form for inspection, but
would be within 10 days. So, whilst the
reports were ready for the printer on the
4th November, except for the completion
of a few statistics that had to be added,
the position changed dramaticafly on the
following day when r asked to see them.
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This, generally, indicates the attitude of
the Government towards replies given to
questions, and if it continues we will need
to take the matter up fairly forcibly.
Earlier the Premier was very critical about
the type of questions that were asked, but
when a private member has to ask a
further question to clarify the answer he
has been given to a previous question,
surely members on this side of the House
cannot be blamed for the questions they
ask.

Sir David Brand: I1 was not critical of
the type of question; I merely said that
they take up a lot of time in seeking
information that could be obtained from
the various departments at any time.

Mr. DAVIES: Of course the Information
required by members is always available
somewhere, but the fact remains that
private members have not the time to do
the research.

The Premier says this is a service to be
given by private members. I would sug-
gest that it is time the Premier went back
into the rank of private members; if he
did he would be aware of the tremendous
amout of work-including filing, corres-
pondence, interviews, and telephone calls
-which private members have to do. The
private members do not have secretaries
or public relations experts to help them;
and they cannot simply nod their heads
to suggestions and have everything at-
tended to for them. They themselves have
to do the work. Surely the Premier re-
members that.

I take it this subsidy is of great bene-
fit to the persons who enjoy it; and I
take It that some strides have been made
in regard to the Mental Health Services.
On the 29th October I asked a question
in this House, because the official reports
were not available for inspection by me.
I asked-

(2) How many are-
(a) Government controlled;
(b) privately controlled?

The Minister representing the Minister for
Health replied-

(2) (a) Three.
(b) Eight.

I also asked-
(3) What standards are required to

be met before the subsidy becomes
payable?

The answer was-
(3) Must be licensed by the local shire

council as boarding or lodging
houses and must meet the require-
ments assessed by the Superin-
tendent, Claremont Hospital.

The next part of my question was-
(4) what treatment is given to per-

sons so accommodated?

The answer was-
(4) Physical ailments are covered by

regular general wractitioner
visits; psychiatric treatment by
Claremont Hospital doctors who
visit regularly; and social re-
habilitation is assisted by mental
health auxiliary workers, com-
munity care nurses and Mental
'Health Association members.

Once again, it sounds as though every-
thing in the garden is rosy, and that the
Government can be proud of what is hap-
pening.

By some quirk of coincidence I was
asked to call on a person who had been
released from either the Claremont or
the Heatheote institution, and who was
residing at No. 13 Field Street, Mt. Law-
ley. When I entered I found a dirty, fly-
stained broken chandelier hanging from the
ceiling; torn floor coverings; substandard
lavatory facilities; and substandard bath
facilities. The only thing I can say abuut
the hostel is that it is totally unsuitable.

Sir David Brand: Where is this hostel?

Mr. DAVIES: At No. 13 Field Street,
Mt. Lawley. Is this one of the Govern-
ment-controlled hostels where persons
from the mental institutions who are con-
sidered suitable to be returned to the com-
munity are staged until such time as they
can take their places in the community?
This hostel accommodated between 30 and
40 men and women. It has only one
toilet for the ladles and one toilet for the
men: and it has four shower cubicles.
There is not one easy chair in the place
which is in good condition. The hostel had
been a gracious home, but apparently it
was taken over by the Government auth-.
orities. The house has some very large
rooms; and In some of them are placed
five to seven beds, and in one room 11
beds are placed. The beds look comfort-
able and clean enough, but the floors of
the kitchen could do with a good scrub.
Nothing in the place matches. The lounge
chairs are all disintegrating, and there is
not one chair that is comfortable.

On my visit I asked those in charge of
the hostel about the visits by medical
practitioners, and I was told that the doc-
tors came when they were called. I then
asked about psychiatric treatment by
Claremont Hospital doctors, Incidentally,
the Mental Health Services is 10 psyschia-
trists. short of the establishment. I was
told that this hostel had not seen a doc-
tor from the Claremont Hospital for some
time. I asked about social rehabilitation
by mental health auxiliary workers, com-
munity care nurses, and Mental Health
Association members. I was told that
approximately once a month two men paid
a visit to the hostel, and they. provided
the inmates with cigarettes and occasion-
ally with a concert.
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It is true that these are pretty hopeless
cases, from the layman's point of view:
but apparently this is how the discharge
rate from the Claremont Mental Hospital
has been boosted, because these are the
inmates who have been regarded as suit-
able for return to the community. They
have been returned to the community, but
to places which by present-day standards
must be regarded as absolutely appalling.

Several nursing aides have been ap-
pointed to the hostel I have been men-
tioning. I understand there is also a
matron and a sister, but I did not speak
to them. I visited the place on my own
initiative, and anyone else can do the
same. The inmates seemed to be sitting
around and doing nothing but watching
television all day long. No attempt was
made to employ them gainfully or to pro-
vide them with any handicraft. I believe
that the television was turned on first
thing in the morning, and remained on
all day long; and that the inmates who
could, or even those who could not, com-
prehend it watched it all day. I did see
two or three of the inmates shuffling
around the garden. There is no reason why
the place could not be painted, why an
attractive lampshade could not be installed
in the hail, or why the floor coverings
could not be replaced. In their present
state the floor coverings present a hazard
to the poor devils who shuffle in and out
of the rooms. No wonder the discharge
rate from the Claremont and Heathcote
institutions looks so good.

I did ask what treatment was being
meted out to the inmates; and from the
answers I have received and from other
inquiries I have made it appears that the
inmates are given their daily quotas of
tablets. That is about where the treat-
ment starts and ends. The Government's
record in this regard is nothing to be
proud of.

Apart from the hostel which I have
mentioned, I could have visited three
others, but I did not have the time, nor
did I desire to do so. I do not know what
the other hostels are like, but the one
at No. 13 Field Street certainly needs in-
vestigation. cleaning up, and renovation
from the front gate to the back fence, and
inside and outside. I would be very stir-
prised if the existing standards meet with
the approval of the local authority con-
cerned. I am sure that two toilets and
four shower cubicles do not meet the re-
quirements.

Mr. O'Connor: Did you contact the
Health Department or anybody else?

Mr'. DAVIES: No, I visited the hostel
only last Tuesday.

Mr. O'Connor: You have not contacted
the Health Department or anybody else
in connection with these matters?

Mr. DAVIES: No. All I wanted to do was
to find another place for a lady who wanted
to get out of the hostel. It Is not my duty
to be making complaints to the authorities.
I do not have to be a watchdog for the
Government. The Minister Is in charge
of this department, and he has the ser-
vices of the under-secretary and the
administrative officers. If I was able to
see that this hostel required urgent atten-
tion, then surely the Minister and his
assistants could have seen the same.

Mr. O'Connor: As a member of Parlia-
ment it is your duty to look after all the
people of the State. and not leave it en-
tirely to the Government.

Mr. DAVIES: Because It was only about
a week ago that I visited the hostel I
could not take any other action except to
bring the matter before the notice of the
House. I am getting pretty tired of writ-
ing letters to the department. I have writ-
ten to quite a few of the departments
without much success. The Educatlin
Department seems to be the worst, and I
support the remarks of the member for
Bunbury when he said that department
needs shaking up. When one writes to
the departments they seem to give a hum-
bug type of answer. If I felt that I would
get appropriate answers I would write
more often to the departments. If the
House had not been sitting in this period
I would have seen the Minister myself.

The fact Is that in asking questions in
this House and in writing letters to Gov-
ernment departments we are getting hum-
bug answers and the run-around. As a
result very often a member has to write
further letters, ask further questions, or
make further inquiries. All this is a waste
of time. If some honesty was shown in
answering questions, including the answer
wvhich I received from the Minister this
afternoon in respect of Mr. Peter Brown
and his application for employment, we
would be more reasonable.

Mr. O'Connor: I contacted the depart-
ment again during the afternoon tea sus-
Pension, and I was advised that Mr. Brown
got In touch with the department to see
whether it wanted him to take over some
of the signs.

Mr. DAVIES: He went to the depart-
ment to offer his services. I used the
words "to seek employment" because that
is the widest Possible expression I could
use. I asked whether he was employed.
This person went to the department offer-
ing his services, but he did not come up to
the standard required.

Mr. O'Connor: I want to say that that
Is not. correct. I contacted the officers of
the department again, and I have been
advised that this is not correct.
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Mr. DAVIES: I have only the Minister's
word for It. I do not know whether the
officers concerned are not game enough
to speak up, or whether they have put a
different Interpretation on the matter.

The Government should cease to take
pride in the strides which it is supposed to
be making in Mental Health Services. The
best thing the Government can do is to
spend more money on cases where the
patient can be suitably and actively re-
turned to the community, rather than
spend the money on hopeless cases.

In the past 10 years admissions to the
Heathcote Institution have more than
doubled, yet the additional accommodation
that has been provided totals only a few
beds. There is an urgent need for money
to be spent in thie right quarter. It is very
nice to look at an institution like Pyrton,
but for the sake of those who can be re-
turned to the community I hope that
something can be done to the hostel at
No. 13 Field Street, Mt. Lawley.

MR. SEWELL (Geraldton) [4.27 p.m.]:
In rising to speak in the debate on the
Appropriation Bill (Consolidated Revenue
Fund), I wish to make some comments on
the Plan for the development of the Ger-
aldton district. Recently some agitation
was caused by certain people in Geraldton
who claimed that the district was bogged
down and was at a standstill. In fact,
some of them said that Geraldton and its
district were going backwards. I do not
agree with that. Sometimes people make
statements like that without any proof at
all; and sometimes they have an axe to
grind on their own behalf, or on behalf
of certain business circles they represent.

The position is that the progress In the
building programme in Geraldton Is con-
tinuing unabated. We find that a number
of large business concerns are establishing
branches in the town and in the district.
Those people would not establish them-
selves In a town If they thought the town
was going backwards.

The claims that the district was going
backwards were started, in the first place,
by the curtailment of the use of the Port
of Geraldton by the State ships.

Mr. O'Connor: Because it cost too much
for the ships to go there.

Mr. SEWELL: As the Minister said, It
cost the State ships too much to use that
port. The people in general agree that
nobody, least of all the Government,
should be expected to send ships into a
port just to remain there for an hour or
two before departing. The people who
make complaints of this nature forget
that road transport is providing a good
service in transporting the goods from Ger-
aldton to the northern Parts of the State.
such as Port Hedland. Naturally road
transport Is out to give a service to the
people. If a vehicle leaves Geraldton with

a mixed cargo of 15 to 20 tons, it is able
to deliver the goods direct to the con-
signees without the trouble of going
through shipping terminals, and the like.

As far as I am concerned, I want it-to
be well and truly known I do not think
Geraldton is standing still or going back-
wards. We do have bad seasons, as is the
case with other districts, and this year has
been very dry. However, what the future
holds remains to be seen. We cannot fore-
see what will happen to any place in
Western Australia, or Australia, in the
future.

We have listened to the Treasurer and
the Leader of the Opposition refer to the
matter of loan funds and their shortage. I
cannot understand the attitude of those
who control the loan funds when alloca-
tions are made to Western Australia. This
State is experiencing a general forward
movement and we must have funds to carry
out the necessary work.

As far as Geraldton is concerned, I refer
to the old problem of the deepening of the
approach to the harbour, and the deepening
of the harbour itself. We know that such
deepening will cost some millions of dollars.
but we certainly believe that the work
should be carried out. Members who have
been in this House for some years will
remember that a few years ago, during the
term of the present Treasurer, I intro-
duced a motion that action be taken to
approach the Federal Government for
money for the deepening of Geraldton
Harbour. The motion was carried, and the
approach was made to the Menzies Govern-
ment. However, the application fell on
deaf ears, and I suppose that similar appli-
cations have been falling on deaf ears ever
since.

I would like to impress on the Govern-
ment that if it has any knowledge of what
is Planned in regard to Geraldton, then
that information should be made available
to the People of the town. Some money
has been spent on blasting operations, but
not enough has been done. We know that
in Places such as Dampier and Port Hed-
land, iron ore is loaded onto ships with
the use of a conveyor system. It is an
efficient system as long as there is some-
where for the ships to tie up. At Gerald-
ton, the commodity handled is wheat, and
that must have a land-backed berth. I
suppose we will just have to wait for the
Treasurer and the Minister for Works to
let us know when something can be done
with regard to the deepening of the Ger-
aldton Harbour and its approaches.

Another matter which will concern loan
funds is the building of a regional gaol at
Geraldton. Some two or three years ago
the old Victoria District Hospital was
turned into a gaol. At the time I was in
favour of the move, and I still favour it,
but I believe the time has arrived when
we should have a proper gaol to house
those who offend against society. As is
known, the old hospital has no gates,
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and one could easily jump over the brick
fence. I do not think the present set-up
Is fair to the staff. We frequently hear of
breaks from the Geraldton Regional Gaol.
The breaks are usually featured by the
newspapers but I would say that they are
never as bad as they are made out to be.

The inmates of the gaol are usually
:bush fellows from places such as Meeka-
tharra, and, generally they are only in the
-gaol because they have been drunk. That
type of man does not consider that he
should remain locked up when he can jump
over the fence and go for a walk down the
street, or even go as far as Dongara. That
seems to be the attitude of most of the
offenders. of course, some of the younger
prisoners break out and steal motor
vehicles.

However, as I said, the majority of the
prisoners are quite harmless. Because some
of them jump over the fence and play up
a little, I do not think that is any reason
to cause worry. The present set-up does
not help the staff, or the security of the
prison generally.

It would be an absolute disgrace on the
part of those who profess to be Christians,
and who live in these enlightened times, to
put a fellow human being in the old
security gaol at Geraldton. because it Is
even worse than the Fremantle Prison;
and I know members 'will agree that it
would be nearly impossible to have con-
ditions worse than those existing at the
Fremantle Prison.

That is another problem facing the Gov-
ermnent as far as loan funds are con-
cerned. If the Treasurer was able to make
an allocation of some $10,000,000 in the
forthcoming year for the deepening of the
Geraldton Harbour and its approaches, and
the building of a new regional gaol, we
would be very happy.

Another matter on which I would like
to touch briefly concerns the building of a
university college. A lot has been written,
and said, about a new university college
and where it should be located. Of course,
in my opinion, there is no place more
suitable than Geraldton. A family of
farmers in the district, who live just over
the Chapman River at Wonthella, are pre-
pared to donate 200 acres on which to
erect a university college. We understand
from advisers that another 100 acres are
required. We realise that the building of
the university college is not an urgent
matter-it Is not in the same category as
the deepening of the Geraldton Harbour or
the building of the regional gaol, but I
hope that the Treasurer, the Minister for
Works, and the Minister for Education
will soon be able to tell us something of
the Government's intentions. The people
who are prepared to donate the land, the
Short family, are very public spirited, and
they should be commended.

Anybody who goes to Geraldtori with an
open mind will see that we have good
facilities for education. Those facilities are

available not only for the children of our
own district, but also for the children from
the far north, and even for the children
from Singapore and the other islands.
Without any hesitation I pay a tribute to
all those concerned with education in the
Geraldton area. I refer to the various
departments, the people who run the
colleges-the Stella Manis College and the
Christian Brothers' College-the teachers
at the high school, and all others associ-
ated with education.

Another matter which I consider to be
urgent is the provision of a fully inte-
grated technical school. We do have a
technical school at the present time but,
unfortunately, the principal (Mr. Lynch),
who has been in charge for two or three
years, has been transferred to Perth. We
only hope we will get a man of the same
calibre to take his place. We have in
Geraldton the land available for a fully
integrated technical school. We have been
most fortunate that our early Pioneers
provided so much Crown land. The Gov-
ernment is able to. erect public buildings
without the necessity to resume land and
without the necessity to pay high prices
for land.

in conclusion, I would impress on the
Government the need to obtain further
loan funds for the deepening of the
Geraldton Harbour and its approaches,
and for the erection of a new regional
gaol. I also ask the Government to keep
in mind the matter of a university
college. It is our hope that in the near
future we will have the university college
at Geraldton.

SIR. DAVID BRAND (Greenough-
Treasurer) [4.41 p.i: I would like to
thank members for the general debate,
which has been of a high standard and.
in the main, constructive. Naturally, in
such a debate, we tend to refer to parochial
matters which affect the electorates we
represent. I hope that as a. result of
listening to the matters raised by members,
and as a result of reading Hansard, the
Ministers will have regard to what was
said.

I cannot say, of course, that action will
be taken on all of the points raised: that
would be quite foolish. It goes without
saying thiat if, from the point of view .of
a Minister, It is obviously easy to overcome
a problem, it will be tackled and be re-
moved from the list of the Minister con-
cerned.

It is not my intention to delay the House
for very long. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion, when speaking to the general debate.
raised several matters. He pointed out
that this was the first difficult Budget
which I, as Treasurer, had introduced to
the House. I do not agree that this is my
first difficult Budget. I looked upon the
first Budget, and all those which followed,
as being very difficult. It so happens that
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it is not an easy Matter to present a
Budget which is balanced, because very
often a balanced Budget results from an
increase in taxation and charges, and other
certain unpopular actions which I find-
and I think this is the case with any
Treasurer-difficult to take,

There have been occasions when we have
not introduced increased taxation, but the
result was still a balanced Budget. For a
number of Years we have been under the
authority and the guidance of the Grants
Commission. I want to pay a tribute to
the Treasury officers who, through their
knowledge and experience and general
approach, have made a real contribution to
the general stable situation in which the
State finds itself.

Unfortunately, because of the reduced
sales of our grain, the very dry year we
have experienced, and the decision of the
High Court with respect to the validity of
our receipt duty, we find ourselves facing a
deficit of $2,400,000. On the other band,
we are facing demands for increases in
salaries and wages, better conditions, and
demands for increased service pay, Quite
recently the unions demanded an increase
Involving some $3,000,000. That, indeed,
was very unrealistic.

However, a decision was reached which
involved the expenditure of over $500,000.
Although that amount was not very much,
it was an addition to the service pay in-
crease which we had granted some time
before.

After all, the idea of and the principle
behind service pay was simply to create
an Incentive and to try to hold our em-
ployees who had received offers from out-
side. However, I must admit that in the
lower brackets It was not a great deal of
money but in a State like ours--and, in
fact, the same applies to any State in
Australia-the Government would find it
impossible to make a sharp increase in
service pay without, at the same time,
making a sharp increase in taxation.

Mr. Tonkin: is your performance in line
with your undertaking given at the elec-
tion?

Sir DAVID BRAND: In what way?
Mr. Tonin: With regard to the amount

of service Payment.
Sir DAVID BRAND; I do not recall hav-

ing made any commitments of any kind in
regard to service pay. I think we ad-
mitted the principle and we accepted the
fact that we would continue to make a
contribution, as far as we were able, and
to the extent that we could afford. This
is what we have done. I do not recall the
question of service pay being raised, and
11 certainly do not recall any answer I
gave which would commit us.

I assure the House that had such a
question been asked of me I would have
been very much on guard because a sub-
stantial amount per head in service pay

would quickly involve us not in the pay-
ment of $500,000 but in the payment of
many millions of dollars. Therefore,
surely it would have been irresponsible
of me, or of anyone else, to make that
sort of offer.

I would like to take this opportunity to
record the fact that now the Federal
election is over and-

Mr. Tonkin: McMahon is sacked.
Sir DAVID BRAND: There is to be a

change, according to the Press, but this
has'not been confirmed. We still have
to face up to the Prime Minister and the
new Treasurer, if there is a new Treasurer,
in regard to our immediate financial diffi-
culties which have resulted from the de-
cision given in the Hamersley case. How-
ever, I want to explain to the House there
is no urgency in this matter, at least until
February, because the State is able to
carry on with its own cash resources and
under its own general financial arrange-
ments until such time as we are able to
convince the Commonwealth that it is
necessary to make a grant or loan of cer-
tain sums of money, and that would be
done having regard to the money required
to balance our ledger at the time.

A few momenta ago I received a tele-
gram from the Prime Minister calling the
Premiers to Canberra on the 18th Novem-
ber for the purpose of discussing problems
arising out of the decision on the Hamers-
ley case. I think it is common sense to
say, however, that until we as a State
have proved the extent to which the High
Court decision affects us immediately it
is difficult to do other than discuss the
general Commonwealth- State financial
problems with the Prime Minister. As I
said before, the law in respect of receipt
duty stands until it is proved to be invalid
by the High Court; and there is only one
way of doing that-to get a case before
the High Court.

This will be done in the fullness of
time and such a ease will, of course, stand
as a test case for the otter States who
are facing similar problems. I hope that
the discussions with the Prime Mlinister
will lead to some practical solution of
problems that have been with us for
some time, and will remain with us for a
long time to come unless some suggestions
can be made as to how we can resolve the
limitations which are placed on the States
in respect of raising money through their
own taxation systems.

I believe that a formula which will
allow for growth and rapid expansion is
very necessary but, at the same time, on
top of this we must also have some in-
creased authority for the States in regard
to their own financial management.

I should like to refer to two matters
mentioned by the leader of the Opposi-
tion in the course of his speech. He made
the claim that we were using State instru-
mentalities as taxing nachlnes--in this
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regard he was referring to the profits made
by the State Housing Commission and the
State Electricity Commission. It is fiot
the first time he has raised this matter,
but, on each occasion he has done so, I
have pointed out, especially in regard to
the State Electricity Commission, that
we have allowed this concern to operate
as a business concern.

We have to acknowledge the fact that
there are no extra loan funds, yet the
Leader of the Opposition himself put up
the argument for the spending of -more
loan funds. The member for Geraldton
did likewise, and in all the speeches made
by members from various parts of the
State a plea was made for the provision of
extra loan funds. Therefore, if the com-
mission is not allowed to use the profits
which it makes, and it cannot get any
loan funds, there can be only one result,
unless the departmental officers are
magicians, and that will be rationing, be-
cause of delay in ordering generating
equipment.

In this regard we have to bear in mind
that the charges in Western Australia are
comparable with the charges made in
other States where the samne fuels are
used and the systems are working on the
same basis. We have to realise, too, that
we have no Snowy River scheme to sup-
plement our power supplies. Therefore,
it would seem to be a reasonable proposi-
tion that we should continue the system
under which the State Electricity Com-
mission is allowed to use its profits, or
its surplus, to enable it to place itself in
a position to order ahead the generating
capacity that the people of this State are
demanding. I do not know exactly the
percentage growth but, over the last 10
years, it was up to 18 per cent. in one
year.

Mr. Nalder: It was approximately 15
per cent, this year.

Sir DAVID BRAND: The Minister says
that it was 15 per cent, this year and,
therefore, we as a State cannot afford to
hold back. The cost of financing such
projects, or the necessary generating capa-
city to meet the State's demand, is very
great and it takes two years from the time
that an order is placed for a big machine
for it to be installed and Producing Power.

This is a most important matter if
we wish to continue to attract industry
and offer to the People of the State a
reasonable supply of electricity at a cost
comparable to that paid by people in other
States. It is interesting to note, too, that
in 1955-56 and 1956-57 $250,000 was paid
into the Consolidated Revenue Fund at
the direction of then Treasurer and Pre-
nijer-but I do not say. "I told you so."
At the time this fact was appreciated; it
was the decision of the Treasurer of the
day because the Treasury was finding it
difficult to get the necessary money to
create jobs.

That is Past history now, but the prin-
ciple is no different today. The member
for Victoria Park seems to wonder whether
that is so. However, he would have to
talk fast to convince me that what was.
right then is not right now.

In respect of the State Housing Com-
mission, at page 193 of the Auditor-
General's report for the years referred to,.
there is a reference to a profit of $270,000
being paid into the Consolidated Revenue
Fund. At that time that was the only
money paid Into the fund. I claim that.
over a number of years surplus money
from the State Housing Commission has.
been utilised In the building of more houses
and the provision of facilities associated
with housing. I feel there can be no
criticism of such an action because the
money is being spent by the State Housing
Commission to build homes which are so
urgently required in this State.

Mr. Graham: isn't it virtually a tax
on the lower-income people in the com-
munity for the provision of capital works?

Sir DAVID BRAND: This has always
been the case.

Mr. Graham: Over the years the profits
have been nothing like they have been
recently.

Sir DAVID BRAND: That is not the
point. It does not matter what was made.
The profit was paid into Consolidated
Revenue. At the time of which I spoke,
the money could have been used to reduce
rents, which is what the honourable mem-
ber claims we should be doing now. There
is no difference.

Mr. Graham: You are making undue
profits now.

Mr. O'Neil: From service station sites.
hotel sites, and shop sites.

Mr. Graham: That accounts for only a
small portion.

Sir DAVID BRAND: I just wanted to
tell the House that was the Position and
allow members to draw their own con-
clusions. The principle is no different
now and the fact that we need houses
so urgently justifies our spending the pro-
fits of the Housing Commission in this
direction, whether that profit comes from
the sale of house sites, hotel sites, or any
other sites. I think we are spending the
money wisely, as was the case with the
previous Government.

Having made those two Points, I do not
think there is any other particular matter
that can be raised. Highlighted with the
question of housing was the story in
respect of the price of land. However.
it must be evident to everyone that the
price of building blocks is flattening out,
and the Government's Policy will be to
continue the pressures in the direction that
will enable a greater confidence in respect
of a reasonable price for lard.
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Mr. Davies: Are you going 6o thank the
member for Belmont for the refund he
got for you?

Sir DAVID BRAND: I do not think that
is necessary. I would have to thank many
other members who had made a great
contribution, and not only in their own
interests.

I think one matter of great importance
to this State-and this was brought home
to us with great clarity this year-is that
we are living in a very dry State of a very
dry continent. Sir William Hudson, who
originated the Snowy River scheme, said
time and time again that we live in the
driest continent in the world and whether
we wish to dam a river at Carnarvon.
extend the comprehensive water scheme,
or provide key dams we will have to spend
many millions of dollars. We will not
need $100,000,OO0, as was promised by some
people from Commonwealth sources-and
this money was spread over five years and
divided among all the States. We will need
millions and millions of dollars in this State
alone. When we look at what it costs to
build a large dam or lay a few miles of
24 Linch main, or 36 inch main, $5.000,000
in this State alone would not go very far.

Apart from that, we have to realise that
we cannot have comprehensive schemes
without great reserves of water. Therefore,
immense sums of money must be spent on
research into our rivers, the gauging of
ouir rivers-that is, those rivers that re-
main to be damrned-chiecking on the
source of water from underground and in
many other places in the State. So ir-
respective of whether we have a Labor or
a Liberal Government in Canberra, I be-
lieve that Government should extend its
outlook and be more visionary in respect
of the amount of money which it makes
available to the States, particularly a State
like ours which has very real problems in
regard to water because of the few sources
we have to tap.

Mr. Seweli: We would need to spend a
lot more than $100,000,000.

Sir DAVID BRAND: There is no question
about that. I think the whole problem is
one which should be given a great deal
more consideration and it is one to which
the experts should apply themselves in a
practical way and make recommendations
to the Federal Treasury. One or the vital
decisions of the future will have to be to
provide security for water supplies for
towns throughout Australia.

The same applies in respect of power.
but at least we can produce power artifi-
cially after generating and passing it
through distributors, provided we have the
money to do so. I believe the time has
come when we should look to the develop-
ment of nuclear power, but of course it
will be a long time before this eventuates.

Australia cannot afford to be behind in
this respect, and Western Australia cannot
be left out of any decision that may be
made by the Commonwealth in respect of
the development of nuclear Power In the
future.

Mr. Davies: Are you going to make an
approach to the Prime Minister about
the holding of a Premiers' Conference on
the question of loan funds?

Sir DAVID BRAND: I have already said
in every statement I have made In recent
weeks that we have a vital Interest in this
State as it relates to the shortage of loan
funds, If this has not be published It is
due possibly to the fact that the difference
between loan funds and revenue is not
known by the Press and the financial prob-
lem has been taken as a general one.

It is vital to this State, however, that
we should somehow or other get a review
of our loan fund position, as a result of
some altered formula, to ensure that wie
have increased amounts available to us
year after year, and if this cannot be
achieved by co-operation between the
States and the Commonwealth we should
see we receive a lot more In the way of
special grants for the purpose of construct-
Ing dlams and power stations, and also to
carry out further drainage and sewerage
schemes, which matters have also received
some attention In this House.

Mr. Davies: According to the news, up
to this morning no State Premier had
made an official approach to the Prime
Minister for a meeting, although they had
all agreed it was necessary. Are you going
to do this?

Sir DAVID BRAND: I have just said
that the Prime Minister has called a
meeting.

Mr. Davies: For what date?
Sir DAVID BRAND: Was not the hen-

curable member in the Chamber when I
spoke of this matter?

Mr. Davies: No, and I apologise.
Sir DAVID BRAND: I wish the honour-

able member would stay In the Chamber
when these things are being discussed! I
received a telegram from the Prime Minis-
ter calling the Premiers together.

The meeting will no doubt be called to
discuss problems arising out of the High
Court decision, but there Is a meeting of
Premiers arranged tentatively for- Febru-
ary when all financial problems will be
discussed and I hope somnething practical
will come out of this meeting.

As members know, the Government has
introduced some concessions In regard to
land tax and while there has been criti-
cism because it is said the concessions
are not adequate and that the legislation
will not work, I think we will all agree
that this type of criticism is always made.
Nobody is in favour of taxation of any
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kind. The fact remains, however, that
no matter which party sits here as a
Government It will still be necessary for
it to increase taxation for the reasons we
have set out. We will still find, however,
that the concessions provided will be con-
sidered inadequate. In this State we have
to fund our deficits from the loan funds
and this Is a very poor way to spend
precious loan moneys-particularly If it Is
necessary to spend these on capital works
like water supplies, housing, etc.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

The Chairman
A. Manning) in
Brand (Treasurer)

In Committee
of Committees (Mr. W.
the Chair; Sir David
in charge of the Bill.

Part 1: Parliament-
Votes: Legislative Council. $65,000;

Legislative Assembly, $78,000: Joint House
Committee, $127,000-put and passed,

Vote:
899,900-

Joint Printing Committee,

Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances
Generally, $50,200-

Mr. CASH: This covers the reporting of
Hansard. I believe the reporting of
Hansard could be improved in the sense
that after the reports have been taken the
compilation and the binding of those
reports could be done differently from the
present system. I believe the debates
reported in this Chamber and those re-
ported in another Place should be bound
separately or, alternatively, be printed in
separate sections and bound within the
one cover.

This would make it easier for members
to refer to matters which exercise their
attention and it would also be easier for
people outside Parliament to find the Pro-
ceedings of a debate in this Assembly, as
against a debate which might have taken
Place in another House.

In the preparation of Hansard I think
we could well follow the Federal system
where the headings "Answers to questions"
and the subtitles of the various debates
are Printed on the top left hand and top
right hand corners of the page. This would
mean that instead of having to look at our
present complicated form of index we could
see at a glance matters such as answers
to questions, objections to rulings, and so
on. Those interested in a particular sub-
ject would find it by simply turning over
the pages of Mansard. I hope the Joint
Printing Committee will look at this aspect
because I feel sure it would Provide greater
facility to members and to the general
public when it comes to finding matters
which might interest them.

Vote Put and passed.
Vote: Joint Library Com ittee, $,000-

put and passed.

Part 2: Premier. Treasurer and Minister
for Tourist&-

Vote: Premier's Department, $329,000-
put and passed.

Vote: Treasury, $615,000-
Itemz No. 1: Salaries and Allowances

Generally, $46,700-
Mr. TONKIN: Under this item there is

Provision for a chief research officer at
$3,094 and for research officers for which
an amount of $31,720 has been set aside. It
would appear that the Government intends
to appoint an additional research officer. I
believe these research. officers are desirable
and necessary, but I regret that when a
request was made for a research officer for
the Leader of the Opposition, Cabinet
turned it down.

In the interests of the State I think it is
important that a research officer be pro-
vided for the Leader of the Opposition.
Other States of the Commonwealth-not-
ably New South Wales and Victoria-have
appointed research officers to the staff of
the Leader of the Opposition.

I was very disappointed to find that
Cabinet in Western Australia was not pre-
pared to make this provision and I hope
the Government will have another look at
it. The necessity for such an appointment
can be readily appreciated.

The Leader of the Opposition finds it
necessary to have research made into
matters which occur In other States and
into those which occur in this State. and
this work is beyond the capacity of the
existing staff of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion.

I think it is shortsighted and unfair to
refuse the provision of a research officer
to the Leader of the Opposition when
other States of the Commonwealth have
recognised that this is a desirable appoint-
ment. I raise the matter in the hope that
the Government will have another look at
it.

Sir DAVID BRAND: I should remind
the House that these research officers come
under the Treasury; they are research
officers apointed for the purposes of the
Treasury and not for general work in the
Premier's Department.

it is true that the Leader of t he Oppo-
sition made application for the appoint-
ment of a research officer. I made some
inquiries at that time and found that the
only State which made such an appoint-
ment was Victoria. I was not aware that
New South Wales had since decided to
make a similar appointment. I discussed
the matter with Cabinet and we decided
the appointment should not be made.

Mr. Tonkin: I understand there Is the
likelihood of such an appointment being
made in South Australia. I do not know
whether it has taken place, but it is under
consideration.
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Sir DAVID BRAND: I have merely ex-
plained the decision that was made. This
matter could no doubt come under review
from time to time. I have no research
officer at all in my own department and
It seems to me that such an appointment
might be warranted, but on the other hand
while it is important to have these re-
search officers the position can at times
get quite confusing.

Vote put and passed.
Votes: Automatic Data Processing

Centre, $130,000; Governor's Establish-
ment. $93,000; Executive Council, $10;
London Agency, $205,000; Tokyo Agency,
545,000; Public Service Commissioner,
$263,000; Public Service Arbitration,
$21,000; Government Motor Car Service,
$139,000; Audit, $347,000; Government
Stores, $655.000; Taxation, $739,000;
Superannuation Board, $80,000-put and
passed.

Vote: Government Printer, $1,241,000-
Item No, 1: Salaries, Wages and Al-

lowantces, Generally, $1,085,000-
Mr. TONKIN: There Is a fairly sub-

stantial anticipated increase in this
expenditure, and I am wondering how this
comes about seeing that the Government
gives less and less work to the Govern-
ment Printing Office and gets more of it
done outside. Can an explanation be
given for the expected increase?

Sir DAVID BRAND: The increase re-
flects the high demand for printing re-
quirements and stationery used by Gov-
ernment departments operating under the
Consolidated Revenue Fund. The depart-
ments are being charged for the cost of
printing and stationery supplied by the
Government Printer for departmental use
and the recovery of the costs involved is
recorded as rebates. The Practice re-
places the previous system under which
all departmental printing costs were met
from the composite Item under the con-
trol of the Government Printer. This is
a matter of accounting. Despite the work
]ct out privately, the Government Printer
is still doing a big percentage of the work.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Miscellaneous Services, $28,150,970-
Item No. .10: Anzac Day Trust, $10,000-
Mr. DAVIES: I am sure there Is a simple

explanation why the Anzac Day Trust is
to be given $10,000 this year. No amount
was granted for the last financial year. We
are aware that the next item shows the
manner in which the taxes and so forth
are disbursed. Can the Treasurer tell us
how the $10,000 will be spent by the trust?

Sir DAVI1D B3RAND: This is a new Item
and it provides for a non-recurring grant
of $10,000 to the Anzac Day Trust. The
proceeds of rave meetings conducted by
the Western Australian Turf Club and the
"Western Australian Trotting Association

on Anzac Day are payable to the trust for
distribution among e-servicemen's asso-
ciations. The Western Australian Trotting
Association did not conduct a meeting on
Anzac Day, 1969, because race meetings
would have been held on consecutive
nights. As this resulted in a loss of $10,000
available for distribution, the Government
arced to make a special rant of $10,000
to make It up.

Mr. Davies: Generous!I
Sir DAVID BRAND: If we had not done

this, the honourable member would have
remarked on how mean we were.

Mr. Davies: I am merely trying to indi-
cate that it was very generous of you.

Item No. 25: Cancer Council of W.A.,
$120,000-

Mr. TONKIN: I notice that the vote for
the Cancer Council was exceeded by
approximately $20,000 last year, but it
Is proposed to reduce the amount to
$120,000. If it became necessary for the
Cancer Council to exceed the amount
allotted to it by $20,000. how is it expected
to get through this year with $40,000 less
than was provided for it in 1968-69? This
is a very worth-while organisation. It is
carrying out investigations which, if
successfui, could ultimately be a tremen-
dous boon to people generally. I do not
think its activities should be hampered
in any way, and I am disappointed the
amount has been cut back so con-
siderably. Could the Treasurer give us an
explanation, please?

Sir DAVID flRAND: This, again, is
simply explained. In 1968-69 the grant to
the Cancer Council included $97,000 to
meet half the cost of a new deep X-ray
plant and building to house it. Conse-
quently a lower provision is necessary mn
the current financial year. This reduction
is partly offset by increased grants f or
administration and research, and higher
operating costs of the Institute of Radio-
therapy with the installation of a new
deep X-ray plant. I have more details, but
that is the answer.

Mr. Tonkin: Fair enough.
Item No. 38: Drought Relief, 31.000 0-
Mr. McPHARLIN: When the Treasurer

introduced the Budget he said that
$1,000,000 would not be enough for
drought relief. Since then further informa-
tion could have been provided, and I am
wondering whether he can give us more
details as to what amount may be required?

Sir DAVID BRAND: No, I cannot, for
the simple reason that the general details
of costs have not came forward, nor is
there any indication that we are nearing
the end of the demand which may be made
upon us. We set aside $1,000,000, but we
believed more could be required. I uan
sorry I cannot give the information
requested. I do not believe anyone could
give it, because it is a matter of a total
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amount which I would think we will not
know until the end of the financial year,
when we hope to be able to obtain the
liberal assistance of the Commonwealth to
offset this money.

Mr. BERTRAM: Could the Premier give
us an indication of the progress concern-
ing the State's application to the Federal
Government for assistance for this item?
Has an application been made; if so for
how much, and how much are we likely
to get?

Sir DAVID BRAND: As I have just said,
we have not any total. We have no idea,
as a matter of fact, of what will be the
total cost. The State Treasury is carrying
the financial requirements and finally we
will put a case forward-which will be a
total of the cost to the Commonwealth
under the various headings it has assisted
other States, and under which it is still
assisting other States; Queensland, in
particular. We would then hope to get a
grant of money which would be paid in to
offset the debits we have created for the
year. I do not think I can add any more
than that. It is simply a matter of a case
going forward to the Federal Government,
our obtaining a favourable decision, and
our then paying the amount into our
account against the debits created.

Item No. 100: Rottuest Island Board,
$96,280-

Mr. TONKIN: The vote for this item
for 1968-69 was $7,250. but the expendi-
ture was $25,000. This year it Is proposed
to make It $96,000. which is a very steep
increase. It seems to me, on the face of
it, that a number of things would have
a priority for expenditure from revenue-
seeing the Treasurer is facing a substantial
deficit-over the Rottnest Island Board.
T would like an explanation, firstly, -for the
substantial Increase in expenditure over
the vote for 1968-69, and, secondly, for
the anticipated very steep rise for this
financial Year from $25,000 to $96,000.

Sir DAVID BRAND: The increase Is due
to the commencement of a third five-year
Plan, involving grants over the period
totalling $180,650, of which $18,000 was
provided late In 1968-69. The amount of
$96,280 has been provided in 1969-70 for
the purposes of the plan.

Of the total programme of $180,650. an
amount of $125,000 Is to be expended for
the purpose of augmhenting the supply of
fresh water on the island-and that, to
me, does not seem to be a bad reason-in
order to cope with normal growth; the
provision of fresh-water showers to all
cottages; and the development of very
limited grassed areas. The balance of the
funds involved are to be provided mainly
towards construction of public facilities
and for the tree planting programme.

Mr. Jamieson: What, no casino?

Item No. 104: Royal Mint-Additional
Grant, $410,000-

Mr. DAVIES: I am wondering about the
future of the Mint. it is no longer mint-
Ing Australian coins, but it has, I under-
stand, been devoting Its energies to making
large quantities of silver and gold blanks
f or Singapore and Malaysia. It has also
been melting down our old predecimal
currency coins and salvaging the various
metals in them. I understand that the
Mint Is still under the control of the Im-
perial or British Government, and at some
time or other, it could be taken over by the
Western Australian Government. In view
of the fact that more and more coins will
be minted in Canberra, could the Treasurer
advise us as to the future of the Mint?

Mr. JIAMIESON: 1, too, would like to
know about the Mint. I have heard that
the employees of the Mint had expected
a Bill would be introduced Into Parliament
this session to straighten out the situation.
The situation concerning the Mint is hope-
lessly confusing. The Mint has grown, like
Topsy. It has remained an Imperial In-
stitution and Its employees are under Im-
perial awards. They do not have the long
service leave and other conditions enjoyed
by State employees. It is a most unsatisfac-
tory state of affairs In our community
and the sooner the State takes over the
Mint, the better It will be for all con-
cerned.

I hope the Treasurer will comment on
what has happened to the expected legis-
lation, because there were apparently some
strong assurances given that this would
be Introduced this session. If It Is not,
It will probably be the end of the next
year before all necessary adjustments can
be completed.

The situation Is. as I explained, unsat-
isfactory. Some of the employees have
been sent around the world to advise on
the establishments of mints, which is all
very fine, but they ought to have some
Idea of their future. I cannot understand
why we are to spend so much on the
Mint when it is clearly an Imperial re-
sponsibility, and I think some clarification,
explanation, and indication should be given
concerning tne Mint's future.

Sir DAVID BRAND: I would like to say
at the outset that the people employed
by the Mint have always left me with the
Impression they are reasonably happy with
their present situation, and they have been
anxious to know what their conditions
would be if they were to come over to us.
Much time has been spent in discussion
between the Treasury and the employees
of the Mint. I feel that there is no great
hardship there.

However, It has been decided to Intro-
duce legislation, and it was hoped It would
be introduced this session, but this was not
possible. It will be ready for introduction
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Immediately after the March period com-
mences. If It is passed, the Imperial Gov-
ernment will be advised and It will take
the necessary action, and we will then
take over the Royal Mint.

Mr. Jamieson: We'll haul down the flag
and raise another one.

Sir DAVID BRAND; Yes, another black
swan! On the other hand, as the member
for Victoria Park has said, the Mint has
been receiving business by way of orders
for the minting of small coins from cer-
tain countries across the Indian Ocean,
and, indeed, it has been doing some work
for the Commonwealth Government itself.

I understand that the conditions which
will apply to the employees following the
takeover from the Imperial Government
have been arranged and are satisfactory,
and there does not seem to be any prob-
lem. However, I might read the details
of these notes I have as a matter of in-
terest to members. They are as follows:-

Under the Royal Mint Act, the State
annually finds $50,000 to meet the
expenditure of the Mint. The excess
expenditure for the year is provided
under this item.

The' Mint's main functions are
smelting gold received from producers,
refining withdrawn coins, and minting
of coins and coin blanks under con-
tract.

All receipts are taken to revenue
and this year's receipts are estimated
at $468,000.

That is the only information I have over
and above that which I have already sup-
plied about the future takeover of the
Mint by the State.

Item No. 123: Taxi Control Board,
$28,000-

Mr. DAVIES: I do not want to delay
the Committee, but I would like to know
how the Taxi Control Board is to be given
an amount of $28,000 for anticipated ex-
penditure during the coming year. I can-
not recall that this amount has been
allocated previously.

Sir DAVID BRAND: This item provides
for a grant to the Taxi Control Board
for the acquisition of land and the estab-
lishment of an off-street taxi stand at
Midland.

The premiums charged on new taxi
plates issued by the board are paid to
the Consolidated Revenue Fund and it
has been agreed to grant the board 50
per cent. of these collections to provide
finance for the Midland project.

Mr. Brady: It could not be for a better
purpose.

Item No. 150: Departmental Advertising
(not otherwise provided for), $105,000-

Mr. BICKERTON., I would like some
explanation of this item. I do not know
whether it will cover certain public re-
lation officers or something of this nature.

However, I imagined they would be covered
under other sections of this vote. There-
fore, I would like to know what depart-:
ment or departments the item covers and
particularly the section which says, "not
otherwise provided for." At the present
time, advertising in the Premier's Depart-
ment and in other departments is fairly
steep. I cannot understand why an
amount of $105,000 should be allowed for
advertising not otherwise provided for.

Mr. Davies: It would not be in an elec-
tion year.

Si DAVID BRAND: Additional funds
have been provided to meet the normal
increase for the growth of various Gov-
ernment services. This item provides for
the cost of advertising for Government
departments, excluding trading concerns
and business undertakings. These latter
concerns pay for their own advertising
from their own funds.

As the member for Pilbara said, certain
Government departments pay for their
own advertising. The increase in this
amount is brought about, I assume, be-
cause of an increased demand for publica-
tions, the standard of which is very high.
It was some satisfaction to me-and I am
sure it would be to all Western Australians
-to hear very favourable comment around
the world in this regard.

Mr. Blickerton: The type of advertising
the Premier is speaking about is provided
for,

Sir DAVID BRAND; I have just stated
that items not otherwise provided for
would exclude advertising by trading con-
cerns and business undertakings that would
be related to the Government. These
organisations look after their own ad-
vertising. I am talking only of pubica-
tions under the general heading of
advertising the State and its development.

Item No. 160: -Incidentals, $8,660-
Mr. FLETCHER: The expression "in-

cidentals" Is vague and I wonder what
this figure of $8,660 will be spent on. Could
the Premier itemise it to any extent from
his notes?

Sir DAVID BRAND: There is an increase
of $1,067 in this item which is not a
tremendous increase. The expenditure on
this item is variable and the estimate is
a reasonable approximation of the amount
required. This item covers incidental ex-
penditure not otherwise provided for. The
main heads are-

Revision of taxes for officers sta-
tioned in London.

Commission to agents for transmis-
sion of interest payments on New York
loans.

Freight on literature for interna-
tional exchange.

This only goes to show we do not quite
know everything that is going on.
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Item No. 164: Nort ham Town Planning
Scheme-ComPensation 107 Remnoval of
Oil Installations, $60,000-

Mr. TONKIN: This is a new item and I
wonder whether it is a new policy. I can-
not recall having seen this kind of item
previously. If it is a new policy, is it open
to be extended to other districts for the
same purpose? I would like to know the
name of the oil company or oil companies
which are to be paid the amount of $60,000
this financial year and how this comes
about.

Sir DAVID BRAND: This is a non'
recurring provision for the payment of
compensation to two oil companies for the
resiting of oil installations at Northam.
These installations are in the centre of the
town of Northam and sited on the railway
reserve. With the removal of the railway
the Northam Town Council has endeav-
oured to have the installations moved to
an alternative site out of town and pro-
poses to redevelop the area for shopping
under a town planning scheme.

With the removal of the oil installations
the land, together with the greater part
of the balance of the old railway reserve.
is to be disposed of and the proceeds paid
into the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

Broadly speaking, this is a provision of
bridging finance and I think it will make
a contribution to the proper planning of
North am.

Mr. Tonkin: Could this also be extended
to other districts?

Sir DAVID) BRAND: I would say that It
could be where the case is comparable and
the same reasons apply.

Item No. 165: Pay Roll Tax, $2,0400,000-

Mr. CASH: Reference is made to an
estimated expenditure or payment to the
Commonwealth of $2,000,000 for pay roll
tax. This, of course, will be paid along
with Pay roll tax paid by commerce and
industry to the Commonwealth. As this
is a growth tax and beneficial for Western
Australia to have in its own province, Is it
the Proper time for the State-and for all
other States-to make a request to the
Commonwealth that consideration be given
to transferring from the Commonwealth
to the State this growth in pay roll tax?

Sir DAVID) BRAND: I suppose it does
not hurt to try. However, many hours
have been spent at Premiers' Conferences
discussing this problem with the Common-
wealth. I do not know what the grand
total of hours would be through all the
years I have been Premier, but I am sure
the same position applied during the
respective periods when Sir Ross MeLarty
and Mr. Hawke were Premiers. The matter
has been raised repeatedly, but no progress
at all has been made- As to the -suggestion

that the Commonwealth should pass it over
to the States, I would think that this would
meet with very short shrift from the Com-
monwealth.

The States have made the suggestion
that they should not have to pay this tax
and this would be of equal advantage to
the Commonwealth handing it over to the
States. However, in neither instance have
the States been able to make any pro-
gress. I assure the member for Mirra-
booka that every effort will be made, be-
cause it is always a temptation for the
States to bring up the question of pay
roll tax which is a tax we can ill-afford
to pay.

Item No. 173: Wyndham Freezing, Can-
nling and Meat Export Works-Partial
Write-Off of Loss, $142,000-

Mr. TONKIN: I have noticed that since
the agreement was entered into in 1967
it has been varied so that the payments
which were due under the agreement have
been deferred. I cannot recall having
seen any publicity about it other than a
reference in the Auditor-General's report.

I understand that the $400,000-expendi-
ture provided for In 1968-69 was a pay-
ment from Consolidated Revenue to meet
a proportion of the losses incurred by the
works. However, I can see no reason for
anticipating a further expenditure of
$142,000 for 1969-70.

1 wonder whether the Premier can give
me an explanation on this point and also
whether he is able to explain why instal-
ments from project development are still
outstanding. It was proposed that an
instalment of some $96,250 was due on the
first and second anniversaries of the issue
of the title. The title has not been issued
yet, even though the payment was made
several years ago. Could the Premier
explain what this is all about?

Sir DAVID BRAND: I cannot explain at
great length, but I am willing to make
inquiries. There is a decrease of $258,000
in respect of this item. The reduced pro-
vision arises because the major Part of
the loss on the sale of the Wyndham Meat
Works was recouped last year and only
the balance is provided for this year.

The sale of the Wyndham Meat Works
in March, 1967, resulted in a capital loss
of approximately $542,000. This loss is
being recovered by appropriations against
the Consolidated Revenue Fund-a sum of
$400,000 was recouped in 1968-69 and this
item provides for the recoup of the bal-
ance of the loss Incurred.

The amounts charged to Consolidated
Revenue are credited to loan repayments.
That is all the information I have.

Vote put and passed.
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Part 3: Minister for Agriculture-

MR. NALDER (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) [5.43 p.m.]: I would like to
make some comment on the situation so
far as agriculture is concerned. My com-
ment will be general in the main. I wish
to refer to the north and also to a
question that was asked in the Chamber
some time ago. in doing so, I shall out-
line some of the problems associated with
mixing trace elements In fertiliser.

The year 1069 will be remembered for
two things: drought and wheat quotas.
The latter was found to be necessary be-
cause of a build-up of world wheat stocks
In the major exporting countries and an
improvement In Production techniques In
countries which provide the main import
outlets. The build-up of wheat will in-
crease pressure for Its use for stock feed
-with a potential effect on the feed grain
situation.

A great deal has been said on the
drought In Western Australia. I believe
the season has been probably the worst
which Western Australia has experienced
since development In agriculture has been
taking place.

I hasten to add that although the posi-
tion Is still acute and deteriorating In some
areas, there has been some relief In others.
Pressure for water supplies In some dis-
tricts has been eased by rains which have
fallen over the last few days. Indeed, the
sky In the east this afternoon suggests
that more rain may fall In some areas.
This may be the pattern during the sum-
mer because of the unseasonable condi-
tions that have been experienced over the
last eight or nine months or so.

The future of wool, the product which
stands beside grain as Western Aus-
tralia's major export staple, is more hope-
ful, but here again there is no room for
complacency. Other countries--namely,
U.S.S.R., South Africa. and Argentina_
have increased the quality and quantity of
production and sheep numbers are again
on the Increase In New South Wales and
Victoria. With continued stiff competition
from synthetics there is very little likeli-
hood that sheep will adequately fill the
grain income gap.

Western Australia still has considerable
potential for beef meat production and
we must make the most of these opportu-
nities. Here again, however, we must rely
for expansion on a world market which Is
difficult to exploit. In the U.S.A. market
we have to tread warily as we can be ex-
eluded on quality or reduced by quotas.
The Commonwealth meat diversification
programme is a practical approach but Its
future is by no means easy to predict.

It is against this background that the
agricultural estimates are Presented this
Year. The State Department of Agricul-
ture must be geared to play Its part in

meeting this situation so that agricultural
products can continue to make their sig-
nificant contribution to the economy of
Western Australia.

The general areas to which the depart-
ment's efforts must be directed are-

1. The improvement in the quality-
of agricultural products. As the
world supply position for gramns,
fibres, and meat worsens we will
have to fight a running battle of
quality Improvement, merely to
maintain our market outlets even
at lower prices than we receive
today.

2. We must look for new techniques.
to reduce costs. Other countries.
are constantly doing this, and
we must engage them in the tech-
nology race. This will involve
the engagement of better qualified-
officers, retraining, and overseas
experience.

3. The development of a wider base
for our agriculture. Western Aus-
tralian farmers are too dependent.
on a limited variety of agricultural
products. Money will have to be
spent even on outside shots.

I might mention here that I think ther&
are opportunities for diversification, and
it is interesting to note that there appears.
to be a keener demand for oil seeds--not
that this is likely to bring a large income.
to the country as a result of any produc-
tion which might be forthcoming, but it.
Is worth giving further consideration to
this aspect. We have already spoken about,
the increase in the production of linseed,
and there Is a strong demand from over-
seas for rape seed. There appears to be
a limited demand for sunflower seed, and
it is possible that we might be able top
Produce some of these seeds. I mention.
this in passing because I believe there
might be an opening for at least some of'
the farmers in this State to increase their
incomes by diversifying their interests;
along the lines I have mentioned, and.
there may be others as well.

Here again, the department Is carrying
out experiments. I understand that ex-.
perinents in the growing of some new-
seeds are being carried out at the new-
research station at Mt. Barker in an effort
to see how practical they are for com-
mercial growing and with reference to
extending them to other areas. To con-
tiflue-

4. A keener and more deliberate-
policy to explore overseas market;
opportunities and examine mar-
ket restrictions in overseas coun--
tries which limit cur access. In.
the past we have left these matters;
to the Commonwealth; perhaps
too much. It will be Increasingly'
important to find satisfactory out-
lets for mutton. Further, feed
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grains have been somewhat
neglected by this State and should
now be given special attention.

We have already referred to this, and legis-
lation was introduced to amend the Wheat
industry Stabilization Act. Although mar-
keting difficulties for agricultural products
have arisen, these have been world-wide
and do not detract from the effort put
forward by our producers. In 1968-69 the
yield of wheat--112,500,000 bushels from
7,300,000 acres--created a new record.
The yield of 23,000,000 bushels of oats was
second only to the 23,300,000 bushels pro-
duced in 1965-66; and the 9.200,000 bushels
of barley was another record, Sheep
numbers rose to 32,900,000. and even more
heartening was the percentage of 70.6 of
lambs marked to ewes mated, reflecting
better management of the flocks. The
area sown to pasture continued to increase
to 15,200,000 acres and fertiliser used rose
to 1,300,000 tons.

Following the light spring rains in some
areas in 1968. light hand feeding was com-
menced in March in a limited number of
districts:. summer rainfall was generally
light and this was an advantage. In April
and May most areas received sufficient
rain to cause some germination of pastures
and initial cultivation took place. Parts
of the south coast remained dry. Little
crop 'was planted in May, although most
farmers had land broken up which was
planted in June.

Sufficient rain fell in July for crops to
make reasonable progress, but by the
middle of August farmers from the worst
affected shires were seeking Government
relief. By the end of July officers of dif-
ferent sections of the department were
already meeting to assess the situation
and consider steps necessary to alleviate
the farmers' position.

The decreased pasture yield has meant
less paddock feed for stock and this, com-
bined with the shortage of dam water, has
led to a more severe culling of the older
sheep. This may prove an advantage in
the long term in that the younger breeders
have been retained and will maintain the
future flock and wool increases. Climatic
conditions present a lower potential wool
yield per head this season.

In the dairying areas the season broke
in April, and heavy rain in June and
mainly mild weather thereafter encour-
aged good pasture growth, and there was
sufficient feed on all but the most in-
tensively stocked farms.

Some results of long term rotation
trials of mineral nutrition of crops and
pastures and the build-up in soil fertility
,on light land are now becoming available.
These give Important leads to the defi-
ciencies of phosphorus, nitrogen, potas-
sium, and sulphur which farmers are
likely to encounter, and the means to
correct them. The results are applied not
only to the pastures but also to the health

of the razing animals. Effects of climate
studies on the rate of development of dif-
ferent wheat varieties have demonstrated
interesting associated results which could
lead to better selection for different en-
vironments. Root growth work as part
of a soil moisture programme shows strik-
ing differences dependent on the soil type.

Grazing trials with animals are being
carried out to test the strains of sub-
terranean clover for feed bulk and quality.
A development of significance to farmers
with winter water-logged paddocks is the
study of a group of subclovers with the
same general tolerance to water as Yar-
loop, but of lower oestrogenlc potency.
These are being tested and increased for
commercial release.

Continuing work on apple root growth
has shown that the Western Australian
apple tree needs double the weight of
roots to those -grown in a cooler, temperate
climate. The effects of drought, irriga-
tion, and the mixture of fertlisers
necessary to Produce the best trees are
also being evaluated. Vigour in the face
of local climate can only be maintained
by Irrigation, control of cropping, and
adequate nutrition.

A substantial amount of information
was added to previous work on the aspects
of rates, times of application, and sources
of nitrogen to cereal crops. Investigations
are continuing on the use of phosphorus,
sulphur, and trace elements on cereals:
and emphasis has been on the use of
sulphur and trace elements on pasture
with the resultant effect on animals.

A programme of work was commenced
in 1969. aimed at improving the efficiency
of cropping in higher rainfall areas which
have been normally used for grazing.
Although mostly concerned with cereals.
the work has been extended to include
other plants, such as lupins and sun-
flowers.

In 1968, the first experiments were car-
ried out on the newly cleared Johnston
Lakes experimental plots. The season was
a favourable one and wheat yields up to
29 bushels per acre on light land, and
23 bushels on heavy land, were obtained,
Growth of the sown pasture legumes was
not vigorous but in most cases establish-
ment appears satisfactory. Persistency of
these over a number of years will be the
best measure of their possible agricultural
usefulness. For the information of mem-
bers I would mention that Johnston Lakes
is an area east of Lake King, which is
on the eastern edge of the area commonly
known as the Lakes district.

The lack of significant summer rains
in tbe Moora. district has resulted in no
cases of lupinosis being reported. There
was a serious deterioration of stock on
some properties, associated with feed
shortage. Malnutrition was common and
outbreaks of pregnancy toxaemia occurred
in autumn lambing ewes, and neonatal
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lamb losses were considerable. These fac-
tors placed additional strain on tbe
veterinary staff as their services were
sought at an increasing level by the farm-
ing community. Despite these demands,
routine testing of nearly 127,000 animals
for brucellosis was undertaken and, in
herds under surveillance for tuberculosis,
nearly 16,000 head were tested for an
incidence of 0.25 per cent. and 2.3 Per'
cent, respectively.

Movement of cattle for slaughter re-
turned to the normal pattern with most
of the East Kimblerley animals going to
the Wyndham Meat Works. Vaccination
was discontinued as an official policy in
the Halls Creek protected area in 1968,
but continued at a satisfactory level in
the East Kimberley infected area. It is
estimated that in this area 90 per cent. of
all cattle under five years of age-exclud-
ing clean skins--have now been vaccin-
ated.

An extension service is being provided
for irrigated agriculture in the north at
Kununurra, principally, but also at Car-
narvon. Farmers' information sheets to
assist landholders in other decision-making
processes are issued as required, and as
close a contact as possible is maintained
with local growers. The continuing pro-
gramme of research and extension to pas-
ture properties is being expanded. This
service cannot meet the demand required,
as problems on any property are peculiar
to that property and necessitate personal
visits.

Assisted by a series of good seasons, the
reduction in grazing pressure within the
vast sections of the Ord regeneration area
has resulted in further advances in the
vegetation cover of the catchment area.
Following the removal of stock, cultivation
and reseeding has taken place.

The spread of both introduced and native
perennial species has proceeded at an
accelerated rate. In the Turner Plain area
the establishment of vegetation amongst
the gully heads and along the creeks and
river banks is most encouraging, while the
spread of kapok bush has been spectacular.
Small scale grazing trials have been estab-
lished at the Ord River to study the re-
action of regenerated areas to controlled
stocking. These grazing trials are being
combined with the breeding programme.

Current research on cotton has been
aimed at increasing yield and quality
through selection and breeding of types
suitable for the Ord area. The effects of
placement of bands of urea compared with
its surface broadcasting and being supp-
lied with the irrigation water have also
been studied. Banding gave the best
effect.

The quality of this season's crop showed
that 75 per cent. was of middling grade or
better, and already 14,000 bales have been
received at the gin from 8,300 acres.

In the Wiluna area commercial produc-
tion has been centered about canteloupe
for the Eastern States, market and work is
continuing on honey dew melons. A smaller
scale unit has commenced production at
Mt. Padbury Station, Meekatbarra, where
citrus, gladiola, and on ions are being grown
using ground waters as the source of supply.
Jointly operated research between the
Commonwealth and the State is con-
tinuing at the Kimberley Research Station
with the emphasis on cotton, sorghum,
wheat, rice, sugar cane, and beef. Some of
these experiments are to develop better
types suitable for both wet and dry pro-
duction, but in each case, consideration is
given to utilisation of residues for cattle.
At Abydos-that Is a research station-
long term regeneration projects dealing
with burning cycles and up to 15 years
deferred grazing are now being brought
closer to fruition. Some of these deferred
areas are back to perennial grasses, and
stocking rate studies are being undertaken.
Experiments on lambing behaviour under
stress are continuing and daily weight
gains are being checked. The weaning per-
centage is very good considering the hand-
ling of these animals.

At the Gascoyne Research Station more
work has been undertaken with bananas,
orchard crops, and vegetables, In all of
these consideration is given not only to
watering, but also to fertilising and pro-
duction at times which will be of best
advantage to the growers from the mar-
keting viewpoint. In all of these disease
prevention Is of paramount importance,
as the growing conditions are unique.

Although facilities have only just reached
a stage of completion at the Fitzroy Pas-
toral Research Station, experiments are
underway. Some of the paddocks and
boundary fencings have been completed
and this has enabled work to be under-
taken on stocking rates. I took the
opportunity several months ago to visit
this area and I am sure that considerable
improvements will follow, as a result of the
various research programmes, which will
be of value to the area.

Despite failures in the sowing of pastures
in the Pindan country, work has continued
and is showing some effect of time of
sowing in relation to seasonal conditions.
One obstacle to success is the wattle re-
growth. This is evident after regenera-
tion and there appears to be some residual
effect on ensuing pasture or grass growth.
Despite this, there are encouraging signs
that periodical legumes, grain sorghum,
and fodder crops will have an ultimate
place on this type of country.

In the mulga zone lupins have continued
to spread from the regional areas on the
sown trials on Woodleigh Station. Even
under low rainfall conditions lupins persist
from one year to another. Further work
is planned for areas closet to the coast.
In conjunction with these growth tests.
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grazing trials and work on carrying
capacity allied to the health of flocks, is
being undertaken. Results are encourag-
ing, although It is too early to make
general recommendations.

Grazing and cutting trials have been
-undertaken at Yalgoo, Meekatharra, and
-other areas where sheep husbandry Is the
main development. These have given some
leads as to the amount of cutting which
can take place, and the grazing rates over
the seasons that can be allowed. It is too
-early to determine the treatment but the
results should have wide application to
these improved pastures. in the mulga zone.

As -I said earlier, I wish to make some
-comment on trace elements in super-
phosphate. Section 15 W) of the Fertilisers
Act Provides that variation from the
-guaranteed analysis of 10 per cent. is per-
missible for trace elements. In some over-
seas Acts the tolerance for molybdenum
-is 20 per cent. That is so in the State of
I ndiana in the United States. Indiana
-does have a 10 per cent. tolerance on
,copper and zinc. In some States of Aus-
tralia the guarantee is only in terms of an
amount per ton, and not a percentage of
-the mixture: that Is, lj lb. of molybdenum
trioxide per ton, rather than 400 parts per
'million.

Under the regulations the inspector is
required to take a representative sample
from at least one bag in every ten in a
stack or consignment. The portions so
-taken are then well mixed, and from the
mixture a sample of not less than 31b. is
taken. This is divided into three equal
-parts, and each is sealed in airtight
,containers. One subsample is given to the
-vendor, one to the Government Chemical
Laboratories, and a third is retained by the
inspector as a referee sample.

The representative sample is taken from
-open bags by inserting a 30 in. hollow tube
,diagonally across the bag. The tube has a
slot which can be opened down one side.
The slot is then opened allowing the
sampler to fill; or it can be filled from
-closed bags with a shorter sampler which
is pushed into the bag at a number of
-points. Bulk super is not sampled.

The trace elements have been added to
the fertilisers in varying ways. Basically
the required amounts are metered into
superphosphate in carefully measured
'quantities. The stage of manufacture at
-which they are added has varied depend-
:ing on the total demand, the storage avail-
-able, and the period when supply is re-
quired. In some cases it has been poss-
ible to incorporate the trace elements with
-the superphosphate when it Is still quite
moist; in other cases the trace elements
have been added to dry-conditioned super.

Where small amounts of trace elements
-are added to dry-conditioned super there
-is a number of opportunities for segrega-
tion to occur. Not only can this take

place in bagging, and in transit, but the
difficulties of sampling are aggravated by
the possibilities of segregation during mix-
ing of the samples and their subsequent
subsampllng and handling during chemi-
cal analysis.

Anyone who has mixed sand and cement
will be aware of the need for care in this
relatively simple process to avoid uneven-
ness. The ratios in this case are three
to one or four to one. The difficulties
with much greater ratios, and with mate-
rials with much wider size differences can
be appreciated.

The companies are aware of the prob-
lem and the importance of providing a
uniform mix, and are giving it urgent at-
tention. This uniformity must, however,
be achieved without undue cost Increases,
and a balance has to be struck which
gives acceptable uniformity without major
increase in cost.

The questions of segregation and samp-
ling are being Investigated by departmental
officers at this stage. They are doing this
in consultation with officers of the manu-
facturing companies.

The manufacturers state emphatically
that the required amount of trace element
is added to the mixture. This claim is
supported by the analyses for copper and
zinc carried out for the department. These
analyses show that on average the required
amount of trace element had been added.

There is a chart that I have available,
and if any honourable member likes to
Peruse it, it can be obtained if he makes
a request to me. This gives the details
of the analyses that have been taken
of the copper content and the zinc con-
tent. In this particular situation it can-
not be shown with molybdenum, but
molybdenum has special segregation prob-
lems, being a fine heavy powder mixed
with quite coarse conditioned superphos-
phate. I think I explained to the House
the reason for this on a previous occasion:
that is, It is not the amount that has been
added to the tonnage that matters-that
is, the 11 lb.-but the fact that it auto-
matically moves down through the par-
ticles of superphosphate to the bottom of
the bag. Proof has been established that
the amount has been added to the super-
phosphate.

The Present recommendations for the
quantities of trace elements to be used
on the various soil types in the State
are based on a very extensive series of
experiments carried out over a three-year
period, coupled with other experimental
work carried out over a period of 20 years.

The recommendations represent the
optimum rates for use on particular soil
types. In the experiments, a range of rates
was tested and the rate giving maximum
yield selected. However, a feature of the
work was that the major response to
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copper application was obtained with the
lowest rate of aplication, and that an In-
crease in the rate of application from, say,
14 to 21 lb. or 21 to 5 lb. af capper sul-
phate per acre gave a small but valuable
yield increase depending on the soil type.
It is not possible in field experiments to
include sufficient treatments to measure
the effect of reductions of 20 per cent, or
30 per cent. in the recommended amount
of copper or zinc being applied as would
occur with use of the mixtures shown to
be deficient. The results indicate that re-
ductions In crop yield would not be great.
and there would be little effect on pasture
production.

It is believed that far greater effects
would occur due to the farmer electing to
use copper zinc molybdenum No. 2, which
contains .33 per cent. copper, .30 per cent.
zinc, and 400 parts per million of
molybdenum, rather than copper zinc
molybdenum No. 1, which contains twice
as much copper and zlnc-.66 per cent.
copper, .60 per cent. zinc, and 400 parts
per million of molybdenum-on a soil type
requiring the No. 1 mixture.

The reason for the continually low
molybdenum levels Is not clear but it Is
doubtful whether a reduction of rate of
application from 2 as. to 1i or ij os. per
acre-400 parts per million to 300 or 350
parts per million-would have a measurable
effect on production. While the deficien-
cies are regarded as serious, and are being
urgently looked into, there Is little like-
lihood that they have caused loss of pro-
duction to the farmer.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [6.10 p-m.]: I
would like to discuss a matter affecting the
Minister's department, with particular
reference to industrial difficulties being
experienced at Midland, about which we
read in the papers almost daily. This Is
a matter which I feel must sooner or later
be ventilated in an endeavour to clear the
air once and for all, not merely in the In-
terests of the employees, but also in the
Interests of the board of management of
the abattoir, in the interests of the State.
in the interests of exporters, of tanners,
and of the Minister who is responsible In
this House for the Midland Junction Abat-
toir Board.

one cannot continue to accept lightly
the allegation that the men are deliberately
causing strikes to embarrass the board of
management and to have a shot at the
farmers generally. For some time now
there has been a stop and start programme
operating at Midland and if research Is
done into 'this matter-whether the re-
search be of a minor nature or the major
research that I have carried out-members
will be staggered at what is going on at
the Midland Junction Abattoir. I have
received reports from all and sundry as to
the cause of the difficulties at Midland,
and I feel there should be some sort of

(84)

inquiry into the matter, because it the
position is not watched we will be sowiing
the wind and reaping the whirlwind.

If we were to ask who is to blame for
the trouble there is little doubt the
majority of the public would most cer-
tainly say the employee is to blame, but
when one carries out some research into
the matter and hears the opinions of
people who are in a position to make
authoritative statements, one is inclined
to feel that the board of management is
to blame.

If we go further and observe at first-
hand what is going on, and hear the
rumours of what is taking place, there
is every reason to suspect that the works
manager and his staff are to blame. When
one knows the history of the works, the
attitude of the union, and the overtures
that have been made to the Minister from
time to time, one is inclined to think that
probably the Minister is provoking a
great deal of this trouble-particularly
when one considers the very reluctant at-
titude of the Minister to answer corres-
pondence, to meet deputations, and to give
decisions after receiving those depute-
ians.

Mr. Nalder: Do you realise that similar
difficulties applied when you were in
office?

Mr. BRADY: The Minister has said a
mouthful, and that is all the more reason
that the matter should be cleaned up once
and for all. There is probably not one
employee working in the abattoir today
who was there when I went to Midland in
1929. most of them have crossed over
the divide or gone onto other work, and
yet we find this industrial trouble is con-
tinuing at Midland. Finally, I begin to
feel suspicious of the industrial Commnis-
sion. We have the industrial Commission
giving decisions which are being ignored
by the board of management, and by the
Minister. It makes one wonder whether
there is any point at all in having an
Industrial Commission or an arbitration
set-up in Western Australia.

I feel the time is long overdue for the
matter to be given another look. I have
had members of the public and some
farmers ringing me up to find out what
is going on. We all know that members
in this Chamber have asked the Minister
certain questions and I think the board
of management has misled the Minister
in the replies that have been Provided to
those questions. I believe that the whole
position, particularly as it relates to the
industry and the board of management,
should be reviewed without delay, and I
therefore advocate that an inquiry be in-
stituted to consider the overall Position.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The CHAIRMAN: Prior to the tea suts-
pension I allowed the member for Swan
to say a few words on the abattoirs. This
really Is not the vote on which to debate
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the abattoirs. I thought he was only
raising a couple of queries, but I under-
stand he intends to speak at some length.
If that is the case I cannot allow him
to continue at this juncture.

Mr. Brady: Can you tell me, Mr. Chair-
man, under which vote I can discuss this
matter, because it is important?

The CHAIRMAN: In part 13 of the
Public Utilities vote.

Votes: Agriculture, $5,536,000; Co-ordin-
ator of Agricultural Industries, $59,000;
College of Agriculture, $12,000-put and
passed.

Part 4: Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment and the North-West-

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) [7.31 p.m.): I want to talk
on the Industrial Development vote.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have not put the
division, so you are at liberty to do that.

Mr. TONKIN: It is not much good my
waiting until you have finished.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: No, the Leader of
the Opposition can speak to part 4.

Mr. TONKIN: I have seen members
caught quite often in the discussion on
the Budget. I say with the greatest sin-
cerity that I regret the Minister for In-
dustrial Development is not present, be-
cause I propose to be very critical of him,
and when I am hitting out I like the
person about whom I am speaking to be
present to hear what I have to say.

The other evening I listened to the
member for Gascoyne and the member
for South Perth detailing the circum-
stances which indicated that the Minister
for Industrial Development had misled
Parliament when he was speaking on be-
half of the Government against the motion
that certain reserves should not be granted.
The argument which the Minister put up
was that he had received the advice of
an expert in fisheries who had assured
him that no detrimental effect would fol-
low from what the Government proposed
to do, and that he had acted on that ad-
vice.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: VWhere did the
Minister say no detrimental effect would
follow?

Mr. TONKIN: He said that he had been
assured by this so-called world expert-
who was no such world expert at all-that
there would be no harm to the fisheries
in this locality.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Of course, there
would be some effect.

Mr. TONKIN: Does the Minister want
to buy into this?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I just vwant to
see fairness.

Mr. Graham: What about being fair to
the speaker on his feet?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: In the first place
the Minister for Industrial Development
did not mislead the Chamber.

Mr. TONKIN: He was misleading the
Chamber.

Mr. floss Hutchinson: I am not saying
that you did, but you said that the Min-
ister for Industrial Development had
misled the Chamber.

Mr. TONKIN: So he did, as I shall
prove.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Of course, he did
not.

Mr. TONKIN: We will see whether or
not he misled the Chamber. The whole
question to which I am referring, about
the closure of various loops in Shark Bay,
was raised. I refer to what the member
for South Perth said in that debate on
the 30th October. On page 2070 of Hansard
of this year he is recorded as having
said-

Recently a statement appeared in
The West Australian from the Minister
for Industrial Development to the
effect that in renewing the temporary
reserves which would result in the
closure of loops at Shark Bay we
would in no way affect the fishing
at Shark Bay.

Shall I repeat that? This was the state-
mnent of the Minister for Industrial
Development-

Therefore it was given the right to
undertake these studies subject to very
strict conditions, and on the -best

advice the Minister for Mines and the
Minister for Fisheries and Fauna
could obtain. Just in case there is any
misunderstanding about this, or any
suggestion that this is detrimental to
the fishing industry, I hasten to say
that the man who advised the Gov-
ernment is an expert on whiting and
his services have been sought by
F.A.O0 to advise it on the development
of fisheries and their conservation in
other countries.

Mr. Bovell: That is quite correct.

Mr. TONKIN: To continue with the
statement of the Minister for Industrial
Development-

This man is no amateur weekend
fisherman and is not an ordinary
administrative officer within the
department; he is a man with a world-
wide reputation. It was he who draft-
ed the conditions which are attached
to the temporary reserve.

Now it transpires that that statement by
the Minister was not a factual statement
at all; and, furthermore, the advice upon
which he reckoned he was relying was
given months after the decision was made
to close the inlets.
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It has come to my notice subsequently
-and I did not know it at the time-that
right from the inception the Department
of Fisheries and Fauna has been opposed
to this proposition; and that was what the
Minister should have told us. Right fromn
the inception the Department of Fisheries
and Fauna was against it, because of the
deleterious effect this would have upon
fishing in the area,

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Just as the Depart-
ment of Fisheries and Fauna is against
explosions in the sea for oil search, yet it
allows the explosions to proceed.

Mr. TONKIN: Is it right for any Min-
ister to tell Parliament, when the Depart-
ment of Fisheries and Fauna is opposed to
the proposition, that the department has
given him the best possible advice to show
that it will not be harmnful?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The department
agreed that the work should go on. It had
to balance its thoughts.

Mr. TONKIN: I am telling the Minister
that right from the inception the Depart-
ment of Fisheries and Fauna was against
this, and is still against it.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: As a matter of
fact, the Department of Fisheries and
Fauna has to consider all views in the
fishing industry.

Mr. Fletcher: You lose one industry to
gain another.

Mr. Bovell:, It is a matter of value, and
that is the point.

Mr. TONKIN: So, it is industries at any
price.

Mr. Bovell: No. it is the value of the
industry to the State that counts.

Mr. TONKCIN: I subsequently learnt that
if this company pulls out it will cost
more than $500,000 to rehabilitate the
area. Who will pay the money for
the rehabilitation?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Who told you
that?

Mr. TONKIN: That is my business!
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You were told it

would cost $500,000 to rehabilitate it?
Mr. TONKIN: Yes-more than $500,000.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I think you ought

to substantiate that.
Mr. TONKIN: The Minister for Works

has no room to talk about estimates. He
should remember what he told us con-
cerning estimates for covering the freeway
which runs past Parliament H-ouse. He
said it would be twice the cost of the
Narrows Bridge, so he would be no
authority on values.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That was infor-
mation given to me by engineers of the
Main Roads Department.

Mr. TONKIN: It was not the informa-
tion given to us subsequently by an officer
of the same department.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Which officer was
that?

Mr. TONKIN: This is really not rele-
vant to the discussion.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Who was that?
Mr. TONKIN: I only quoted it as an

example of what an authority the Minis-
ter is.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You tell me more
of that.

Mr. TONKIN: I will if the Minister will
give me a chance. He is doing his best
to prevent me.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I would like to
know more about the Main Roads proposi-
tion on which you were given information
different from what I was given.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister will bear
about it on his own Estimates, not on the
ones that are under discussion at the
moment.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I would certainly
be interested to hear it,

Mr. TONKIN: It is no wonder the m-
fer for Gascoyne and the member for
South Perth are disturbed about the
situation, because already, owing to the
fact that the inlets have been closed off
and the density of the water has increased.
the level of the fresh water inland has
been affected and the vegetation has died,
thus making acres of the area denuded of
vegetation, leaving nothing more than a
sandy desert.

Mr. O'Connor: How far inland has the
effect been noticeable?

Mr. TONKIN: I understand it is 15
miles, and likely to extend further: and
all this because we were given incorrect
information here. Surely the Minister for
Industrial Development must have known
at the time that he was not presenting to
this House the true position.

Mr. Ross Hutchison: He was passing on
information which he gave in good faith.

Mr. TONKIN: Industry at any price!
Mr. Ross Hlutchinson. It is not so.

Mr. TONKIN:, That is what it appears
to be. Now I want to refer to a statement
made by the same Minister when he was
in the United States of America. Before
he wvent, .1 took advantage of the oppor-
tunity to draw his attention to the fact
that being in the United States, and in
Los Angeles, he would have a unique op-
portunity to make investigations there as
to the effect of pollution. If I remember
rightly, the words I used were, "The most
smog-affected city in the world."
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The Minister came back with the state- Mr. novell: It was the Editor of The
snent that he was fully alive to that
situation and there was no need to draw
his attention to it; that he would make
his inquiries and keep his eyes open, and
so on. But what did he do? He went to
the United States of America and called
the anti-pollutionists and the conserva-
tionists cranks.

Mr. O'Connor: Can you guarantee he
did that?

Mr. TONKIN: I cannot guarantee it.
Mr. Hovell: You have to read the lot.

Mr. TONKIN: But I have very good
evidence here to indicate he said it because
if he did not, when he comes back he
stands to make a lot of money by the
issuance of a few writs.

Mr. Graham: He said it all right!
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You would have

to read the whole of his remarks.

Mr. TONKIN: I venture to suggest be
will not be issuing any writs. The follow-
ing is from the leading article in The
Australian of the 7th November:-

Despite the Federal election and its
aftermath the Prize for the most ex-
traordinary Political speech of the year
must surely go to Western Australia's
Minister for Industrial Development,
Mr Court, for his efforts in New York
this week. Mr Court's views on indus-
trial development are reported to have
left his distinguished American-Aus-
tralian audience gasping; they are
likely to meet a far more positive
response at home.

Conservationists and anti-pollu-
tionists, in Mr. Court's view, are no-
account cranks. They will not ]be al-
lowed to stand in the way of overseas
investment in Western Australia, he
assured Potential investors. He offered
a carte blanche and clearly claimed
to offer it in the name of the Govern-
ment of Western Australia. If this is,
indeed, the policy of that State Gov-
ernment-development at any price-
it has never been defined in such blunt
terms before.

I do not want to read the whole of the
article, but it is here for anyone who would
like to read every word in it. I will skip
a little, and continue-

..he appears to have lost not only
his own sense of values but the ability
to judge the values held by others.

Mr. novell: I wonder, was that reported
statement confirmed by the Government?

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister wonders?

Mr. novell: Yes.
Mr. TONKINQ: The Minister should write

a letter to the Editor of The Australian.

Australian who should have confirmed this
article with the Minister for Industrial
Development.

Mr. TONKIN: How does the Minister
know he did not?

Mr. Bovell: I am asking you whether
you know he did. You are so full of know-
ledge I thought you would be able to tell
me!

Mr. TONKIN: The Australian is not the
only Paper which referred to this state-
merit. It has been in every paper through-
out the whole of Australia.

Mr. Rushton: The West Australian of
the 8th November, on page '7, published an
article with which I think you would
agree.

Mr. TONKIN: Is the honourable member
saying the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment did not make this statement? Is the
member for Dale saying that?

Mr. Rushton: I am saying it is out of
context and if you read the whole story,
and the parts we read-

Mr. 'TONKIN: It is out of context! Dear,
oh dear! I have read about 80 per cent.
of the article already.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is out of context
with his speech. You must read his speech
to find cut.

Mr. TONKIN: Must I?
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Of course, the

same as we would have to read one of
yours.

Mr. TONKIN: It would do the Minister
good if he read mine a bit more.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I have heard
enough of your speeches in the past 20
years.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister might have
heard enough, but he is going to hear a
bit more before I have finished.

Mr. Hovel]: Good on you 1
Mr. TONKIN: The article continues-

The two movements are part of the
growing general awareness that the
price of unplanned, ill-considered
development in the past is a conti-
nuing burden on present and future
generations which can be out of pro-
portion to the benefits derived.

I agree with that absolutely, as I hope
you do, Mr. Chairman. To continue-

Growing affluence and wealth in
natural resources has meant, among
other things, greater scope to balance
real benefits from industrial develop-
ment against all the factors involved
in the "quality of life" argument-
from polluted air and beaches to the
adequacy of urban planning and public
facilities. And if Young People are in
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the vanguard of such movements
(which is by no means obvious) it is
utterly fatuous on Mr Court's part to
Claim it is because "affluence has
tended to weaken their moral fibre."

For the benefit of the Minister for Works
I will emphasise that the words "affluence
has tended to weaken their moral fibre"
are in quotation marks in the article: and
if Mr. Court did not say that, then there
is room for trouble. To continue-

Mr. Court would need to go no
further than his own capital, Perth.
to find people in large and growing
numbers questioning the value to
them of the "development at any
price" theory. They are probably
average Australians--like the one Mr.
Court says is "not entirely stupid but
sometimes ... just doesn't know when
to stop."

Joe Blow, the average Australian, is
obviously not the only one who
doesn't know when to stop. It will
be surprising if Mr. Court's views of
development policy go unchallenged
by his Government, let alone its con-
stituents who, a fortnight ago, re-
duced Li.beral Party Federal repre-
sentation in Western Australia to a
single seat.

Now if the members of the Government
are no~t satisfied, and think this is taken
out of context, I suggest they drop a note
to the editor. In the same paper, on the
same day, there appeared an article under
the heading, "Pollution bigger killer than
cars." It read as follows:-

Australian city dwellers f aced
mounting death rates from air pol-
lution, the president of the Australian
Academy of Science, Dr. D. F. Martyn,
said last night.

It will be appreciated that a man holding
that position has some claim to knowledge
and ability in the field of science, and
ought to know what he is talking about.'He ought to have sufficient sense of re-
sponsibility not to scare people. The
article continues--

"There will be steep increases in
deaths from bronchitis and respira-
tory ailments, and a certain sharp
rise in the amount of smog over our
cities unless we come to our senses
and call a halt to this march af
destruction," he said.

Dr. Martyn said that bronchitis
caused by air pollutants was killing
more people every year than were
lost In road accidents.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope the Leader of
the Opposition is not going to quote the
whole of the newspaper article. I have
been fairly generous.

Mr. TONKIN: Not on your life, Mr.
Chairman! It would take too much time,
so do not be apprehensive in that regard.

Of course, I had to counter the likelihood
of the Minister for Works accusing me of
quoting out of context. I would recom-
mend that the article to which I am re-
ferring be read by those who leave them-
selves open to being designated cranks,
anti -pollutionists, and conservationists in
the opinion of the Minister for Industrial
Development.

It is also significant that in today's
The West Australian there appears the
first of a series of articles on the sub-
ject of pollution. The Worrying part about
the matter is that the Minister for Indus-
trial Development is the most powerful
man-in the Cabinet.

Mr. Graham: He has not got much to
beat.

Mr. TONKIN: if the Minister for In-
dustrial Development holds the opinion
which he is reported to have expressed in
the United States, that industrialists can
be invited here and will not be obliged to
conform to what we believe are the neces-
sary safeguards against pollultion, just
imagine what is likely to happen in this
State.

Mr. floss Hutchinson: The Minister did
not mean that those people should not
conform to our laws.,

Mr, TONKIN: H-ow does the Minister
know?

Mr. Ross Hutch inson: The laws are
here and on our Statute book.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister does not
even know what he said.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You seem to know
what he said; you have not read his
speech.

Mr. TONKIN: Just imagine the Minister
for Works endeavouring to tell the mnem-
bers of this House what the Minister was
thinking. He is many miles sway.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: We have our laws
on the Statute book.

Mr. Bickerton: The Minister for Indus-
trial Development did not mean what he
said!

Mr. TONKIN: I am concerned about
what the Minister said publicly for the
consumption of those who were present at
the gathering. It was a philosophy which
will not go down in this country, and the
sooner the Government realises that It is
not industry at any price, the better.

Mr. Ross Hiutchinson: Of course it is
not industry at any price.

Mr. TONKIN: We have the example at
Shark Bay. it does not matter what
happens to the fishing industry. The in-
lets are being closed. It does not matter
what happens to the hinterland where
areas are being denuded of vegetation.
Close up the inlets because we have an
industry there!
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Well, the time has arrived when we
have to give attention to what is likely to
happen if industries are established in
certain positions. This has been the whole
pattern. The Minister for Industrial De-
velopment has brought Bill after Bill to
this House to take away from Parliament
the rights which it has possessed for years
and years. Parliament is left in control
of by-laws and regulations for a specific
purpose, but what do we find? We are told
industries will not get off the ground unless
we take away from members of Parlia-
ment the right to veto regulations and by-
laws. So, it is industry at any price. That
is the pattern, and what the Minister is
reported to have said in the United States
falls into that pattern.

Mr. Bovell: Did you not set a similar
pattern?

Mr. TONKCIN: No, I did not,
Mr. Bovell: You were going to give the

State away, almost, when you went to the
United States.

Mr. TONKIN: What is the use of talk-
ing a lot of nonsense like that? The
Minister for Lands could not put his
finger on a single utterance of mine
which. would be anything like the utter-
ances of the Minister for Industrial
Development about conservationists and
anti-pollutionists. That is what I am
dealing with.

It is not a question of industry at any
price; it is a question of having regard to
the interests of the State; and, essentially.
the Government should face up to the
situation. I want to know whether the
Government goes along with what the
Minister for Industrial Development said,
or whether the Government repudiates
what was said.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson. The speech made
by the Minister will have to be read, and
no-one has done that yet.

Mr. TONKIN: Well, in due course, when
a verbatim copy of the Minister's speech
becomes available to the Government, am
I1 given to understand the Government
will repudiate what was said?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I have no doubt
you will hear the Minister express him-
self.

Mr. TONKIN: I have no doubt I will
hear what he has to say, and it will
mean a lot of verbiage. However, I am
not certain it will be factual when he says
it.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is not very
f air.

Mr. TONKIN: Is it not? I ama coming
back to what he told this House about
Shark Bay.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What the Min-
ister said was said in good faith.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister is so naive
that he calls an officer well down in the
list of the Department of Fisheries and
Fauna, a world authority on whiting.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: He* heard that
F.A1a. had asked for the officer's services.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister said, a
world authority.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: If F.A.O. requests
the services of a man to go overseas to
study fishing resources in other countries,
surely one could take that as being a re-
quest for a man who is a world expert
in those things?

Mr. TONKINT: Would the Minister?
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I might niot have

stated just that, but I could have done
SO.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister is seeking
to qualify his remarks.

Mr. Grayden: Why dispute the fact that
he is a world authority?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Whose side are
you on?

Mr. TONKIN:, Do I hear rustling?
Mr. Grayden: He accepted it, but did

not recommend it; it is as simple as that.
Mr. TONKIN: Despite the efforts of the

Minister for Works--and I do not blame
him-in trying to defend his colleague in
his absence, he really has a job in front
of him. The situation is not that the De-
partment of Fisheries and Fauna was in
favour of what was proposed and supported
it with advice, but quite the opposite.

I would take a great deal of convincing
that the Minister for Industrial Develop-
mnent was so naive that he misinterpreted
the action and the attitude of the Depart-
ment of Fisheries and Fauna. My assess-
ment of the situation is that he said, "I
am not going to take any notice of that."
Consequently, he came along to Parlia-
ment and told the House that a world
authority had no opposition to what he
proposed to do and it was on this advice
that he had acted when, in fact, as was
shown by the member for South Perth and
the member for Gascoyne the advice from
the so-called world authority was received
months after the action was taken and not
before. I seek your advice, Mr. Chairman.
The Opposition is so concerned about this
that we propose to reduce the estimates by
$1.

Mr. Bickerton: Make it $1.50.

Mr. TONKIN: Could you please tell me,
Mr. Chairman, whether I move it now or
wait until the division is called?

The CHAIRMAN: It will be necessary
to wait until the division is called.

The question is that the division be
agreed to.
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Vote: Industrial Development, $962,00-
Item No. 1: Salaries and allowances

generally, $290,700-
Amendment to Reduce Item

Mr. TONKIN: For the reasons I have
outlined; namely, because the Opposition
thinks it has been proved that the Minis-
ter was not frank with this chamber, but
on the contrary, he gave misleading in-
formation, we wish to show our dissatis-
faction. Accordingly I move-

That the item be reduced by $1.
Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON: Of course, the

Government opposes this motion whole-
heartedly. It is unfortunate, indeed, that
the Minister for Industrial Development
is not present to speak on his own esti-
mates. I appreciate the remarks made by
the Leader of the Opposition when he
said he does not like to attack a Min-
ister in his absence but there is no other
course open to him. However, 1 am con-
vinced that the Minister for Industrial
Development has not wilfully misled the
House in any way at all and to say he
has not been frank with the House Is not
true in any respect.

Mr. Cash'. It is scandalous.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minister

for Industrial Development is quite frank
with the House. He brings many matters to
the House and exposes them to our view.
It is true he has taken a line under which
industrial development in this State has
risen to a level that was not dreamt of
10 years ago.

I well remember that when tne Leader
of the Opposition was Minister for Works
he sought and obtained permission from
his Government to go overseas to win
industrial development for this State of
ours. I recall the attempts he made, and
we all wanted industrial development very
badly then. If members recall, tradesmen
and young folk were flocking out of the
State at that time.

Mr. Cash: That is right.
Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: There was a

wholesale migration of solid sound people
leaving Western Australia because there
were no Job opportunities.

Mr. Williams: The unemployed were
marching all over the place.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: What the
Leader of the Opposition was trying to do
at that time as Minister for Works was
very good indeed, .but he was unable to
secure the development..

Mr. Jamieson: What was the present
Minister for Industrial Development doing
then? He was leading a socialist tiger on
a great lead around England.

Mr. Graham: He was sabotaging his
own State.

Mr. Jamieson: He put it six years be-
hind.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I think it is
appropriate that this subject be brought
up at this time. I wonder why the Opposi-
tion treads on this ground because it will be
remembered that what the World thought
about Western Australia at that time-

Mr. Davies: Sir Halford Reddish.
Mr. ROSS HUITCHINSON: -was gauged

by the type of legislation that the Western
Australian Parliament then attempted to
introduce.

Mr. Bertram: Had introduced over East!
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It was a type

of legislation which was so restrictive and
harsh on development that industrialists
thought the climate in this place was not
for them. It was a type of legislation that
was eventually refined somewhat; but,
goodness me, it was a kind of legislation
which frightened industrialists all over the
world and made Western Australia, a
laughing stock!

Mr. Orahami' It has since been Intro-
duced by Libe'ral Goverrnents in Aus-
tralia.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It was most
unfortunate-

Mr. Jamieson: Alan Chase laughed
when it was referred to him.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I cannot
allow debate on this subject to proceed.

Mr. Bertram: Does the Minister agree
that the House was misled, if not wilfully?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I was trying
to point out, Mr. Chairman, before I was
so rudely interrupted-

Mr. Jamieson: Now the Minister is try-
ing to hurt us!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHfISON: -that the
Minister for Industrial Development has
certainly always been frank with this
House. He has always tried to detail to
us the whole of the projects that are in
view and it is true that with increasing
Industrial development, growth, and popu-
lation, some effect must be felt in the fields
of conservation and pollution. Industrial
development brings in its train aspects of
pollution. This is why I introduced a
Clean Air Bill when I was Minister for
Health and why other legislation has since
been placed on our Statute book.

I do not like this amendment one scrap
and the Government opposes it whole-
heartedly.

Mr. Bickerton: It is only $1.

MR. NORTON: I rise to support the'
amendment. In doing so, I want to make
it perfectly clear that, like the Leader of
the Opposition, I am sorry the Minister
for Industrial Development is not in the
Chamber. I also wish to make it perfectly
clear, however, that the statements I made
previously are correct.
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I wish to set those statements out in
chronological order so that there is abso-
lutely no mistake. Previously they have
not been set out in this order. I go back
to the 18th November, 1966, when a minute
was sent to the Minister for Fisheries and
Fauna by the Director of Fisheries (Mr.
Fraser). It reads-

Mr. Dodd, of Shark Bay Salt Pty.
Ltd. called to see me yesterday after-
noon. He said he expected that if
the company's application for the
Useless Inlet area (please see map)
be granted, the production of salt
would rise to some 500,000 tons annu-
ally. Later, if the Carrarang area
could be secured,-

I might mention that Carrarang is also
known as Boat Haven or Brawn Inlet.
Continuing-

-production could possibly be doubled.
In that case a chemical industry
based on the bitterns could operate
economically. This could employ a
great number of people. The Useless
Inlet plus Useless Loop project would
have a work force-largely Denbamn
people, he hoped-of 30 or 40.

The price negotiated with Japan for
the sale of the salt is $9 a ton C.I.F.
This means an industry worth 4 to 5
million dollars annually, even if the
Carrarang project does not go f or-
ward. The fishing industry at Shark
Bay (excluding prawns) has a value
not greatly in excess of $250,00
annually. it supports about 30 fami-
lies, either wholly or partly.

Now, Mr. Chairman, the next paragraph
is the most important of this report-

Submitted for your Information.
The only suggestion I can make at
this stage is that it be a condition of
any lease that if the areas are
abandoned dams constructed to seal
them off be removed or, alternatively,
a reasonably wide opening be bull-
dozed through them. This would to
some extent enable the waters con-
cerned to resume their normal func-
tion as nursery areas for young fishes.

An interesting notation appears against
the last paragraph of this document-
"Director (Ind 12ev) to note. C.W.C.
21/11/66."1 I would ask members to take
particular note of that. when the tem-
porary reserve conditions were drawn up,
the following condition applied with
respect to the three inlets at Shark Bay-

The removal by the company of any
dam constructed by it to seal inlets or
alternatively bulldozing reasonably
wide openings through the dams t~o
enable the waters concerned to re-
sume their normal functions as nursery
areas for young fish.

That is identical with the recommenda-
tion made by the Director of Fisheries
and Fauna-not Mr. Lenanton, the expert
on whiting-to the Minister for Fisheries

and Fauna, which was sent to the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development, whose
notation appears on it in his own hand-
writing, followed by his initials. So mem-
bers can see that the person who actually
made the recommendation was the Direc-
tor of Fisheries and Fauna on the 18th
November, 1966, and the temporary re-
serves were granted on the 31st March,
1967.

1 turn now to the report of the General
Fisheries Advisory Committee which was
requested in July, 1967, and bear in mind
that the reserves were granted in March,
1967. This committee also had the ser-
vices of Mr. Lenanton, and one of its find-
ings was-

As the fishery can only decline with
the closing of nursery areas for salt
production no further leases for this
purpose should be granted in Shark
Bay, without reference to the Dep art-
ment of Fisheries and Fauna.

if we look a little further we find that Mr.
Lenanton is first mentioned a~s giving his
interim report, which is referred to in a
document tabled in this House on the 15th
October and headed, "Whiting Fishery at
Shark Bay." It is in this document that
Mr. Lenanton gave his first preliminary
report which was given to the Depart-
ment of Fisheries and Fauna on the 14th
August, 1967-not before the 31st March,
1967. Therefore, Mr. Lenanton did not
have anything whatsoever to do with it;
but when the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment spoke against the motion -I
moved he implied that an overseas expert.
or a person well up in the Department of
Fisheries and Fauna as far as general
knowledge was concerned, made the re-
commendation. At page 1384 of the cur-
rent Hansard, the Minister for Industrial
Development said-

I hasten to say that the man who
advised the Government is an expert
on whiting and his services have been
sought by F.A.O. to advise it on the
development of fisheries and their
conservation in other countries.

The next section is most important-
This man is no amateur weekend fish-
erman and is not an ordinary admini-
strative officer within the department;
he is a man with a world-wide repu-
tation. It was he who drafted the
conditions which are attached to the
temporary reserve.

Who is "this man"? Did the Minister
mean Mr. Fraser or Mr. Lenanton? I
think I have amply proved that the Direc-
tor of Fisheries and Fauna was the man
who made the recommendation in Novem-
ber, 1966, a considerable time before the
temnporary reserves were granted.

Mr. GRAHAM: Like my leader, I
consider that the action of the Min-
ister for Industrial Development in
giving the definite statements to
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Parliament which he did, completely con-
trary to the facts, was not only a derelic-
tion of duty on his part, but he also
seriously misled the Parliament. Mr.
Chairman, you would be aware that in the
Mother of Parliaments a Minister respon-
sible for that state of affairs-irrespective
of his party-would tender his resignation
from the ministry. The Minister for In-
dustrial Development told us that there
were certain authorities, and I think I can
best quote from his interjections when I
happened to be speaking on the motion
then before the House. I quote from pages
1385 and 1386 of the current Parliamen-
tary Debates, First of all the Minister
interjected and said-

The best advice which the State has
got is that this will not he detrimental
to the area in Question, What more
can we do?

A little later the Minister interjected
again and -said, in part-

you are not being fair, because I
ha~ve put forward the views of two
acknowledged authorities-acknow-
ledged not only here but internation-
ally.

Again, two internationally famous persons
in the matter of fisheries had tendered ad-
vice to the Government that the proposed
works and the proposed closure of the
inlets would not be detrimental to the
area. I turn over the page and once more
the Minister interjected and said-

I have put forward the opinion of
a man who- is a world authority.

Finally, he said-
Why do you Dot have some regard,

even a partial regard, for a person
who is a recognised international
authority on this subject?

The theme and the purpose of the Minis-
ter was to convince all members of this
Chamber that this so-called international
authority-and whether he was or whether
be was not is not of prime importance in
my view-made the statement.

The Minister endeavoured to have us
believe he made the statement. He was
emphatic, he repeated; and he kept on re-
peating and implying that this officer had
tendered advice to the Government that
the proposed works would not have a
detrimental effect upon the area. His sec-
ond authority of renown is difficult for me
to ascertain by reading his statement. I
can only infer that it was the then Director
of Fisheries and Fauna, or Mr. Bowen, to
whom he referred as a top fisheries re-
search officer in Western Australia. In
neither of their reports will so much as a
word or a line be found in favour of what
the Government proposed to do. Indeed,
in both reports, those officers outlined the
possible dangers. They pointed out that
there were other interests such as the
commercial fishing industry, the tourist
potential, and the rest of it.

Therefore, what the Minister for Indus-
trial Development told us was completely
and utterly untrue. Fortunately the
member for South Perth rendered the
Parliament a service by calling for the
Papers. As was to be expected, the Minister
for Works sprang to the defence of the
Minister for Industrial Development, but it
became obvious that he was most anxious
to avoid dealing with the subject raised by
the Leader of the Opposition. The Min-
ister for Works took a trip halfway round
the world and talked about economic con-
ditions at a certain time earlier in history,
present economic conditions, and other
matters which had nothing to do with
%,he proposition. The fact of the matter is
that the Minister for Works provided in-
formation to this House which was false;
it was a lie.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The Minister for
Works did nothing of the sort.

Mr. GRAHAM: I correct that statement:
it was the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment. There was no rhyme or reason
whatsoever why the Minister for Indus-
trial Development should say this.

Point of Order
Mr. BOVELL: On a point of order, Mr.

Chairman. I do not think the statement
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
that what was said by the Minister for
Industrial Development was a lie should
go unchallenged. This is unparliamentary
language. I do no know whether I am
in order under the Standing Orders in
raising this objection, but in the interests
of justice I ask that the statement be
withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN: I have turned up
Standing Order 129 dealing with this point,
and I think the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition has overstepped the mark, be-
cause that Standing Order reads-

All imputations. of improper motives,
and all personal reflections on
Members, shall be considered highly
disorderly.

I consider the statement by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was certainly
implying improper motives, and I suggest
that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
does not continue with this line of thought.

Debate (on amendmntn) Resumed
Mr. GRAHAM: Be that as it may, the

position is that I have stated the informa-
tion supplied to the House was false. It
was completely without foundation. There
is not a word or line to show that what
the Minister told us was the truth. There
was nothing that could be misinterpreted.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You are so wrong!
Mr. GRAHAM: There is nothing in the

reports that could be misinterpreted. The
Minister for Industrial Development
intended to put over a bluff. He thought,
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by speaking in his airy-f airy way that there
was not likely to be a challenge of his
statement; that that would be the end of
it. Fortunately, however, the member for
Gascoyne and the member for South Perth
pursued the matter further and it has been
demonstrated-and it could not be any-
thing. else-that, not from our imagination
but from the official departmental files, the
Minister told us something that was com-
pletely and utterly wrong.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is not true.
Is it true or is it not true that this man
was invited by F.A.O. to advise on the
Potential of overseas fisheries?

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know whether
it is or not.

Mr. Ross Hutehinson: It is completely
true.

Mr. GRAHAM: As I have already said,
I am not concerned as to the credentials
of the man. All I am protesting about is
that the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment stood up in his place and assured
this House that on the testimony of two
internationally famous men in the subject
of fisheries, there was no need for concern
and what was proposed would not be detri-
mental to the area. That is completely
wrong, and there were no grounds on which
the Minister could base his conclusions
whether it happened to be on the reports
of two internationally famous men, the
mnan in the moon, or anyone else.

The Minister had no right to tell us
that any authority was in favour of the
proposition, because the files indicate that
the contrary was the case.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Any eff ect on
the fishery would be comparatively small.

Mr. GRAHAM: Again I am not arguing
whether it would have a serious detri-
mental, or a minor detrimental effect.
What I am saying is that the Minister in-
formed this House that two competent
authorities supported the Government in
the action it had taken and the further
action it proposed to take.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Then it would not
be too badly detrimental to the industry,
and it could still function.

Mr. GRAHAM: This again is seeking to
divert the attention of members from the
point in question. The real issue is that
the Minister led us to believe and indeed
stated on more than one occasion, that the
action taken and proposed to be taken
would not be detrimental to the area.

I challenge the Minister for Lands, who
represents the Minister for Mines in this
House, and who has shown some interest
in this matter, to consult the files
that were laid on the Table of
the House. If he so desires he can
refer to those portions of the files that
Were quot6cl in this House by a supporter

of this Government and which appear in
Hansard, and I challenge him to question
what appears in the documents.

I repeat the statement that there is not
one suggestion or one word to indicate that
what the Minister told us was in accord-
ance with fact. Indeed, the truth of the
situation is the . exact opposite. From
where did the Minister gain this impres-
sion?

Either he did not know, or he thought
he could get away with bluff. Certainly
what he told us was not in accordance
with what those two gentlemen said in
their reports. Neither Mr. Bowen, the
top expert in the Department of Fisheries
and Fauna, or the internationally famous
man who was called upon by the F.A.O.
to make certain inquiries, gave his
blessing to whiat the Government pro-
posed. What the Minister told us was
opposite to that.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You know that
the Fisheries Department, through the
Minister, agreed with the setting up of
this industry because it would not detri-
mentally affect the fishing industry that
much. Its effect would be comparatively
minor, and both would be able to function.
You know that!

Mr. Tonkin: I know the Fisheries De-
partment was opposed to it from the in-
ception, and is still opposed to it.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is opposed to
anything that affects the water, or to any
explosions in the area.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Minister for Works
now tells u~s that the Fisheries Department
is opposed to it, was Opposed to it, and was
always expected to be opposed to it. What
right then, has the Minister for Industrial
Development to endeavour to create an
impression in our minds that the depart-
ment was in favour of the project?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It was merely
a generalisation in regard to the fishing
industry.

Mr. GRAHAM: He was more specific in
regard to it, and in exactly the same way,
in regard to this other person of some re-
pute, the Minister endeavoured to have us
believe-indeed, he made us believe-that
he had expressed himself as being favour-
able to, or certainly not Opposed to, the
proposition; and yet a perusal of his report
indicates that he said nothing of the sort.
I do not know exactly what words can be
used to describe the situation. All I know
is that what the Minister told us-and he
kept on repeating it by way of Interjection
-is completely opposite to the true facts
of the situation.

We have a right to expect something
better than that from a minister of the
Crown and therefore the Leader of the
Opposition is entitled-indeed it is his
duty-to take what action lies within his
Power to convey a salutary warning to
that minister or to any other Minister
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who might feel similarly disposed to mis-
lead the House, as was done by the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I cannot go along with
an amendment like this, because I do not
believe one swallow makes a. summer. I do
not feel that because of a statement made
by a Minister on one occasion we should
accept an amendment such as the one be-
fore us. I do, however, agree with most
of what the members of the Opposition
have said on this issue.

I listened to the Minister for Works,
who was a former Minister for Fisheries,
say that the Department of Fisheries and
Fauna agreed with this proposition. I can-
not for the life of me understand how he
could make a statement like that.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson, I did not say
that.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am sorry, but the
Minister said precisely that. If the Minis-
ter wants to dispute the issue it can be
proved by sending for the Hansard report.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I said the Depart-
ment of Fisheries and Fauna through the
Minister agreed with it.

Mr. ORAYDEN: I am sorry but the
Minister made the statement to which I
referred earlier.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You just keep to
the truth.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The truth can be estab-
lished very simply by asking the Chairman
of Committees to send for the Hansard
report. The Minister said the Department
of Fisheries and Fauna agreed this was a
reasonable proposition, but had he taken
the opportunity to look at the recommen-
dation of the department he would have
seen it did not agree with anything of the
kind.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is the ex-
pert's opinion.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I have here a photo-
stat copy of the statements made and of
the papers tabled. The Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Fisheries and Fauna
said these were the only papers in the
Department of Fisheries and Fauna at the
time the submission was made.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: God defend me
from a friend!

Mr. GRAYDEN: The following state-
ment was made by Mr. B. XC. Bowen, Senior
Research Officer-he is now Director-of
the Department of Fisheries and Fauna:-

The areas required by Shark Bay
Salt Pty. Ltd. are most certainly
occupied by small fish of commercial
importance at the present time. Last
year Research officers Slack-Smith
and Lenanton carried out a brief study
of Useless Inlet area, especially that
part which Shark Bay Salt Pty. Ltd.
now requires for the production of
salt. The study showed that the area

is important for small whiting, snap-
per, yellow-fin bream and mullet. It
is not possible to say exactly what
part this Inlet plays in the mainten-
ance of the Shark Bay fishery. How-
ever, there is little doubt that the
shallow water areas of Shark Bay are
of major importance as a habitat for
small fish and as these habitats are
destroyed the fishery will gradually
decline.

The Minister is not listening, but he did
make the statement that the advisers to
the Minister for Fisheries and Fauna had
said that the closure of these loops would
be of no consequence to the fisheries in
Shark Bay. The last few lines of the re-
Port state-

However, there is little doubt that
the shallow water areas of Shark Bay
are of major importance as a habitat
for small fish and as these habitats
are destroyed the fishery will gradu-
ally decline.

His report then continues-
In Shark Bay there is approximately

30 fishermen dependent upon the Bay
for a livelihood. The annual value of
the fishery is approximately $120,000.
Shark Bay is also a tourist centre with
fishing as a main attraction. In
future years the value of tourism, with
fishing playing an important part
may be far greater than the value of
commercial fishing.

Mr. Bowen also said in his report, "Snap-
per also support a fishery outside Shark
Bay." We are not only talking about the
fishery inside Shark Bay. Snapper also
support a fishery outside Shark Bay. Mr.
Bowen then goes on to say-

During June, July and August Fre-
mantle fishermen work the snapper
Patches and catch up to 1.5 million
pounds per Year worth approximately
$150,000. Recruitment to this fishery
is also Probably dependent upon the
Shark Bay nursery areas.

This is the significant point and it belies
the statement made by the Minister for
Works that the closing of the loops would
not be seriously detrimental to the fishing
industry at Shark Bay. That was the first
statement made by the senior research
officer at the time.

The Minister was pinning his faith to
the second statement of the board Iwhich
is on this file. It is a statement by the
director at that time (Mr. Fraser). Mr.
Fraser was an administrator and not a
fisheries expert. It is significant that he
received a report from his senior research
officer on the 18th November, 1968, and
two days later-on the 20th November-
he submitted his report to the Minister for
Fisheries and Fauna and this was subse-
quently passed on to the Minister for In-
dustrial Development.
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This report was to the eff ect that Mr.
Dodd of Shark Bay Salt Pty. Ltd called
to see him the previous afternoon. Mr.
Dodd pointed out what the salt industry
was wvorth. There was nobody to
question the figures given by Mr. Dodd;
that did not enter into it, So here we
have a representative from the salt in-
dustry seeing the Director of Fisheries and
Fauna obviously by appointment. Who
arranged the appointment? Was it the De-
partment of Industrial Development?

At all events the Director of Fisheries
and Fauna received the caller, who was
a representative of Shark Bay Salt Pty.
Ltd. He mentioned what the Shark Bay
salt industry would be worth and con-
trasted this with what the fishing industry
was worth, nothwithstanding the fact that
the fishing industry supported-.about 30
families In the township of Denham-they
were dependent on the fishing industry for
their livelihood.

The statements made by this repre-
sentative of Shark Bay Salt Pty. Ltd. were
apparently accepted. Mr. Fraser's report
states--

He said he expected that if the
company's application for the Useless
Inlet area be granted, the production
of salt would rise to some 500,000 tons
annually. Later, if the Cararang area
could be secured, production could
possibly be doubled. In that case a
chemical industry based on the bit-
terns could operate economically. This
could employ a great number of
people. The Useless Inlet plus Useless
Loop Project would have a work force
-largely Denham people, he hoped-
of 30 or 40.

Then he talks about the price.
The Director of Fisheries and Fauna

Passes no comment on this at all. He does
not question the figures which have been
supplied to him by Shark Bay Salt PLY.
Ltd. He is duty bound to submit this to
the Minister. In turn this would be sub-
mitted to the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment. He passes no comment on the
information that has been given to him;
he merely forwards it on with this nota-
tion-

Submitted for your information.
This is a pretty good indication of what
he thought about that sort of advice. The
minute then goes on to state-

The only suggestion I can make at
this stage is that it be a condition of
any lease that if the areas are aban-
doned dams constructed to seal them
oif be removed or, alternatively, a
reasonably wide opening be bulldozed
through them. This would to some
extent enable the waters concerned
to resume their normal function as
nursery areas for young fishes.

This is the infornmation whbich the Minister
for Works now says was relied upon, on
the advice of the Fisheries and Fauna De-
partment. This is the only statement on
the file which could have given the Gov-
erniment any sorb of encouragement at all.
That statement should certainly not be
considered in that light.

Here we have a situation where an ap-
pointment has been arranged for the
Director of Fisheries and Fauna, and he
has to meet representatives from Shark
B3ay Salt Pty. Ltd. He goes to the meet-
ing, and is presented with certain figures.
How accurate are the figures? This is the
information on which the decision was
based. In actual fact the figures were so
inaccurate that the Adelaide Steamship
Company has now pulled out of the whole
venture.

Recently we saw in The West Austra--
han, under the heading of "Salt project
has loss of $800,000." the following:-

The Adelaide Steamship Co. Ltd.
los" more than $800,000 on its salt
operations at Shark Bay, W.A., in the
year to June 30.

This was not a loss of $800,000 over the
six years it has been operating; but it is
a loss of $800,000 for the year to the 30th
June, 1969. If we take the figures which
one individual presented to the Director of
Fisheries and Fauna and contrast them
with the figures which are obtainable from
the industry established in Shark Bay, we
will find that a rather silly situation exists;
Yet the Minister is maintaining at this
stage that was what we should do, even
though the figures have been completely
and utterly discredited.

What I have referred to is only the
second minute on the file which was avail-
able to the Minister. There is another
minute from one of the inspectors in that
area-this minute is dated the 21st Feb-
ruary, 1967-in which he warns of the
dangers. Then follows a further minute,
dated the 27th February, 1967, in which
the inspector at Shark Bay also warns of
the danger of closing these inlets. That
is all we can find in the file. Under the
circumstances how can the Minister for
Works tell us that the Fisheries and Fauna
Department agreed to these proposals? It
did not.

That statement is in line with the
original statement made by the Minister
for Industrial Development, and it is com-
pletely incorrect. That is what concerns
me. The Minister for Industrial -Develop-
ment had this to say-

Therefore it was given the right to
undertake these studies subject to very
strict conditions, and on the best ad-
vice the Minister for Mines and the
Minister for Fisheries and Fauna could
obtain. Just in case there is any mis-
understanding about this, or any sug-
gestion that this is detrimental to the
fishing industry, I hasten to say that
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the man who advised the Government
is an expert on whiting and his ser-
vices have been sought by F.A.O. to
advise it on the development of fish-
eries and their conservation in other
countries.

This man is no amateur weekend
fisherman and is not an ordinary ad-
ministrative officer within the depart-
ment: he is a man with a world-wide
reputation. It was he who drafted the
conditions which are attached to the
temporary reserve.

The CHAIRMAN: That has already been
quoted twice before. The honourable mem-
ber's time has expired.

Air. FLETCHER: I feel strongly enough
about this issue to express concern also ,and I am prepared to go to the extent of
agreeing to the reduction of the vote by
$1. Some members present tonight may
ask: What has this to do with the mem-
ber for Fremantle? It has a great deal to
do with me, as I shall presently demon-
stra te.

At the time I had something to say, and
this appears on page 1387 in Hansard of
this year-

I accept the contention of the mem-
ber for South Perth. What I want to
indicate is that an expert may be an
expert only in his own country or
his owvn locality. To get back to this
issue, it is a case of priority: either we
have salt or we have fish.

That was the basis of my contention at
the time. I went on to speak about the
despoliation of the fishing industry in and
around Cockburn Sound. To get back to
the Shark Bay area I had this to say-

The small fish and small prawns
born in the shallow waters have the
habit of going out to sea when they
become adult fish or adult prawns;
and they return to spawn, to repeat
the cycle again and again as they have
done over the centuries.

Yet we, the members of the human
population, will isolate this breeding
area; and what for? For the purpose
of obtaining salt!

I went on at some' considerable length in
the same vein.

Mr. Dunn: I take your word for it.
Mr. FLETCHER: I am glad the honour-

able member takes my word for it. Han-
sard did take my words and reported me
accurately. I draw the attention of both
sides of the Chamber to this: Before the
Minister for Industrial Development left
this State he expressed his appreciation
to the House for accepting a particular
Bill. We all thought that he did this in
good faith, and I accepted his expression
of appreciation in good faith. However , we
found, subsequently, that it Was done for
a purpose: to hasten the Issue, and to
make sure the Issue was cardied before he

left the State. Since you, Mr. Chairman,
and since the Minister and other members
take exception to the use of the word
"lie" I will say that the Minister for
Industrial Development extended or
had a poor regard for the truth in a
manner that was not suggested, but actu-
ally Proven in this House-not only tonight
but on a previous occasion.

The reason I am concerned is that with
the depletion of the fishing catch in this
locality, the Fremantle district is affected,
and the economy of the State is affected.
To the extent that the breeding grounds
and the catch are diminished, so will the
economy of the State and Fremantle
fishermen be effected. It might be known
to members that when the crayfishing
season is over the Fremantle fishermen
either go prawning or fishing in the
Shark Bay area. They bring back
thousands of pounds of prawns and
snapper, in particular, as well as other fish.

Members here have taken advantage of
the situation by going to the Barrack
Street jetty to buy cheap snapper from
these boats, which bring it down for this
purpose. They also sell it at Fremantle
to augment their income during the off
season. These snapper come from that
locality. The small fish and prawns are
bred in the area concerned.

It was pointed out earlier that there was
a choice between salt and fish, because we
obviously cannot have both. As I indi-
cated, there is a superabundance of salt
being taken from this coast, so why, for
the Purpose of obtaining salt, destroy one
Industry which brings in so much finance?

I regret the member for South Perth
stole some of my thunder when he quoted
from the paper of the 7th November. The
article reads-

Shark Bay Gypsum, which is owned
821 per cent, by the Perth firm of
Garrick Agnew Pty. Ltd., will take
over the Adelaide Steamship Com-
pany's salt operations at Shark Bay on
December 1.

I will not Quote the losses, but further
on in the article, Sir Richard Hawker, who
is chairman, presumably of the Adelaide
Steamship Company Ltd., referred to the
losses, but he also said-

At the same time we negotiated the
terms of an agreement with the W.A.
joint venture, Shark Bay Gypsum.
which held reserves over gypsum de-
posits adjoining the salt field.

I need not read any more than that. The
article clearly demonstrates that the Min-
ister at the time was trying to bring about
this situation to help the gentleman men-
tioned and the takeover concerned.

I have said before that events cast their
shadows. They certainly did on that
occasion when the Minister took advan-
tage of us by thanking us for giving him
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the opportunity to introduce the Bill prior
to his departure. He knew that after his
departure there would be headlines like
that which appeared in today's paper. I
will not read all the article, hut portion
of it is as follows:-

Too many fishermen and not
enough co-operation

The cards are stacked heavily
against the men who are trying to
make a living from catching fish.

For many of the 1,000 or so pro-
fessional fishermen in the Industry
the story in recent years has been
one of steadily dwindling incomes.

Further on the article states that 1,000
fishermen earn only $1,000 a year. The
article gives other- pertinent figures. These
people catch scale fish as distinct from
crayfish, and are the small fishermen. As
the headline in today's The West
Australian indicates, there are too many
fishermen and there is pot enough co-
operation. We certainly did not receive
co-operation from the Minister when he
gave away a breeding ground of an indus-
try of vital importance to Western Aus-
tralia and its economy. This action has
had a detrimental eff ect on the people I
represent, and, as a consequence, I have
pleasure in supporting the motion moved
by our leader to reduce the Minister's
vote by $1.

Mr. GRAYDEN There are a couple of
things 1 would like to say and I take this
opportunity to do so. one of the state-
ments made by the Minister was in respect
of a- Mr. Lenanton. The Minister re-
peatedly stated that here was a man of
world-wide reputation as far as the fishing
industry was concerned, and, by inference,
one could believe that this individual had
made certain recommendations to the
Government which were favourable to the
closure of these loops.

I want to know where the Minister ob-
tained that information. He went a bit
further later on and, when I suggested he
had not read information which was on
the file, disputed this fact. However, I
had clear proof of the fact that he had
not read the file because if he had he
would have realised that Mr. Lenanton
had made certain recommendations, and
they certainly did not go along with the
views implied by the Minister.

I am going to read portion of a state-
ment he made concerning the Shark Bay
fishery, and I am going much further than
to say that this Is the only statement he
made In respect of the closure of inlets.
I am going to read what Mr. Lenanton
said, and he is the individual quoted by
the Minister-the man he says advised the
Government. Just listen to it. This is
what he said-

Presumably as a result of the
influx of Mandurab fishermen, the
catc/effort fell to a reasonably stable

level from 1958-1963. It is suspected
that the fall to a lower level from
1964-1967 Is a result of the Salt Works
closing off valuable nursery areas in
early 1963. Another substantial nurs-
ery area was closed off in August 1967.
This may further deplete the fishable
stock.

This is the only statement Mr. Lenanton
made in respect of the Shark Bay fishery
-the only one-and yet the Minister
maintains that here we had an individual
who had a world-wide reputation. I can-
not see why anyone In this House would
dispute the fact that he has a world-
wide reputation. He is an individual of
some consequence in the fishing world.
All I am saying is that the Minister says
he has a world-wide reputation, but that
does niot mean a thing because he did not
recommend the closing of the loops.

The only statement he made is the one
I have just read, and the silliest part of
the whole thins is that he did not make
that statement until several months after
the decision had been made to close the
loops-several months after this. Then it
was included in a report submitted by a
fishery advisory committee, and that did
not reach the Minister until some time
later.

So, when the Minister maintains that he
has read everything on the file, I dispute
this, because it is quite obvious he has
not, and this is what I am objecting to;
that is, that Ministers get up on a serious
matter and say something when there is
not a vestige of truth in it. I appreciate
that the Ministers are overworked, and I
am not holding this against them. They
can be misinformed. However, scenic
places and our natural resources are of
tremendous consequence and I do not think
they should be dealt with lightly. This is
an instance where they have been dealt
with extremely lightly.

We are talking about an inlet at Shark
Bay, an inlet which is 10 miles long and
flanked on two sides by high ranges. It
is an invaluable nursery for young fish. It
is possibly the most attractive spot in
Shark Bay, and from the tourist point of
view is of tremendous consequence.

What I am objecting to, and so should
every other member and every individual
In this State, is that in 1969 we can think
in terms of allowing a salt company-
which has been in economic difficulties
for many years now, and even at the time
under discussion, it was pretty obvious this
was the situation-to put a bar across that
inlet, and evaporate the water in it.

I object because we have done it so
lightly. Not a single Minister went to
look at the area. That is the important
point, and not one member of Parliament.
save the member for the district, in-
spected the area. When he inspected it
he was horrified; and when I lookcd at it
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inadvertently, I was horrified. it appals
me to think that we can close such an
area. I can give members the exact
dimensions because I have them here.
Brown Inlet covers an area of 1D,000
acres, or approximately 15 square miles of
important water.

In addition, there is another inlet close
by covering 8,000 acres. I refer to the
Depuch Inlet, That is approximately 12
square miles of important water. Inlets
and areas of natural beauty in Western
Australia are few and far between. I
can recall travelling through Victoria and
thinking what a wonderful State it was.
I can recall also travelling through New
South Wales and Queensland, and being
equally surprised. On returning to Western
Australia I thought that notwithstanding
the fact that we were not richly endowed
with natural beauty spots in comparison
with the other States, at least we have a
healthy outlook on life, and other ad-
vantages.

My argument is that we should preserve
what beauty spots we have because they
are few and far between. We should pre-
serve them to the maximum. At Shark
Bay we have an illustration of where we
are not preserving what we have, so I take
this opportunity to speak on the censure
motion. I will not support the motion
because-and I emphasise this points-one
swallow does not make a summer.

There is no doubt that incorrect state-
ments have been made by those responsible
for this particular area. I hope, even at
this stage, that those responsible will do
something to rectify the position, because
ample can be done. Under the provisions
of the Mining Act the Minister can can-
cel a temporary reserve at the drop of a
hat, and whenever he pleases. That is the
reason temporary reserves are granted so
freely; they can be cancelled the next day.

In view of the fact that Shark Bay Salt
finds itself in its present position there is
reason to cancel the reserve until, at least,
the position with respect to that company
is stabilised. The reserve should be can-
celled until such time as sufficient research
is carried out on the inlets to ascertain
whether, in fact, the closure will be to-the
detriment of the fishing industry.

Let us take that action, and let me re-
mind members that Brown Inlet, the area,
,we are discussing, is infinitely bigger than
the whole of the Swan Estuary from the
F-rmantic traffic bridge to the Causeway.
The Swan Estuary covers only some 7.000-
odd acres while the area to be closed at
Shark Bay covers 10.000-odd acres. That
area, will be closed without a Minister even
going to look at it. I know the Premier
would not have a bar of the closure if he
was not so busy and did not have to leave
the matter to someone else.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The honour-
able member's time has expired.

Mr. DAVIES: I do not intend to delay
this debate by reiterating what has already
been said in regard to the information
given to the House by the Minister in
connection with the project under discus-
sion. However, I want to commnent on the
remark of the Minister for Works when he
said the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment was always perfectly frank with this
House. AS one would expect, the Minister
defended his colleague but only by saying
the Minister for Industrial Development
was always frank and never misled.

On the 13th August, last year, it was
necessary for this Opposition to move an
amendment expressing concern at the in-
correct information being given by Govern-
ment Ministers. One of the Ministers
named in that debate was the Minister for
Industrial Development. I wvant to repeat
the remarks I expressed earlier today that
some of the answers to questions are so
vague they necessitate further questions
in an attempt to get the information one
desires.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I cannot
allow general debate on these lines. We
are debating the estimates for the Depart-
ment of Industrial Development.

Mr. DAVIES: I repeat: regarding the
Department of industrial Development I
have a number of questions on my file but
I will not weary the House with them at
the moment. However, the questions have
involved further questions in an effort to
get the information I was seeking.

I draw attention to the fact that the
member for Gascoyne asked a series of
questions before he could finld out the
name of the supposed expert on fishing.
This questioning gets tiresome, to say the
least, and for the Minister for Works to
get up and say that the Minister for
Industrial Develomnent is always perfectly
frank is humbug. Records show this is
not so. I have taken this opportunity to
remind members of what I said during
the last session, and I support the motion
moved at this time.

Amendment (to reduce item) put and
a division taken with the following
result-

Ayes-l19
Mr. Bertram
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Burke
Mr. H. D. Evans
Mr. T. D. Evans
Mr. Pletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Harmzan
Mr. Jamileson

Mr. Bovell
Sir David Brand
Mr. Cash
Mr. Craig
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayter
Mr. Grayden
Dr. Henn
Air. Hutchinson
Mr. Kitney
Mr. Lewis

Mr. Jones
Mr. Lapham
Mr. Mclver
Mr. Norton
Mr. Seweli
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tronkin
Mrt. Daries

(Teller)
Noes-fl

Mr. McPharlin
Mr. Mensaros
Mr. Mitchell
Air. Naider
Mr. O'Coninor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Ridge
Mr. Rushton
Mr. Stewart
Mr. Willis
Mr. 1. WV. Manning

(Teller)
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pars
Ayes Noes

Mr. Hall Mr. Burt
Mr. May Air. Court
Mr. Moir Mr. Ruociman
Mr. Bateman Mr. Young

Amendment (to reduce item) thus
negatived.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: North-West, $155,000-put and

passed.
Part 5: Minister for Education and

Native Welfare-

MR. LEWIS (Moore-Minister for Edu-
cation) f.9.11 p.m.): Before I go into some
of the detail of the expenditure proposed
by my department, I want to refer to a
speech made by the Leader of the Oppos-
ition in this Chamber on the 14th October
when he had something fairly caustic to
say about my administration as Minister
for Education, with particular reference to
the Dowerin and Goomalling schools. After
the Leader of the Opposition had warmed
to his speech he referred to a letter which
I had written to the Shire of Do'wertn.
This part of his speech was inspired by a
deputation he had received from the Shire
of Dowerin at which a copy of my letter
was made available to him and, of course,
he quoted it in full. So avidly did the
Leader of the Opposition approach this
apparently very juicy political bait that he
gobbled it up, hook, line, and sinker.

He referred to a promise that I had
given to the Dowerin school; namely, that
it would be upgraded as from the 1st Janu-
ary, 1970, to a junior high school, class II.
Further, he mentioned that in the same
letter I had said that the additional facili-
ties could not be provided for the time
being and the existing arrangements would
therefore continue until such time as funds
were available to provide these facilities at
Dowerin.

In the letter I had offered as the reason
that, because of the budgetary position.
there was no possibility of providing the
manual art facilities. The Leader of the
opposition endeavoured to ridicule the
letter, because he said that these schools
are not built out of funds from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund and therefore any
deficit would have no effect at all on the
capital expenditure of the department. The
Leader of the Opposition was associated
with a Government for quite a long time
as Deputy Premier and, since then, he has
been Leader of the Opposition. Conse-
quently he must know that any deficit in
the Consolidated Revenue Fund has to be
balanced up somewhere else.

Mr. Nalder: It is a long time ago.
Mr. LEWIS: We simply cannot rule a

line across and say, "We have had a bad
year and this is bad luck. We still start
again from scratch next year and hope
for something better." It has to be funded
In some way and if it cannot be funded

out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund or
by some other means then it must be
funded out of loan funds.

Therefore, any deficit-and particularly
the one to which I ref erred, which is
accentuated by drought conditions--would
have a very direct effect on the amount
of loan funds that could subsequently be
spent on capital works. Consequently the
letter was not so ridiculous after all. The
Leader of the Opposition went on to say-

In sending a letter like this and
giving such an excuse the Minister is
trying to make fools out of people.

I suggest the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition was trying to make fools of
members of this Chamber, because what I
have said are the facts of the situation.

Mr. Grahamr: The Minister said "Deputy
Leader of the Opposition." Who is he
talking about?

Mr. LEWIS: I am sorry if I referred to
the Deputy Leader of the opposition; I
meant the Lead er of the Opposition.

Mr. Jamieson: The Minister should get
his facts right.

Mr. LEWIS: The Leader of the Oppos-
ition went on to say -

What is necessary to make Dowerin
a grade 2 high school? One does not
make a school a high school simply
by changing its name; one has to do
something. Higher grade teachers
must be posted to the school and
additional teaching facilities have to
be provided-facilities for typewriting,
for example, and other manual arts.
The Minister has said that these can-
not be provided, but that he intends
to upgrade the school. That is no
more than an empty gesture.

This statement caused me to undertake
somec research, but before I deal with that,
let me remind members of the regulation
governing the upgrading of primary
schools to junior high schools. I refer to
regulation 165(1) of the regulations under
the Education Act, which reads--

A class I or class II primary school
which has an average daily attendance
of over 150 pupils and which has an
average attendance of over 25 pupils
in the first, second, and third years
of secondary courses may be declared
a junior high school if the Director-
General thinks fit.

I read further into the Leader of the
Opposition's speech and I find that he
implied he had not done things like this
when he, as Minister for Education, up-
graded a school. He stated that he saw
that the facilities were provided to make
the upgrading meaningful.

I turn to the Parliamentary Handbook
and I find the Leader of the Opposition
was Minister for Education for two terms.
The first term was from the 9th December.
1943, to the 1st April, 1947. That term is
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of no consequence at all as I will explain
in a moment or two. The second term was
from the 23rd February, 1953, to the 13th
May, 1954. I would like the Committee
to note those dates.

I then undertook some research on the
upgrading of junior high schools and I
find there are 40 junior high schools in
this State. The first one, which happened
to be in York, was upgraded in 1952, As
I have just stated; the Leader of the
Opposition became Minister for Education
on the 23rd February, 1953, and subse-
quently he did not upgrade the York
school. In fact, facilities were not pro-
vided at York until 1964.

The Denmark school and the Norsemnan
school were upgraded in 1953 and there
was a total of 15 junior high schools at
that time. One was upgraded before the
Present Leader of the Opposition was
Minister for Education and the other 14
were upgraded during that time. Further,
of a total of 15 junior high schools
only two were given facilities before the
Leader of the Opposition ceased to be
Minister for Education. So much for the
hollow mockery of a statement that
the upgrading of junior high schools is
meaningless unless all the facilities are
provided.

I well understand why the Leader of
the Opposition, as Minister for Education,
could not provide those facilities. There
are very good reasons for it and the same
reasons have applied when successive Min-
isters for Education have not been able
to provide the facilities at the same time
as the schools were upgraded.

Indeed, of the 40 junior high schools, 36
of them-which is 90 per cent-had to
wait from one year to 13 years before they
were provided with full manual arts
facilities.

The Leader of the Opposition then went
on to say that Dowerin had been promised
upgrading for three years. This state-
ment would have left members with the
impression that Dowerin was entitled to
be upgraded three years ago and that it
had not been upgraded. In point of fact.
Dowerin school is not yet entitled to be
upgraded, because the regulation says
that there must be at least 25 students
in the first, second, and third years. It
states quite clearly that there must be a
minimum average attendance of 25 pupils
over the three years before the school
qualifies for upgrading. So far as flowerin
is concerned, the third year will not be up
until the end of 1969.

However, assuming that the enrolment
of the school would not suddenly decrease
between the date of my writing that letter
to flowerin and the end of the year, I ad-
vised them that provided the numbers did
not fall off, the school would be upgraded
as from the 1st January, 1970. That is

strictly in accordance with the regulations.
The Leader of the Opposition went on to
say, 'Comparing this with Goomalling-
and, Mr. Speaker, you will appreciate that
Qoomalling is in the electorate of the
Minister for Education-" When he was
challenged as to what he meant by that,
he said. "I am only making a statement."

I want to tell the House that Goomalling
has not been upgraded, and will not be
upgraded, if I have anything to do with
it, until it has complied with the regula-
tion in the same way as Dowerin. The
same applies to any other primary school.
It has to qualify before it can be up-
graded. Goomnalling is now in the first
year of its course towards qualifying to
become a junior high school. Next year it
will have 40 secondary students, and I ex-
pect it will have more in the third year.
If this increase continues, Goomalling will
qualify for upgrading to a junior high
school on the 1st January, 1972, two years
later than Dowerin.

So much for the implication that I am
favouring Goomalling as against flowerin.
I acknowledge quite readily that it is the
right, and indeed the duty, of the Leader
of the Opposition to criticise the adminis-
tration of any Government department.
I can tell the Leader of the Opposition
that he may, perhaps, find instances of
bad judgment, or something like that on
my part, but if he is looking for some im-
proper motive on my part, he will get
sore eyes in the process, and he will not
succeed. So, to use an American expres-
sion, the Leader of the Opposition has
been given a bum steer, and has fallen for
it.

Mr. Rushton: Hear, hear!
Mr. LEWIS: I will now proceed to deal

with the Education Department Estimates
for the year 1969-70. This year $55,409,000
has been allocated from the revenue fund
for expenditure by the Education Depart-
ment. This is an increase of $8,907,748
over last year's actual expenditure, a per-
centage increase of 19.3 per cent. Both
in hard cash and percentagewise this is
the greatest annual increase in the his-
tory of the department. The additional
funds are required to provide for the
expanding school Population as well as to
support the new innovations which have
been introduced or are being introduced
by the department.

The total Primary and secondary school
population is still expanding rapidly. In
1952 it was 129.500. By 1988 it had risen
to 161,500, and it is expected that the
1969 August census enrolments will be in
excess of 109,000. The greatest increase
in the rate of enrolment occurs at present
in the secondary division. The number of
Pupils in secondary classes has grown by
116 per cent. in the last 10 years.

This increase stems from overseas and
interstate migration, the raising of the
school-leaving age, a larger number of
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children in each age group each year, and
the improved economic conditions which
allow parents to keep pupils at school
beyond the compulsory school age. The
latter is largely responsible for an in-
crease of 172 per cent, in upper secondary
classes over the last decade.

In 1959 the fourth-year population
totalled 1,241; in 1963, it was 2,112; and
last year it was 3,399. The fifth years in
1959 totalled 876; in 1963 the figure was
1,463; and last year, it was 2,362. As a
result of the increased enrolments many
more teachers are required by the depart-
ment. To cope with this demand the new
secondary teachers' college has continued
to absorb more students. In addition, a
new teachers' college will open at Mt.
Lawley next year, and will offer a three-
Year course of training for teachers in-
tending to join the primary division.

The anticipated enrolment at the new
college in 1970 is 250. In 1969 a total of
1,078 students commenced training in
teachers' colleges, and it is anticipated that
approximately 1,200 will enter training in
1970.

A feature of the pattern of teacher
education in recent years has been the
increasing number of students undertaking
courses of training of three years or more.
In 1969 approximately 42 Per cent, of the
intake of trainee teachers commenced
courses involving three or more years of
training for secondary teaching, and
another 23 per cent. began the three-year
course of training for primary teaching.

In December of last year 724 trainee
teachers graduated. An additional 30
students had graduated from a special
course in July. This meant that the num-
ber of teachers graduating in 1968 was 84
more than in 1967. This year 695 are ex-
pected to graduate. This figure is slightly
less than last year, the drop being brought
about by more students electing to go on
for three and four years of training.

The department's policy in reducing class
sizes is still being implemented. For
example, in 1963, 50.3 per cent, of Primary
school classes had enrolments in excess of
40 children per class; by 1969 this figure
had been reduced to 28.2 per cent. The
trend over the past six years is outlined in
the remarks I will now make.

In Primary schools in 1963 there were
1.5 per cent. of classes with over 50; by
1968 this had been reduced to nil. In 1963
there were 50.3 per cent. of classes with
over 40; by 1968 this had been reduced to
33.8 per cent.; and in February of this
year it had been reduced to 28.2 per cent.

Thus in February of this year 71.'8 per
cent. of primary classes had 40 or less.

With regard to secondary classes, in 1963,
25.8 per cent. were over 40; in 1968, this
figure had been reduced to 4.7 Per cent.;
and this year it was reduced to 2.6 Per cent.

There has been a steadily increasing
demand for technical education over the
past few years. In 1963 the total enrol-
ment in the technical education division
was 45,600. By 1968 this figure stood at
64,000, despite the fact that some 4,000
students enrolled with the W.A. Institute
of Technology would possibly have enrolled
with the technical education division if
the institute had niot been created. The
actual enrolment represents an increase
of 40 per cent. over the period.

Ten years ago there were 4,530 appren-
tices in the various classes arranged by the
technical education division for specific
trades. Today there arc over 9,000 ap-
prentices in these classes.

To cater for the f uture demands of the
community, specialist staff, in consultation
wvith industry, have designed certificate and
diploma courses in. accounting, computer
studies, food services, and fashion. These
courses began in? 1969.

A course to cater for the needs of those
who desire to become nurses after leaving
secondary school at the end of their third
year and who do not have the required
educational background also began in 1969.

During the past nine years there has
been a steady increase in the use of clerical
assistants in schools within the Primary
and secondary divisions.

I do not want to bother the House by
reading all of the information I have here,
and I think most members will agree with
me on that.

Mr. Jamieson: Is the Premier so good?
Mr. LEWIS: I did not catch what the

honourable member said. In 1959 when
the programme was originally conceived,
large high schools were given one full-time
clerical assistant and other high schools
from one-fifth to four-fifths, depending
on needs. In the primary division the al-
location ranged- from two-fifths to hailf
time, depending upon the particular situa-
tion.

In 1959, 27 high schools and agricultural
junior high schools and three primary
schools had the services of clerical assist-
ants. Far more generous conditions now
obtain. In 1967 registrars were appointed
to senior high schools in the State. In
addition to the then existing clerical staff
in 1969 further increases were made in
the allocation of clerical personnel to
schools. In 1961 the number of persons
employed were equivalent, on a full-time
basis, to 47.2 persons. Today this figure
has risen to 144.9 Persons.

In recent Years a great deal of attention
has been given to the revision of cur-
riculums and the Production of new syl-
labuses. These syllabuses take time to
work through the school since most are
sequential and work in the upper grades
must be built on work done in the lower
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grades. Mathematics, science, handwrit-
ing, and creative writing are all at this
stage at Present.

Unit progress is an experiment which
has been conducted in 16 schools in co-
operation with the curriculum branch. It
is an attempt to cater for individual dif-
ferences in skill subjects. Under this
scheme all children in a grade are not
restricted to the work set down for that
grade. Some children, with average ability,
are allowed to progress to the work set
down for the next grade while other chil-
dren are able to take more than a year
to complete a grade. Allowance is made
for the fact that ability in one skill area,
such as reading, may not be the same as
in another skill area such as mathematics.

Individual schools which have been en-
gaged in the project are encouraged to
modify the programme in the light of the
experience they have had. Another 16
schools are to commence work on this
scheme in 1970.

An area which receives particular at-
tention from the Education Department is
that of guidance and special education.
Children who received service from the
guidance branch in 1968 numbered almost
32,000. Almost half of these received voca-
tional guidance and slightly less educa-
tional guidance.

A trend also worth mentioning is the
increasing emphasis being placed on the
early identification of children with speci-
fic learning disability.

Modifications to the Cotteslee Junior
Primary School for the deaf have been
completed and the classrooms are now well
furnished and equipped for auditory train-
ing.

Considerable development has taken
place in the field of agricultural education.
The four agricultural schools at Narrogin,
Cunderdin, Denmark, and Harvey have
consolidated and extended their farming
activities. The upgrading of Harvey from
a junior high school to full high school
status in 1962 has been followed by ex-
tensions to accommodate more agricultural
students.

Facilities such as shearing sheds. dairy
sheds, farm workshops, and specialised
buildings for animal husbandry have been
incorporated in all agricultural schools
where appropriate. Some 268 students re-
side in the four agricultural schools. At
this point may I say how very pleased I
am at the efforts of the students who were
responsible for the erection of these build-
ings and sheds which was carried out
under supervision and direction.

Mr. Davies: The Minister for Agricul-
ture was going to arrange a visit by mem-
bers to Muresk, but this did not eventuate.

Mr. LEWIS: The Muresk Agricultural
College does not come within my portfolio.
It is now within the ambit of the Institute
of Technology.

Mr. Davies: I thought that was within
your portfolio.

Mr. LEWIS: The board of this institu-
tion is an autonomous body, but if mem-
bers are interested in visiting Muresk I
am sure the board will be happy to ar-
range such a visit.

A recent development has been the
establishment of three special native agri-
cultural schools at Mogumber, Onowan-
gerup, and Tardun.

In response to a recommendation of the
Tertiary Education Committee, an advisory
committee on agricultural education has
been established under the chairmanship
of Professor Stern of the University of
Western Australia. The committee will ad-
vise the Government of the nature, con-
tent, standard and interrelation of courses
in agricultural education at all levels.

The need for a vigorous policy of in-
service education of teachers has been
widely recognised as a result of the vast
changes occurring in education and has
become a significant feature of the de-
Partmnent's activities in recent Years.

Education, lie other professional dis-
ciplines, is in the throes of constant
change. Teachers, whose preservice train-
ing is many years behind, could easily
find themselves unaware of the new de-
velopments if some positive steps to up-
date their knowledge were not taken.

The purpose of in-service education is
to keep teachers in metropolitan and
country areas informed of new develop-
ments in curriculum and method, and to
assist teachers moving into promotional
positions.

With the advent of the Achievement
Certificate it has been necessary to ar-
range many courses for all teaching levels
in the secondary education division.

For teachers in the primary education
division an extensive programme is being
Pursued in connection with the adminis-
trative and professional problems associ-
ated with the development of the new
cluster-type primary schools.

Expansion and development of new ser-
vices to meet the needs of a growing num-
ber of school libraries with new educa-
tional demands are continuing.

Finally, I would like to refer to the
library services provided in schools. The
library services branch will process in
excess of 100,000 books this year. All
books that are catalogued by the library
services branch are also processed so that
schools may issue the books as soon as
they receive them.

Because of the pressure of other legis-
lation at this time of the session I regret
there is not sufficient time for me to
acquaint the Committee fully with the
changes and improvements that are con-
stantly occurring in the education system
of Western Australia. Despite the great
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improvements that are being made Iand
must continue to be made, and wvill be
made, given the resources, we have much
to be proud of in the standard of educa-
tion our children are receiving.

MR. H. D. EVANS (Warren) [ 9.36 p.m.]:
I1 take the opportunity which the debate
on part 5 of the Estimates affords me to
draw the attention of the Minister to the
situation which exists in two schools in
the area I represent. This situation has
been confirmed by the answers given to
questions which I asked recently in this
House.

The first situation to which I refer exists
at the Manjimup Primary School. It is
one that can only be described as gross
overcrowding and it will need considerable
expenditure to rectify the situation:
expenditure that has not been shown in
the Estimates even though the need is
great.

The population of this school at present
is approximately 770-if it is not that
already it is only one or two short of
that figure. With the trends that have
been evident over recent years, and also in
this year, the school population will be over
BO0 with the commencement of 1970.

That is a considerable number of stud-
ents and with the situation which exists
the school can by no means accommodate
with any degree of success a number as
large as 800.

1 would like to point out, that in 1967
my predecessor asked several questions on
this subject. He was told that the area
of the school grounds was four and a halt
acres in total-this was for buildings, for
playing fields, and for everything else.
When he asked if there was any possibility
of serious overcrowding at this school, he
was told there was no such possibility be-
cause a new school was contemplated.

This happy event has not materialised
and the situation has simply become in-
tensified since that time. First and fore-
most, with an area of that size the play-
ing grounds themselves are, of course, in-
adequate. I do not think I need say any-
thing further on that aspect unless some-body wishes to calculate the amount of
playing space available Per student-par-
ticularly when there are 800 of them-
and a considerable portion of the area is
utilised for buildings, etc. To say the
facility provided is inadequate would be a
generous way in which to describe the
position.

What concerns me more is the inade-
quacy of the toilet facilities. There exists
only one toilet block which, of course, is
divided in the normal manner. This has
not been extended for some time. I do
not know the exact number of years since
extensions of this nature 'were carried
out at the school, but it goes back over

a considerable number of years and the
school population has risen steadily in
that time.

I would also like to point out that the
facilities provided at the drinking foun-
tains are also quite hopeless. There
stands in the yard itself a trough with 16
faucets. This means that on a hot day
and summer is approaching-the conges-
tion at these drinking fountains is tremen-
dous. To suggest that this could have
been the source of some epidemics which
occurred in the past is not an exaggera-
tion. This same overcrowding applies
also in the area where the students eat
their lunches, particularly in the winter-
time.

Mr. Lewis: Which school is that?

Mr. H1. D. EVANS: This is the Manjimup
Primary School. I have mentioned the
intake of SOD students next year. This
number may be exceeded; on present in-
dications it certainly will reach that
figure. The climatic conditions at Manji-
mup are severe in the wintertime, to say
the least, and the need to make some pro-
vision for an adequate area for the stu-
dents to eat their lunches is most essen-
tial. Such accommodation does not exist
at the present time, except on draughty
verandahs which do not have sufficient
space to cater for the number of students.
There are a number of temporary class-
rooms on the site, and at this stage thero-
are also makeshift classrooms.

Mr. Le.awis: Is that the place where a
new school is being built?

Mr. H, D). EVANS: The substance of m,;
objection is that the cost has not been
included in the Estimates. In answer to
a question the Minister pointed out that
this project has been deferred.

Mr. Lewis: There is some delay about
the site.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: The site situation
has been resolved, but apparently no move
will be made in this financial year on the
actual building. This is an alarming
situation. In relation to overcrowding in
the existing classrooms, there will cer-
tainly be a need for an additional class-
room in 1970. To try to place another
temporary classroom on a site which is
hopelessly overcrowded will make the
situation almost unbearable.

I have a letter from the parents and
citizens' association in which strong oppo-
sition is registered. The phrase used to
describe the situation, as the association
sees it, is "horrifying and disgusting."
These are strong words to, use, but they
do no more than justice to the situation
that exists.

For may own part, I will have two children
attending that school next year, and as the
representative of the district I draw the
attention of the Minister to the situation.
I would ask him to endeavour to make
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some reassessment of the funds, so that at
least the overcrowding can be minimised in
some way. I do know that the absolute
solution is the building of a new school.
A new school is proposed, but it is not
proposed in the immediate future. This
is a matter of concern to us.

The second matter to which I draw the
attention of the Minister is of a somewhat
different kind, and this involves the North-
cliffe Junior High School. Northcliffe is
situated some 20 miles south of Pember-
ton. At present the manual arts and home
science facilities are located at Pemberton,
and this necessitates a bus trip one day
each week on the part of the students at
the Northcliffe Post-primary School to
undertake these studies. In addition to
the inconvenience of the bus trip, there
is also the loss of time in making the
trip. As the bus must undertake its normal
running prior to the commencement of
the school day, and immediately after it,
it means that the actual time of travelling
to and from Pemberton is subtracted fromn
the normal school day. This time amounts
to about one and a half hours. So, we
can see the position is unsatisfactory.

Late in 1907 a home science centre was
completed at Northcliffe. but it is not
equipped. The reason for the centre not
being equipped is that there is no manual
arts centre at the Northcliffe Junior High
School. To suggest that manual arts should
be taken in one school and home science in
another is ridiculous from the point of view
of organisation in both schools. To say
the least, this would be impractical. In
addition, it would make the bus trip un-
economic, and there would also be the need
for one instructor to be travelling on the
bus.

The need at the present time for the
students and the instructor to travel on the
bus, and the need to adjust the timetables
at both the Northcliffe Junior High
School and the Femberton High School.
should be obviated.

Mr. Lewis: The Northcliffe Junior Hi1gh
School was upgraded in 1964. This is the
only junior high school which is without
these facilities.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: I draw attention to
the fact that the centre is half completed.
I am imploring that the completion be
effected as soon as it is physically or
economically possible. At the moment the
position is that there is a centre half com-
pleted, and there is the necessity for the
students and the instructor to travel on
the bus. The parents, both individually
and through their organisation, have
pointed this out to me. This is the second
matter to which I draw the Minister's
attention.

Both situations I have outlined are un-
satisfactory, and they can only be resolved
by the expenditure of the money that is
required to complete the projects.

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that
the vote be agreed to.

MR. HARMAN (Maylands) 19.48 p.m.]:
Mr. Chairman-

The CHAIRMAN: I would ask members
when they stand up to speak to call the
Chairman. it is not my responsibility to
look around to find members who wish
to speak. I cannot be expected to see
everybody.

Mr. HARMAN: The Speaker usually
gives the call to a member, and on this
occasion I adopted the practice of standing
lUP.

Dr. Henn: You would catch the
Speaker's eye.

Mr. HARMAN. For some time I have
interested myself in the introduction of
the Federal pastoral award in the Kimnber-
ley region, in particular. On the 1st
December, 1969, this particular award will
have been in operation for 12 months;
so in the last few months I have en-
deavoured to find out exactly how this
new award has, been affecting the
Aborigines in the Kimberley region.

The results of my inquiries have been
most illuminating. The main source of
my information has been the Minister for
Native Welfare. I want to refer to a
question which I asked him on the 2nd
September, 1969. It reads as follows:-

In particular, can he state whether
all aborigines are now receiving the
rates of pay provided by the award?

The Minister replied-
No instance is known of an abori-

ginal not receiving his entitlement
under the award.

I think someone was trying to be shrewd
in framing the answer to that question,
because under the Federal pastoral award
no Aboriginal is entitled to receive ti-ic
benefits of that award, unless he is a
member of the Australian Workers, Union.

Mr. Lewis: Not entitled to, but never-
theless many of them get the benefits.

Mr. H.AR.MAN: It has been suggested
that if an Aboriginal is a member of the
union he receives the entitlements uncler
the award. I do not want to pursue this
question further with the Minister, be-
cause I can see that he is endeavouring
to suggest that where Aborigines are
members of the A.W.U. they are receiving
their entitlements.

On the same-day, when generalising on
the situation in the Kimnberley, the Min-
ister said this-

I understand that generally pastor-
alists are applying the award rates to
aboriginal employees.

Mr. Lewis:, Yes, whether they are miem-
bers of the union or otherwise.
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Mr. HARMAN: That suggests to me
that the Minister's information is that
generally the Aborigines in the Kimberley
are receiving the award rates of pay; but
the Minister knows-or he should know-
that this is not the case.

Mr. Lewis: I do not know.

Mr. HARMAN: This situation was dealt
with initially in the Press in August, 1969,
in a feature article in The West Australian,
written by C. W. Quinn, who said-

Most of the stations are abiding by
the spirit of the award and wages paid
to Aborigines have risen substantially.
But some pastoralists are not adher-
ing fully to its provisions and they
are making up their own rules,
especially about deductions for keep
and payment to slow and part-time
workers.

In the same article, the Superintendent of
Native Welfare said this-

Some stations are not up to scratch.
We know those that are paying the
correct rates and those that are not.

So the department knows that stations in
the Kimberley are not abiding by the
Federal pastoral award.

Mr. Lewis: The information I gave the
Chamber was obtained by the department.

Mr. HARM4AN: I have also been told
that there are a number of stations-I
will not name them-which are Paying less
than the award rates of pay. I might be
asked: Whose responsibility is it to see that
the award rates are paid to the Aborigines
employed on those stations? That is a
fair question. I have never held that it
is the sole responsibility of the Department
of Native Welfare to see that award rates
of pay are applied in the State, whether
they be Commonwealth awards or State
awards. I think it is the department's re-
sponsibility to advise the natives of the
awards which are in operation; but if it is
necessary for an Aboriginal to be a mem-
ber of a union in order to obtain the full
benefits of a particular award, then I think
the department has an obligation to ensure
that the Aboriginal obtains membership of
the particular union involved-

Mr. Lexvis: Nonsense!
Mr. HARMAN: -so that he gets the

benefit of the award. Otherwise I think
the department is not doing its duty
morally.

Mr. Lewis: The department's duty
ceases when it advises the Aboriginal con-
cerned of what he needs to do to ensure
he will get the full award rates. What the
Aboriginal does after that is his own
business, and not the department's.

Mr. HARMAN: The department should
go a bit further. Many of the Aborigines
would not know how to join a union.

Mr. O'Neil: They are lucky.

Mr. HARMAN: They could be told to
send money to a certain address to become
members of the union. I am not suggest-
ing the department should go around
harassing Aborigines to join the Australian
Workers' Union, but I do suggest it should
go a step further and provide the address
of the union and advise the amount of
money necessary to be enclosed in the en-
velope in order that the Aboriginal can
become a member of a Particular union.

Mr. Lewis: We have issued a booklet.

Mr. HARMAN: Many of the Aborigines
cannot read; and this is one of the prob-
lems.

Mr. Lewis: The booklet is explained to
them,' but after that it is their own busi-
ness. We are not the union organisers.

Mr. HARlMAN: Short of going up there
myself, and that is impossible, I have not
the opportunity to obtain a full apprecia-
tion of what is going on in the Kimberley.
The Minister has said certain things, but
it is quite obvious the award is not being
applied generally on the stations in the
Kimberley. Therefore I hope the Minister
will re-think his approach to the problem
so that, under a moral obligation, the
department will ensure that Aborigines
know what they must do by being given
that little encouragement in order that
they might become members of the union
concerned. In this way the stations will
have to apply the provisions of the par-
ticular award.

The second matter on which I wish to
touch is one I raised last year when speak-
ing on the estimates of the Minister for
Native Welfare. I mentioned the plight
of the Aborigines living at the Warburton
Range and Cundeelec Missions. This is an
area which has been neglected by Govern-
ments for a number of years. I know it
Presents a number of complex problems
to administrators, but surely, after all
these years, it would be reasonable to
assume that these People-and they must
number at least 1,000-would have had the
benefit of at least some basic housing.

Last year I asked the Minister whether
he would consider a proposition to erect
departmental primary houses on these two
native missions. I think. the department
could find ways and means to overcome
its objection to building Government Pro-
Perty on land leased to missions. This
could be arranged quite easily. At the
same time I suggested to the Minister
that if he is to proceed with a plan to
improve the lot of these primitive, tribal
oriented people who are now living at a
mission and whose economy and livelihood
rests with the particular mission concern-
ed, and under the European civilisation
which these two missions have brought to
these people, it must Proceed with a basic
housing programme.
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I do not suggest that thousands and
thousands of dollars should be spent in
one hit on this project, but a programme
should be so arranged that a certain
amount of money is allocated annually for
basic housing on these missions. I made
the Point last year also that it would be
of no value to Provide this basic type of
housing unless it was accompanied by a
home training centre. These centres are
established on all settlements in the
Northern Territory, wvhich concern them-
selves with the western desert people. The
Minister on that occasion said he would
look into these matters.

Consequently I looked hopefully at the
annual report of the department to see
whether some basic housing had been pro-
vided at the Warburton Range and Cun-
deelee Missions, and to see whether there
was a Possibility of a home training centre
being established at the Warburton Range
and Cundeelee Missions. However, there
was no mention of them. I do not know
whether these matters had been omitted
in the report, or whether no attempt had
been made to institute a programme for
basic housing at these two missions. If this
latter is the case, then all I can do is to
again request the Minister that he consult
with the department to see whether per-
haps in the next 12 months some money
might be allocated to this end, particularly
in view of the fact that Commonwealth
money is available for certain types of
housing, This would leave the revenue
funds for housing available for the War-
burton Range and Cundeelee Missions. I
hope the Minister will consult with his
department in order to get a programme
going in the coming 12 months.

Lastly I turn to the matter of mortality
amongst Aborigines. This is perhaps not
strictly within the province of the Minister
for Native Welfare, but is one with which
he must obviously Concern himself in col-
laboration with the Minister for Health.
This has been a matter which has been
stressed time and time again for years.
I remember that four or five years ago the
Federal member representing Fremantle
stressed the high mortality rate amongst
Aborigines in Australia.

It is certainly not denied that a high
mortality rate exists in Western Australia.
It has only been in the last two or three
years that the Department of Health has
been able to take out figures to show that
the proportion of deaths is distressingly
high. This was pointed out the other day
in the Press.

As this information is now being com-
piled in a scientific manner, and as the
information shows that the incidence of
mortality amongst Aborigines has reached
such a high Proportion, the department
should be co-operating with the Public
Health Department, and the Common-
wealth department, to ensure that further
ictlon is taken.

The mortality rate has been reduced in
the Northern Territory where surveys were
taken some years ago, The action taken
by the Commonwealth Government
brought about a reduction in the mortality
rate of Aborigines, and it is quite obvious
that the rate can be reduced in this State.
Some work has been done and the Public
Health Department has been successful in
bringing -about a decrease in some of the
illnesses suffered by Aboriginal children.
particularly in the Kimberley region.

A lot more work has to be done because
the figures show that 50 per cent. of the
deaths among children, in a five-year
period-that is, up to five years old-
occurred amongst Aborigines. I ask the
Minister to give consideration to the three
Points I have raised. I would not like to
have to come back in 12 months' time and
put up the same plea for the Aborigines
at the Warburton Range Mission. Those
Aborigines are presently living under trees
and in wurleys.

31R. GRAHAM (Bslcatta-Deputy Lead-
er of the Opposition) [10.3 p.m.): It has
never been my practice to deal with dis-
trict or parochial matters in this debate,
and I do not know that I will be depart-
ing from that attitude this evening. Whilst
I will be dealing with domestic matters.
they concern an area which is more than
200 miles away from my electorate.

During the past week, whilst debating
matters relating to primary producers, a
genuine concern has been expressed re-
garding the welfare of people in country
districts. The occasion of our debates
arose from the wheat situation.

Overall, I think members feel there is a
necessity to retain as many people as we
can in the more distant parts of the
State, and that those people should be as
happy and contented as possible. For some
reason unknown to myself, during the
course of the last few days I have received
quite a number of communications from a
small country centre known as Marvel
Loch.

The people in that area are most con-
cerned because of the lack of sympathy
shown by the Minister for Education. It
is understood that the small Primary school
which serves the people in that locality
will be closed. The people concerned have
protested to the department, and to the
Minister. They have protested to radio
commentators who invite people to air their
views. It would now appear that in des-
peration those people are writing to
various members of Parliament and, as I
have indicated, I have been the recipient
of several communications.

Those members representing country
districts will know there is something a
little Poignant about people living in a
small area, when those people are about
to lose something which is precious to
them, In all seriousness 1 suggest there
should not be anything party-political
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about this matter. If it is humanly pos-
sible to bend a little In their direction.
that is the course to take.

Mr. Lewis: Like Paynes Find.
Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know about

Paynes Find; I am concerned with marvel
Loch although I have never been there.

Mr. Nalder: I recall receiving a letter
from Marvel Loch requesting me to close
the school.

Mr. GRAHAM: The communications I
have received are from the people living
in the area, and if the Minister will listen
he will learn their views. One woman
has written to me stating that the
people want their school open as it Pro-
vides their social life, and is a really
good school. She states that it is one
of the best in the State and that last year
$3,000 was spent on repairs.

Mr. Lewis: Is she the licensee of the
hotel?.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not want the Min-
ister to adopt a hostile attitude. The
people have written to me and I am en-
deavouring to convey the submissions of
those people who live in a small Centre
which I have not visited.

Mr. Lewis: We are not hostile, we are
most cordial.

Mr, GRAHAM: The second correspond-
ent-again, a woman-states that the
attendance numbers have been down in
the past year. but that they have managed
to keep them at 10 or over. We know,
from replies we have received to questions,
that there are many schools where attend-
ances number less than 10. The woman
went on to say that if the school is closed
down it is proposed to transport the
children to Southern Cross, which is quite
a long journey. She states that the child-
ren will go to Southern Cross where the
classrooms are already filled to capacity.

I repeat: I am unable to confirm or
cast doubts on the contents of the letters.
There are others. A gentleman has writ-
ten to me and he says it came as a shock
to know that the school was to be closed
down because three new families are about
to enter the district. Those three new
families will include five primary school
children aged from seven to 10 years. The
gentleman states that houses have been
arranged for those families, and that the
men are to work at the Francis Firniess
Goidmine. They will commence work on
the 19th January, 1970.

It would appear that five additional
children-previously presumably unknown
to the department-are likely to go to the
area. I have placed some questions on
the notice paper for tomorrow, and I will
also be asking the Minister questions
without notice. I will be seeking informa-
tion with regard to this matter.

Mr. Lewis:. I can inform the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition now, that I have
told the people concerned that If they send
me this fresh evidence I will re-examine
the position.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am very pleased to
hear that. That is the attitude I was
hoping for. Indeed, if there is any sin-
cerity in that expression it will be a dif-
ferent situation from that which has ex-
isted, particularly in recent days.
.Finally, I Implore the Minister to have

regard for these submissions and, in any
event, to display a little compassion for
these people who appear to be extremely
distressed at the prospect of losing some-
thing which means so much to them.

My final word is that my earliest school-
ing was in a little place about 10 miles
out of Narrogin. Nowadays 10 miles is not
not very far, but the lines of communica-
tio)n were very different then. There were
ranging from between 15 and 22 children
in that school which went from the first
infants up to standards 7 and 8, as they
were known then, although the names are
different now.

This school meant something to the
people in that district, even more than as
a school itself. I repeat that I do not
know the circumstances at Marvel Loch,
but I know the school to which I have re-
ferred became the meeting place and the
place of worship. It became the place
where concerts and dances were held and
where people could maintain common
cause through their children.

People at Marvel Loch appear to be in-
tensely proud of their school and I hope
the Minister will find it Possible to have
second thoughts and will ultimately decide
in favour of these people who are so
distressed and who have written to me and,
I know, to other members as well.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) [10.12 P.m.]: The Minister
for Education criticised me earlier for
some statements I made on the 14th
October with regard to schools in Dowerin
and Goomalling. Frankly, when I listen-
ed to him I was astonished.

The people of Dowerin came to me of
their own volition because they were up-
set at what they regarded as preferential
treatment for the district of Goomalling
compared with Dowerin.

Mr. Lewis: And you swallowed It.
Mr. TONKIN: Whilt I was speaking

on this subject, the member for Avon inter-
jected and said he bet I was glad to get
hold of this case, which suggested the
member for Avon knew something about it
himself.

Mr. Lewis: I do not think It did.
Mr. Gayfer: Why would that comment

suggest that?
Mr. TONKIN: If it did not suggest

that_
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Mr. Gayfer: The Leader of the Oppos-
ition was obviously enjoying it.

Mr. TONKIN: -then It would be an
interjection which was completely irrele-
vant.

Air. Gayfer: There was no doubt You
were enjoying it.

Mr. TONKIN: To add to what the
member for Avon said, the member for Mt.
Marshall came in and endeavoured to
afford an explanation. He said that as he
understood the position, the Goomalling
people had made an application earlier
than the Dowerin people. The member
for Mt. Marshall did not attempt to show
that the Dowerin school did not have the
numbers or that the Goomnalling school
had not been upgraded. Instead, he
attempted to justify it on the basis that
Goomalling had applied ahead of Dowerin.
The information given to me by the
Dowerin people, who were quite irate, was
that they had been promised it for three
years.

Mr. Lewis: And you fell for that with-
out doing any homework on it.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not imagine people
would come all the way from Dowerin to
put up a tale to me.

Mr. Lewis: As I said, you swallowed it
hook, line, and sinker.

Mr. TONKIN: As they had come to
Perth to complain about the treatment
they were receiving, and as they knew it
was my intention to raise it in the House,
naturally I could reasonably be expected to
accept what they were telling me as
factual. Also, in connection with what
they did say, they had some documents to
support their remarks. One of the docu-
ments showed-

Mr. Lewis: That they were promised It
three years ago.

Mr. TONKIN: -that when they com-
plained to the Minister about the prefer-
ential treatment-

Mr. Lewis: You are talking about the
upgrading now?

Mr. TONKIN: I am talking about
Dowerin and Goornalling.

Mr. Lewis: All right, keep to that.
Mr. TONKCIN:

worry about that.
right.

The Minister need not
I will stick to it all

Mr. Lewis: Go for your life!

Mr. TONKIN: When the Dowerin
people complained to the Minister he wrote
back and said the Government could not
depart from policy. I assume he meant
that the regulation laid down certain re-
quirements and therefore he could not de-
part from It.

Mr. Lewis: That is right.
Mr. TONKIN: It was then pointed out

to him that he had departed from policy
with regard to Goomalling.

Mr. Lewis: Goomalling has not been
upgraded. I have told the Leader of the
Opposition that.

Mr. TONKIN: The Dowerin people
pointed out to him that, with regard to
Goomalling, there was a departure from
policy.

Mr. Lewis: Not in regard to the up-
grading of a school.

Mr. TONKIN: When it was pointed out
to him, the Minister did not say that
Goomalling did not have the numbers, as
he said tonight. When the people com-
plained and said, "You say you cannot de-
part from policy in our case, but we say
you departed from policy In connection
with Goomalling' the Minister did not
reply, "I have not upgraded Goomalling."

Mr. Lewis: I did not tell them they had
the numbers, either.

Mr. TONKIN: What the Minister said
was that in agreeing to upgrade Goomal-
ling, here are the reasons.

Mr. Lewis: Here are the what?
Mr. TONKIN: The reasons. The Min-'

ister supplied the reasons for agreeing to
upgrade Goomalling.

Mr'. Lewis: At some time in the future,
as I have agreed to upgrade Dowerin at
some time in the future.

Mr. TONKIN: That was not the in-
formation conveyed to me. The infor-
mation conveyed to me was that the Min-
ister had already upgraded Goomalling.

Mr. Lewis: I have told thousands of
schools the requirements for upgrading.

Mr. TONKIN: What I shall do is to
send a copy of the Minister's speech to
Dowerin as soon as one becomes available.

Mr. Lewis: That Is fair enough. I
hope you tell us what they tell you back.

Mr. TONKIN: I certainly will.
Sir David Brand: Leave it till next

period.
Mr. TONKIN: I do not need an invita-

tion to inform the Chamber. It is a pity
the member for Mt. Marshall is not in his
seat at the moment because he knows a
great deal about this and could get to his
feet and say more about it than I can.

Mr. Lewis: Probably more factually.
too.

Mr. TONKIN: That is not my fault. I
amn Pleased to see the member for Mt.
Marshall has returned to the Chamber
and I invite him to get up and tell the
true story. I would like him to say whether
there were any grounds for complaint
from the people from Dowerin, or if they
had no grounds at all for complaint when
they came to me-

Mr. Lewis: Quite right.
Mr. TONKIN: -because that is what the

Minister indicated earlier this evening.
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Mr, Lewis: Quite right. They did not,
either.

Mr. TONKIN: I join with my deputy
leader in making a plea to the Minister
for a reconsideration of the situation at
Marvel Loch. r, tool have received cor-
respondence about this and reference is
made in that correspondence to the fact
that there were .15 children at the Marvel
Loch school on the '7th November.

This contrasts very greatly with the
situation at Paynes Find where that
school was kept open for an attendance
of five children, if I remember correctly.
This information was made available
through questions asked by the member
for Belmont of the Minister for Educa-
tion.

Mr. Lewis: And wvhere there was no
alternative school to which they could be
taken.

Mr. TONKIN: Referring back to my own
experience, an attendance of 15 children
would have been sufficient to keep a small
country school open. Whether the Govern-
ment has changed the regulation or not
I do not know, but 15 children in attend-
ance would have been ample for a one-
teacher school.

Mr. Lewis: That is right.

Mr. TONKIN: Furthermore, in one of
these letters the correspondent says that
it came as a shock to him to know that the
Marvel Loch school would be closing down
because three families with five primary
school children whose ages were from
seven to 10 years were moving to the dis-
trict. If there were 15 children in attend-
ance-I do not know whether there were
or not because this is what I am told-on
the '7th November, and it is expected that
a, further five will be coming into the dis-
trict, to me that would appear to justify
keeping the small school open; because by
having a school of this nature kept open It
is of great Importance to the district.' It
is a gathering place for the children and
the parents and It makes a big difference
to the residents when a school Is lost to
an isolated district; it puts a damper on
the town. I assume there could be other
considerations. Consolidation has im-
Proved educational facilities throughout
the State and various Governments have
utilised this method.

Mr. Lewis: By consolidation they will
get a free bus service to Southern Cross.
As it is now there are two subsidised ser-
vices to which the parents will have to
contribute.

Mr. TONKIN: Apparently that has been
misunderstood, too, because one of the
correspondents in his letter refers to it.
He says-

Mr. Lewis, Minister for Education,
has subsidised another bus for a few
farmers here to Southern Cross School
and Convent. When there is a bus

already subsidised to Marvel Loch
school, both buses travel to same route.
Why?

Mr. Lewis: But they cannot get post
primary education at Marvel Loch, and the
bus that runs into Southern Cross takes
both groups of primary school children to
that centre.

Mr. TONKIN: The letter continues-
Mr. Lewis wrote to some parents

saying the enrolment was too small so
parents sent their four year old and
five year children. ..

Mr. Lewis: And borrowed some, too.
Mr. TONKIN: Ease up!
Mr. Lewis: That is true: they borrow-

ed two from the south-West.
Mr. TONKIN: One could admire the

initiative of the parents in such -a situ-
ation.

Mr. Jamieson-. They cannot acquire
them suddenly unless they borrow them.

Mr. TONKIN: Now, Mr. Chairman, if
I may, I will read this letter again so its
import will not be lost on the Minister, It
continues-

Mr. Lewis wrote to some parents
saying the enrolment was too small so
parents sent their four year old and
five year children, now he says that is
not the reason.

So apparently the Minister has changed
his tune.

Mr. Lewis: No, he didn't!
Mr. TONXIN: I understood the Minis-

ter to say a moment ago it was because of
the advantages of consolidation.

Mr. Lewis: Yes.
Mr. TONKIN: That has changed your

tune?
Mr. Lewis: I never told them anything

different from that.
Mr. TONKIN: They assert, In the first

place, that the Minister told them that
he was closing the school because there
were not eniough children in attendance.

Mr. Lewis: No, I did not.
Mr. TONKIN: I suggest that this was

the impression they gained, otherwise
why would they go out and borrow child-
ren?

Mr. Lewis: I cannot help their gaining
impressions.

Mr. TONKIN: Why would they go out
and borrow the children to build up the
numbers? Who gave them the idea that
they were short of numbers?

Mr. Lewis: I did not.
Mr. TONKIN: They said that the Min-

ister told them.
Mr. Lewis: I did not tell them that: I

said that if all the children went to South-
ern Cross--the number amounted to 17-
this number would be enough to warrant a
free bus service. You have to do a bit
more homework on this one.
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Mr. TONKIN:, I think it is the Minister
who has to do the homework.

Mr. Lewis: No, I have done the home-
work.

Mr. TONKIN: It does not make sense
that people would go out and borrow child-
ren, as the Minister says, to build up the
numbers at the Marvel Loch school if they
have already been told it was to be closed
In order to get the advantage of consoli-
dation. .

Mr. Lewis: They borrowed those young-
sters long before they were ever told this.

Mr. TONKIN: Someone must have given
them a hint that the school was to be
closed.

Mr. Lewis: They could learn that for
themselves. Everyone knows there is a
limit to the numbers of a school.

Mr, TONKIN: If that were so, why did
it come as a shock to the person who has
written this letter which is before me and
who-said that the district was to get three
families with five primary school children?

Mr. Lewis: It would be the same shock
as you got in connection with the Dowerin
Primary School.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister is talking a
lot of nonsense. Let us get on with the
subject In hand.

Mr. Lewis: I have already told the
Leader of the Opposition that If Marvel
Loch can give me proof to warrant my
keeping the school open, I will re-examine,
the position.

Mr. TONKIN: That proof is the num-
bers?

Mr. Lewis: Yes.
Mr. TONKIN: So it is the numbers that

is the factor?
Mr. Lewis: It Is a factor.
Mr. TONKIN: I do not think I need

go any further.
Mr. Lewis: No, you need not. However,

if my information is correct that more
children will be residing there it will be a
tidy-sized school and the numbers will be
mare than a small bus can carry. I have
not. said that I will keep the school open,
but that I will re-examine the situation in
the light of the information they like to
send me.

Mr. TONKIN: Very well. The point is
established then, that the Minister is pre-
pared to re-examine the situation, and the
closing of the school is not a foregone
conclusion?

Mr. Lewis: No, that is right. They have
already been advised along those lines.

MR1. MePHARLIN (Mt. Marshall) [10.24
p.m.]: Seeing that mention has been made
again of a school in my electorate, I
think it is my responsibility to reply to
the comments that have been made.

When replying to the Minister just now,
the Leader of the opposition, I think, did
saly that when he was debating the posi-
tion on the 14th October, the Minister
did not interject to say that the Goornal-
ling school had not been upgraded. Am
I correct in saying that?

Mr. Tonkin: I made no reference to
interjections. I was dealing with informa-
tion supplied to me by the Dowerin People.

Mr, McPHARLIN: I could have mis-
understood the Leader of the Opposition,
because when he was criticising the Min-
ister on that occasion, he was not in the
House.

Mr. Tonkin: That is so.
Mr. MoPHAULIN: At that time I was

not aware that Qoomnalling had not been
upgraded, otherwise I would have provided
the Leader of the Opposition with the in-
formation. The Minister is aware that,
over a period of time, I have led deputa-
tions of Dowerin people to discuss this
matter with him, and on every occasion
the members of the deputation left with
the impression that he was sincere in the
efforts he had made to do the right thing
by the people of Dowerin. He has done
that on every occasion. I have the re-
ports of the deputations that were taken
to him, and I do not think any member
of this Chamber would deny that when-
ever a deputation is taken to the Minister
he does his best in a serious endeavour
to provide the facilities for the people,
whether they reside in my district or in
any other district.

Those are the sentiments of members
of the deputations I have taken to the
Minister from time to time. They have
said to me, "We have had a very good
hearing. He is sincere in what he does
and we feel that when he tells us he will
do something he will do it if it is at all
possible. He will comply with what he
has said." That is the view of the Dow-
erin people.

Naturally they are disappointed that the
position in regard to finance is such that
the facilities they require cannot be pro-
vided as quickly as they would like. As
their representative I am also disappoint-
ed, but I can assure the Leader of the
opposition that the Minister for Educa-
tion will not get any respite from me in
trying to obtain these facilities for Dow-
erin, because I will continue to press for
their provision, as I have done before the
debate took place on the 14th October.

Mr. Tonkin: But according to the Min-
ister for Education, they are not entitled
to them.

Mr. McPHARLIN: He is sticking to the
regulation 's, and I believe what he said.

Mr. Lewis: They are worried about the
manual arts facility which I have told
them they will get as soon as we can pro-
vide the money.
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Mr. MePHARLIN: The Minister assured
the people of Dowerin of this and I think
he will comply with the regulations. I
certainly assure the Leader of the Opposi-
tion that I will be pressing as bard as I
possibly can on behalf of the people of
Dowerin to get these facilities provided.

I might add that other towns in my
area are also asking for extra facilities
and they, too, are seeking to talk to the
Minister about the facilities they need. I1
daresay that this position exists generally
throughout the country area at the pre-
sent time and I am sure many areas are
seeking these extensions. I might point
out that I have arranged with the Minister
to meet a deputation on this matter in
the near future. As I have said, I can
assure the Leader of the Opposition that
so tar as I am concerned I will continue
to press the Minister for the provision of
these extensions and facilities at the
Dowerin school.

Votes: Education $55,376,000; Native'
Welfare, $3,225.006-put and passed.

Part 6: Minister for Mines and Justice~
MR. JAMIESON (Belmont) [10.33 p.m.]:

I intend to take this opportunity to make
some criticism of the electoral system of
our State. Whether we like it or not we
must accept the fact that on an electoral
basis we are the most gerrymandered State
in the Commonwealth. The figures taken
out at the end of October show that the
Quota for the metropolitan area is 13,352
as against 6,574 for the pastoral and other
areas of the country districts, apart from
the special areas of Gascoyne, Kimberley,
Murchison-Eyre, and Pilbara. An investi-
gation of the situation will show that the
disproportion of the voting power is grow-
ing. 0,1

For example, nobody can convince me
that the people in the Murohison-Eyre dis-
trict should have a voting power of 9.2 to
one by comparison with the people in the
Canning electorate of the metropolitan
area. The position is hopeless. If this
situation Prevailed in Ireland the people
there would have cut the throats of the
Government members by now because they
are rioting merely on the electoral rolls
of the municipalities.

The reason that people are eased Into
accepting such a situation in this country
is not because they are politically naive-
I think they are reasonably well aware of
the implications of the political set-up-
nor is it because they are unintelligent or,
uneducated; they accept the position be-
cause of the utter confusion associated
with the various electoral systems of en-
rolment of the three arms of government
-the municipal, the State, and the Fed-
eral sphere.

If anybody doubts -that confusion does
exist he should talk to one of the British
migrants on the question of electoral en-
rolnment and see what the outcome will be.
It will be found that utter confusion exists

and it is to the benefit of the present Gov-
ernment that this confusion should con-
tinue to exist, because while It does there
will be no great rebellion. But there must
come the day When people will rebel
against being relegated to the position of
ninth-class citizens by comparison with
other people in the State.

The position is far Worse In the sphere
of Legislative Council elections. When
we find that the Murchison-Eyre elector
has a voting power of 14.6 to one by com-
parison with the elector in the Metro-
politan Province of the metropolitan area it
becomes more than a joke. It is high time
something sensible was done about the
matter, and the only sensible thing to do Is
to try to reach as near as possible the
position of one vote one value. There is
little justification for the disproportionate
representation that exists at the moment.

As members are aware, we already have
24 Seats for the country areas which are
classified Pastoral, mining, etc., and we
have 23 for the metropolitan area. That
also gives the members concerned a klis-
proportionate advantage. We find that
the 307,097 voters on the rolls in the metro-
politan area have 23 representatives; that
the 157,779 voters In the country areas
have 24 representatives; and that the
10,935 electors in Gascoyne. Kimberley,
Murchison-Byre, and Pilbara have four
representatives. The only possible justi-
fication that could exist for a separate
quota would be for the four northern
areas.

Although I do not know whether this
position can be justified, particularly when
we consider the ability of being able to
travel from one point in Western Australia
to another in one day. This was not envis-
aged when the special conditions were
originally provided for and it is high time
we had a look at the situation. From the
point of view of political consideration or
gain there is not much advantage one way
or the other because the Liberal Party
holds two of these seats 'and the Labor
Party also holds two. Accordingly there
is not much advantage to be gained poli-
tically. So far as the country section is
concerned, however, the proportion is
unusually large.

Let us consider the system employed for
,the Legislative council elections. We find
that to equal these 24 seats in the country
area we have a return for eight provinces
which return 16 members to the Legislative
Council as compared with 23 electorates
in the metropolitan area for the Assembly
where we return 10 Legislative Couneillors.
The disproportion Is so exaggerated that it
makes one wonder after studying the pos-
ition how we have ever come to tolerate
such a situation. Assuming there is some
justification for the voting power In the
country area being greater than that of
the metropolitan area-and that would be
bad enough-it Is absolutely ridiculous that
there should be 16 members returned to
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the Legislative Council from the country
areas as compared with 10 from the metro-
politan area

Of course, a problem will arise very
shortly. From the most recent figures it
is indicated that no fewer than six elec-
torates are already over their quotas by the
requisite one-fifth, and by the time the
next election comes around there will be
more than eight electorates over their
quotas.

When legislation was last brought down
to amend the Electoral Districts Act it was
stated by the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment that it was anticipated at least
eight Years would Pass before there was a
further need for redistribution. Some-
thing went wrong, and I suppose immigra-
tion was higher than was anticipated, and
now the position has become so dispro-
portionate that we see the ridiculous situ-
ation of the Canning electorate having
11,111 constituents as compared with the
Perth electorate, which has 11,415 consti-
tuents. Even more out of balance is the
Dale electorate-a country electorate-
with 9,406 constituents as compared with
the Collie electorate with 5,596 constit-
uents.

It seems to me that something must be
done, and done very soon, to straighten
out the position. The member for Collie
would not worry very much about a redis-
tribution, because the electorate would take
in much more territory. So, we do not
need to worry about his electorate. We
hope that with industrial development the
Collie area will continue to grow.

I am taking this opportunity to draw the
attention of members to the disparity in
the number of constituents in various
electorates. I say again there is no real
justification in this day and age for not
attempting to reach as soon as possible-
although there might be need for some
slight variation-the situation of having
one vote one value, because after all the
People Pay the same taxes, Pay the various
tolls that have been imposed, Pay the same
license fees. etc.

We all have reasonable access to the city
in these days, with fast moving vehicles
and with air transport. So. the justi-
fication for continuing with the special
conditions no longer prevails. We should
bear in mind that the special conditions
were determined by the Forrests and the
like for their own advantage. In those
days there were electorates in the Kimnber-
ley which had only a couple of hundred
constituents. If we examine the records%
we find that that was the Position.

The tables were turned when the gold-
fields were developed, and more workers
went into those areas. As time passed
they returned Labor members. However,
in this day and age we cannot justify the
special conditions which brought about that
situation. As a Parliament we should
give immediate attention to some more
equitable method of representation. The

electorates in the metropolitan area should
have representation at least equal to the
representation of electorates in the
country.

We are well aware that the Act requires
that at least four or five metropolitan
electorates be allocated to a Legislative
Council province; and that in the country
districts each Legislative Council province
comprises three Legislative Assembly elec-
torates. Because the quota of country
electorates is half that of the metropolitan
electorates the disproportion is multiplied
threefold under the circumstances.

This matter needs urgent attention.
Although possibly my pleas will fall on
deaf ears, I hope the Government will take
some action in the not too distant future to
establish some sort of inquiry with a view
to bringing forward reasonable recom-
mendations so that the personnel who
comprise the Legislature of this State will
consist of members who have been elected
on a more equitable basis of voting, than
they have been elected in the past.

MR. CASH (Mirrabooka) [10.48 pm.]:
I would like to say that we appreciate the
interest that has been taken by the mem-
ber for Belmont in the future of our elec-
torates. He is quite right in saying that
four metropolitan electorates and two
country electorates are out of balance. If
one realises that the population has in-
creased rapidly, and the size of the elec-
torates has increased, so will the quotas
increase, and it is difficult to fore-
cast when the required eight electorates
will be out of balance, but I think the time
will be later than the member for Belmont
thinks.

Mr. Jamieson: Six electorates are now
out of balance, and two others will be in
six months' time.

Mr. CASH: I can only see seven elector-
ates being out of balance in the near
future.

I have been wanting to speak on the
voting facilities which are provided for
hospital patients. At large hospitals poll-
ing booths are established, and the lec-
toral Department has appointed officers to
look after the patients at those hospitals.

In the other hospitals haphazard condi-
tions exist in this regard, and often we find
confusion and argument between members
of various political parties; and problems
arising all over the State between the rep-
resentatives of the political parties and
the matrons of those hospitals.

I would like to suggest to the Minister
who is responsible for the Electoral De-
partment that In all the hospitals in this
State, whatever be their size, mobile polling
booths be established and electoral officers
accompanied perhaps by scrutineers from
the various political parties should be in
charge of the voting at these hospitals.
I think the present system adopted for
the patients of many of the hospitals to
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cast their votes is a very loose one. It
certainly requires the attention of the
Electoral Department to ensure that the
patients are provided with a better vot-
ing system by which they can express
their views about the Government or the
Oppositionl Parties. Certainly this would
provide a better method of voting for hos-
pital patients, and it would be better for
the conduct of elections.

Mr. Jamieson: You had better not
pursue that too far. Your own party
might cut your head off.

Mr. CASH: I hope that the Minister
who is responsible for the Electoral De-
partment will consider the necessity for
the establishmaent of such mobile voting
booths at all hospitals to ensure that the
elections are conducted in a fair manner-
fair to all concerned.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [10.48
p.m.): I will be as brief as possible in
speaking to this vote. I wish to refer to
some electoral matters.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wil-
liams): This is the general debate on the
part.

Mr. FLETCHER: On the 16th Septem-
ber I asked a question in this Chamber
in relation to the fees paid to electoral
officers. On page 923 of Hansard of this
year I asked the Minister representing the
Minister for Justice-

(1) What remuneration do-
(a) district returning officers;
(b) other officers,
associated with a State general
election receive on the day?

(2) Is such remuneration compatible
with penalty rates generally
applying to industry in respect of
Saturday work where time and a
half is received for the first four
hours and double time thereafter?

The mninister replied-
(1) The fees payable to returning

officers, deputy returning officers,
presiding officers, assistant pre-
siding officers, poll clerks, door-
keepers and other officials em-
ployed on State elections are
prescribed in the Electoral Act
Regulations, 1949, as reprinted in
the Government Gazette on the
14th February, 1968, and further
amended in the Government
Gazette on the 6th March, 1968.
As the details cover several pages,
they have not been included in
this answer.

(2) No.
Let me point out that the situation has
prevailed since 1949. because the answer
to the second part of my question as to
whether those officers receive penalty rates
for Saturday work was "No." This is
about the only area of which I know where

the workers do not receive penalty rates
for working on Saturdays. Every other
trade unionist does on a Saturday, and
since these people work for 12 hours on
that particular day, according to my Cal-
culations they should get six hours for
the first four hours, and for the next eight
they should get 16. That makes a total
of 22 hours they should be paid for that
12-hour period to bring them into con-
formity with industrial awards and con-
ditions throughout the State.

Since most of these people are civil
servants or school teachers, and they are
working under conditions lower than those
applying in industrial awards generally, I
thought I would raise the matter to see
whether the Minister responsible could en-
sure that in future cheap labour is not
used in this respect.

Their job is very onerous at times. They
are dealing with the public for 12 hours
at least and they must be very tired at
the end of the day. They have all sorts
of people coming in who do not make
their life easy during that period and I
consider that the remuneration they re-
ceive is totally inadequate.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) C10.52 P.M.]: For quite a
while the member for Belmont has been
trying to impress upon the Government
the advisability of the joint preparation of
electoral rolls. Section 31 of the Act pro-
vides for this, but for some reason or other
the Government, which is short of money
and facing a substantial deficit, will insist
on wasting money in this direction when
it could save money.

The member for B~elmont has pointed out
that in New South Wales the cost of the
Electoral Department is some tens of
thousands of dollars less than the cost of
the same department in Western Australia.
and the reason the cost in Western Aus-
tralia is so high is that we insist on being
the only State, outside Queensland-and
perhaps I should also except South Aus-
tralia which prepares its own Legislative
Council rolls-which prepares its own rolls
and has a separate roll for the Common-
wealth. If it is all right for New South
Wales and Victoria-

Mr. Cash: New South Wales is looking
at its system again.

Mr. TONKIN: That does not mean it
will change. I do not think Victoria is
likely to change because it is pretty short
of money, too.

Mr. Cash: It will expand its depart-
ment.

Mr, TONKIN: There would be no loss
of efficiency, but there would be a saving
of money, and instead of making excuses
for not doing things because it Is short of
money, the Government should be looking
for ways and means of saving money: and
this is one. However, for somne reason
known only to Itself, and not vouchsafed to
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the Parliament. the Government will not
face up to this. It insists on the separate
preparation of rolls.

I think it is up to the Government to
justify this additional expense. If it can
be shown that there is some special advan-
tage which we derive and which is worth
the money, then there could be some argu-
ment for the retention of the present
system; but so far no argument at all has
been advanced.

Now, it is no laughing matter for a State
which is short of money and facing a sub-
stantial deficit not only this year, but prob-
ably next year as well, to be needlessly
spending money which could be saved;
and this is definitely a situation in regard
to which there could be a substantial sav-
ing. I hope the Government will have
another look at this and see If it is not
possible to effect this alteration.

MR. BURKE (Perth) [10.56 p.m.): I
notice that the vote for 1969-70 for Crown
Law is $3,670,000. The number of per-
sons employed In that department Is 866,
and about 70 of this number would be
legally qualified. The public of Western
Australia is being required to support to
the tune of $3,670,000 the staff to handle
the State's legal work, and yet we find this
Government is allowing, because of its
attitude to prosecutions under the Road
Maintenance (Contribution) Act, the un-
necessary expenditure of extra money. In
my opinion this has wasted $44,694 over
the last three years.

The Crown Law solicitors are required
to handle prosecutions under the Factories
and Shops Act, the Fisheries Act, and so
on. Therefore, for the life of me, I can-
not see why they cannot handle prosecu-
tions under the Road Maintenance (Con-
tribution) Act. in the bulk of these pro-
secutions there is no appearance. All that
is necessary is for an articled clerk or some
similarly qualified person of the private
legal firm to appear In court on behalf
of the Government, for a fee. I do not
know the fee, but it has amounted to
$44,500 over the three Years. This adds
to the burden of the taxpayers of Western
Australia.

I am convinced that the Crown Law
Department could handle these cases and
that it is completely unnecessary for the
Government to rely on a private legal
firm for this purpose. I am aware of only
one other Act-without referring to par-
ticular cases-under which a Private legal
firm is retained to handle Prosecutions;
that is, in relation to the Marketing of
Potatoes Act. I do not believe that it is
necessary for this private legal firm to
have the plum, because that is what it
amounts to. I therefore call upon the
Government to look at this matter with
a view to saving the taxpayers of Western
Australia a few thousand dollars which, in
this instance has amounted to $44,500 in
three years.

Sir David Brand: What makes You think
the Crown Law Department can handle
those Prosecutions without the appoint-
ment of additional staff?

Mr. BURKE: Prosecutions under the
Road Maintenance (Contribution) Act are
very simple matters and, as I said, very
rarely is an appearance made. I have
heard of one or two instances where it
could be necessary to call in private
assistance, but, those aside, the depart-
ment could employ a legal officer to
handle prosecutions under the Road
Maintenance (Contribution) Act at about
a third of what it has cost the Govern-
ment to retain a private legal firm over
the last three years.

This has been a terrible waste of tax-
Payers' money and the Treasurer Is
obliged to have a look at it with a view
to placing the prosecutions in the hands
of the Crown Law Department, even if it
is necessary to employ an extra legal
officer to handle them.

Votes: Mines, $2,602,000; Crown Law,
$3,670,000; Electoral, $165,000; Licensing,
$56,000-put and passed.

Part 7: Minister for Lands, Forests and
Inmi gration-

Votes: Lands and Surveys, $4,479,000;
Forests, $1,695,000; Bush Fires Board.
$l83,000-put and passed.

Part 8: Minister for Works, and Water
supplies-

Mr. Tonkin: Isn't something going to
happen here?

Sir David Brand: What's that?

Mr. Tonkin: Was not the understanding
that at 11 o'clock when a department was
concluded, the Premier was going to
finish?

Sir David Brand: I was wondering if
anyone was going to stand up. Of coulrse,
if You want to be bouncing a ball, we will
bounce it all right!

Mr. Tonkin: The information conveyed
to me was that-

Sir David Brand: I am waiting for
someone to get up. You are not running
the House!

Mr. Bovell: Put the vote!

Mr. Tonkin: If You send information
across, I expect you to keep to it.

Sir David Brand: Then why don't you
move that progress be reported?

Mr. Brady: Have you no Whips on your
side?

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit

again, on motion by Mr. Tonkin (Leader
of the Opposition).
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BILLS (3): RETURNED
1. Loan Bill.

Bill returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

2. Marketing of Eggs Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill returned from the Council with
amendments.

3. Stamp Act Amendment Bill.
Bill returned from the Council with-

out amendment.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE;
SPECIAL

SIR DAVID BRAND (Greenough-
Premier) [11.1 p.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 11 a.m. tomorrow (Wednesday).

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 11.2 p.m.

IRE'roidutiuc luui
Wednesday, the 12th November, 1969

The PRESIDENT (The Ron. T. *C.
Diver) took the Chair at 11 a.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
FORESTRY WORK

South Coma

The Hon. J. DOLAN asked the Min-
ister for Mines:

Will be bring to the notice of the
Minister for Forests the fact that
the contractors employed in thin-
ning out the pine plantation at
South Coma are commencing
work at 5.15 a.m., and are Caus-
ing great stress to the residents,
particularly students, in' the
area?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
As requested by the honourable
member, 1 will bring this matter
to the notice of my colleague, the
Minister for Forests.

The Hon, J. Dolan: Thank you.

QUESTION ON NOTICE
PUBLIC SWIMMING POOLS

Qualifications of Operators
The Hon. G. E, D. BRAND asked the
Minister for Health:

Is it necessary for the person In
charge of a public swimming pool
and responsible also for the purity
of the water, to hold any special
qualifications?

The H-on. 0. C. MacKINNON replied:
The regulations require that a
person qualified in methods of
rescue and resuscitation of appar-
ently drowned persons is always
present on the premises when the
swimming pool is open to the
public.
Instruction in the use of chlorine
for sterilisation of the water is
given to operators.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
THE HON. A. ,F. GRIFFITH (North

Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) (11,5
a.m.]: I move-

,That leave of absence be granted
to each member of the House from the
determination of this sitting to the
date of the next sitting.

It might have been expected, as a result
of the passing at the Bill to amend the
Constitution Acts Amendment Act a few
days ago, that it would have been un-
necessary for me to move this motion.
However, that Bill, besides amending the
Act in relation to the leave of members
of Parliament, also contained a provision
for an increase in the Governor's salary.
Therefore, the Bill requires the assent of
Her Majesty.

That assent may not be given in time
for the amendments to become effective
on this occasion and, although it is de-
batable whether or not this motion need
be moved at all, I prefer not to take
any unnecessary risk. The motion, if
passed by the House, will give the neces-
sary effect to the granting of leave, As
soon as the assent of Her Majesty is given
to the Bill1 recently passed, the situation
will be covered from both sides.

THE HON. W. F. WILLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan-Leader of the Opposi-
tion) f 11.7 a.m.]: I think we all appreciate
the situation in which the Minister finds
himself. It is better to play safe and the
motion is a worthy safeguard.

Question put and passed.

QUESTIONS
Notice

THE PRESIDENT: In order that mem-
bers may have the opportunity to receive
replies to questions on the first sitting day
upon the resumption of the session next
year, it is suggested that notices be sub-
mitted during the forthcoming recess.

Notices received up to the Wednesday
preceding the resumption date wiUl be in-
cluded in the notice paper for the first
sitting day.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFTH:, I take it,
Mr. President, that notices of Questions
will be given to Ministers prior to Mon-
day, the 16th March. If the questions are
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